
Upcoming Events
· Curriculum Day: 
Friday 8th February
 · Information Video: 
Will be released in the coming weeks
· Labour Day—NO SCHOOL
Monday 11th March

· Year 3 Scienceworks excursion
Friday 15th March (approximate cost $30 to 

be covered in the Excursion Levy)

· Movie Night: Friday 15th March
· Whole School Photos: 
Friday 22nd March
· Parent Teacher Interviews: 
26th & 27th March
· Year 4 Incursion
Friday 29th March (approximate cost $12 to 

be covered in the Excursion Levy)

· Performing Arts Incursion: 
Thursday 4h April
· Last day of term 1:
Friday 5th April (2:30 finish)

Year 3 and 4 Newsletter 
Term One 2019

 Dear Parents & Carers,
Welcome back to the new school year. The children have settled back into school life very well and we have had a 

very productive time! Thank you all for the support we have received so far, as our students adapt and change to their 
new teachers and learning spaces. We are all looking forward to the year ahead and excited about the great activities 

and events we have planned. Watch this space….the termly newsletter in conjunction with the fortnightly whole 
school newsletter is a great way to keep informed about everything going on at this very busy time of the year.

Meet the 3/4 team:
 

Year 3:
3A - Melinda Downes (M,T,F)      
3A - Samantha Teng (W, Th)
3B - Amy Easterbrook
3C - Dom Monea

Year 4:
4A - Richard Abell
4A - Clive Bowron-Hodgson (PST)
4B - Kathy Skantzos                  
 

Feel free to pop in and meet us in 
person.

Years 3 & 4 are involved in the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen 
Garden Program in a weekly garden and kitchen session. We 
must have volunteers each session for the program to operate. 
The volunteers work with small groups of students helping with 
the necessary tasks. This ensures greater enjoyment, increased 
learning experiences and a safe learning environment. It is a 
wonderful learning experience for all and we highly recommend 
you consider the time to become involved if you can. The 
program started this week for the students, with introductory 
sessions with Carolina and Penny. If you can spare some time 
on a Monday or Tuesday to assist in either the kitchen or 
garden, please follow the ‘Sign Up’ link found on the right hand 
side of the home page of our school website. Remember to 
obtain a Working With Children Check Card, give a copy to the 
office and also complete the Child Safe Code of Conduct at the 
office. Thanks!

 

Information Night
 

Due to the changing nature of people's work lives, and therefore 
parents availability to attend Parent Information nights. WPPS have 
decided to provide access to the content of class Information via the 
medium of moving image. This provides accessibility to view on demand 
and review as you see fit. We hope this provides greater reach and 
more information and greater understanding of what we do here at 
WPPS – where we aim to do the best we can to educate your child.

An information booklet with all relevant information, including a brief 

outline of the curriculum areas covered, daily timetables, important events 

and our expectations of the children is available on the school website. If 

you have any questions after reading the booklet or viewing our 

presentation, please ask your child’s classroom teacher for clarification. We 

look forward to sharing through this new format.

CLASS REP
 

3A, 3B, 3C, 4A & 4B classes are each 
looking for a Class Rep. If you are 

interested in this role, please contact 
your child’s teacher ASAP.

 Thank you!

Educational Experience Levy

All educational experience costings are covered by the Educational Experience 

Levy - Paid in your 2019 Parent contributions. If individual students are 

selected to represent the school in sporting or academic events you will be 

required to pay for this separately, as this is not included the Educational 

Experience Levy.



 

 

 

Homework
Each week children will be expected to 

complete a range of activities from the 

homework grid. The completion of these tasks 

can be organised in any way you feel will help 

your child complete the set tasks successfully 

over the course of a week. Your child will also 

be encouraged to plan their activities using 

their diaries. Homework will be issued on a 

Monday and the grid is to be signed by parents 

and returned to school the following Monday.

 

Literacy
Reading: Students will continue to develop their reading fluency, word 
recognition and comprehension skills through daily rotation activities. Students 
will also be exposed to a variety of quality illustrated books where they will be 
encouraged to make connections and share their ideas and make inferences 
from the texts. Students will participate in Literature Circles to discuss books in 
small groups.
 

Writing: Students will use a ‘Writer’s Notebook ’ to understand the  process of 
developing a piece of writing from a ‘seed’ to a published piece. Through the use 
of the Writer’s Notebook, students will be encouraged to develop their own 
interests and write about ideas and topics that are truly their own, allowing all 
students to develop their own style as a writer. Students will also be explicitly 
taught and practise the purpose, structure and features of writing narratives, 
persuasive  pieces and ‘snapshot’ descriptive writing.

Spelling: A variety of strategies will continue to be investigated in weekly 
spelling lessons, focussing on phonetic awareness, visual and morphemic 
strategies. Students will practise editing skills and check for the correct 
grammar, punctuation and spelling in their writing.
 
 
Integrated Curriculum
SCIENCE
Year 3: ‘Night & Day’: Observing The Sun And The Moon. Earth’s rotation on its axis causes 

regular changes, including night and day . This topic is about why we experience day, night and 

the seasons. Students will study the relationship between the Earth, Moon and Sun. They will 

learn about the Earth’s axis and orbit and they will observe and understand the changing 

appearance of the Sun and the Moon in the sky.
 

Year 4: ‘Friends or Foes’

Cycles: Living things have life cycles. Living things, including plants and animals, depend on each 

other and the environment to survive.

In this unit students learn about different types of living things. They classify organisms according 

to different criteria and examine the life cycles of plants and animals.  As a part of this unit we will 

be hatching and raising chickens.
 

 

HUMANITIES
Year 3: Contributions to Community Development and Celebrations and Commemorations

This unit covers the influence of many cultures to local communities. It examines the role of  

diverse cultural backgrounds in the development of the local community and the way individuals 

and cultural groups have influenced change in the local community over time. Children will 

explore the similarities and differences  in developments over time between two local 

communities  (for example, leadership, sport, religious buildings, local architecture, languages, 

shops, restaurants).
 

Year 4: Discovering Democracy

Students will investigate the following questions:

¨ Why do we need rules and laws?

¨ What is a rule and what is a law?

¨ What are Aboriginal laws?

¨ How are laws made in Australia?

¨ What makes a good law?

Students will be involved in discussions, role plays and highlighting the consequences if rules and 

laws are broken.

 

Numeracy
Our focus is to make 
Mathematics one that targets 
‘real life’ skills. One of the 
aims of the program will be 
for students to understand 
the purpose and importance 
of Mathematics in their lives 
and be able to apply a range 
of concepts to understand 
what they encounter on a 
daily basis. The program will 
address the areas of : 
Number & Algebra; Statistics 
& Probability & 
Measurement & Geometry.
 
 
 
 
Reminders:
¨ We encourage ‘Nude 

Food’ (rubbish free) 
lunches

¨ A school hat must be 
worn until May

¨ Each child requires a bag 
for borrowing from 
the library

¨ Green message folders 
are available from 
the school uniform 
shop for $5.

Please send some tissues 
to school if you haven’t 
already.
 
 
 

Student Diary
Each student has been given a student diary. These diaries will be 
used for daily correspondence between home and school. It will 
also act as a record of your child’s home and school reading. The 
children must record daily what they have read at home and 
have it signed by a parent/carer. Your child will be given 15 
minutes silent personal reading time per day at school.
 
 


