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ACKNOWLEDGM ENT OF COUNTRY
- WELCOM E M ESSAGE
We the school community at Wattle Park Primary School
stand in footsteps millennia old.
May we acknowledge the traditional owners of the
Wurundjeri tribe whose cultures and customs have
nurtured this land since men and women awoke from the
great dream.
We honour the presence of these ancestors who reside in
the imagination of his land and whose irrepressible

SENIOR SCHOOL FOCUS
We, the Year 5 and 6 team, are committed to providing a
high quality teaching and learning program that helps to
best prepare your children for their transition to high
school. In the Senior School, the students are aiming to
develop their independent learning and thinking
processes. There is a significant focus on students taking
responsibility for their own learning and improving their
organisational skills. "When teaching and
learning is visible,
there is a greater
likelihood of students
reaching higher levels
of achievement."

- John Hattie

INTRODUCTION
- Meet The 5/ 6 Team & Specialist s at WPPS

THE SENIOR SCHOOL TEAM
-

5A - Philippa Statkus & Cynthia Tuck
5B - Tali Mason
5A & 5B Melinda Downes
6A - James Feather
6B - Richard Abell

SPECIALISTS
-

PE - Nick Lindsay
Performing Arts - Sylwia Michalska
Art - John Davey
LOTE - Justin Wong
Library - Caroline Gangell

THE WPPS
SENIOR SCHOOL
EXPERIENCE
Wattle Park Primary School is a Learning Community.
We achieve this through a focus on the following ?norms?or the
?ways we treat each other.?

WPPS NORM S & CODE OF CONDUCT
At Wattle Park Primary School students, teachers and parents
have developed the following norms:
To be:
-

Responsible
Encourage
Value
Care
Respect
Challenge

These norms form the foundations for a positive
learning environment and the fostering of social
skills that will allow each individual child to fulfil
their potential.

2020 DATES
Im por t an t dat es f or Year 5 & 6 st u den t s an d par en t s
Ter m 1

Ter m 2

Commences Wednesday 29th
January to Friday 27th March

Commences Tuesday 14th to
Friday 26th June

Febr u ar y

Apr il

11th - Swimming Trials @ PLC Year 4 6

16th - Curriculum Day

19th - 5/6 Camp Parent Information
Night
21st - District Swimming Year 4 - 6

M ay
4th - House Cross Country
Year 3 - 6

M ar ch

12th - 14th May - NAPLAN
Period

2nd - Division Swimming Year 4 - 6

23rd May - Open Day

9th - Labour Day
17th & 18th - Parent Teacher
Interviews
19th - Year 5/6 Gala Day
20th - Movie Night
20th - Whole School Photograph Day
23rd - 27th - Year 5/6 Canberra Camp
27th - Last day of term - 2.30pm
finish

NAPLAN
The National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN) will involve students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 from all
States and Territories. Th e t est in g per iod f or 2020 is
bet w een 12t h - 14t h M ay. It tests the types of skills that are
essential for every child to progress through school and life.
The tests cover skills in reading, writing, spelling, grammar
and punctuation and numeracy.
For more information, please go to: http://www.nap.edu.au/
Results of the assessment are made available to parents
once the process is complete ? approximately the end of
Term 3.
To enable your child to feel familiar with the expectations,
format and types of questions, we shall provide
opportunities to prepare them for this process.

YEAR 5 & 6 SPECIALIST
TIM ETABLE
LOTE

Per f or m in g
Ar t s

Visu al
Ar t s

Justin Wong

Sylvia
Michalska

Ph ysical
Edu cat ion

John Davey

Nick Lindsay

Carolyn Gangell

5A - Tuesday

5A - Wednesday

5A - Wednesday

5A - Thursday

5A - Thursday

5B - Tuesday

5B - Tuesday

5B - Wednesday

5B - Thursday

5B - Thursday

6A - Tuesday

6A - Wednesday

6A - Tuesday

6A - Thursday

6A - Friday

6B - Thursday

6B - Tuesday

6B - Wednesday

6B - Thursday

6B - Friday

- M an dar in

Libr ar y

CHILD SAFE
Wat t le Par k Pr im ar y Sch ool is com m it t ed t o Ch ild Saf e
VOLUNTEERS FOR 2020
? All new volunteers must sign a new Child Safe Code of conduct for
2020 ? please see the office.
? The Working With Children Certificate must also be sighted by the
office ? before any volunteering can be undertaken at the school ?
Dept requirement.
All volunteers and relevant staff are required to provide a Working
with Children Check and sign a copy of our Wattle Park Primary School
Child Safe Code of Conduct.

Please r ead an d sign t h e Ch ild Saf e Code of Con du ct an d r et u r n it
t o t h e sch ool as soon as possible.

Volunteer Packs including the Code of Conduct are available at the
office.
For more information regarding Child Safe - click on link below to access

https://www.wattleparkps.vic.edu.au/page/110/Child-Safe
Please r epor t an y ch ild saf et y con cer n s t o Wat t le Par k Pr im ar y Sch ool's
Pr in cipal.

LITERACY
READING
Reading is an int egral par t of all lear ning t hat t akes place dur ing pr im ar y school and beyond.
In Years 5 and 6, students work towards becoming critical readers who use a range of strategies to
support their thinking while reading.
They do this through:
-

Reading Workshops
Reader ?s Notebooks
Reading Strategies
Literature Circles
Author studies
Teacher-Student Conferring
Individual Goal Setting

Students will be exposed to a range
of teaching practices that suit their
personal learning needs.
Teachers choose the instructional
practices that work best for their
cohort of students.
Reader ?s Not ebook s
Each student in years 5 and 6 has a Reader ?s Notebook. Students use these
to explore their ideas and learning in reading, explaining their thinking and
reflections in a range of response types. They have ownership of these, and
know that their notebook is a place for them to express their thinking about
their reading in a way that makes sense to them and is purposeful for them.

Lit er at u r e Cir cles
Literature Circles allow students to be involved in
rich, extended conversations about texts that they
are reading. Students are able to use their reading
skills and behaviours in a group with their peers,
focussing on higher level thinking skills such as the
author ?s intent, writing style, and characterisation.

WRITING
In Years 5 and 6, students learn about and investigate writing in a variety of ways:
- Understanding the craft of writing through investigating and analysing authors
and a variety of example texts;
- Utilising a robust writing process: planning, drafting, revising, editing, publishing;
- Explicit lessons on the purpose, structure and features of text types and genres;
- Using their individual Writer ?s Notebook to develop a piece of writing from ?seed?
to published piece based on personal choice and interest.

"Indeed, learning to write may be a part

of learning to read. For all I know, writing
L of a superior devotion to
comes out
reading."
? Eudora Welty

"So please, oh PLEASE, we beg, we
pray, Go throw your TV set away, And
in its place you can install, A lovely
bookshelf on the wall."

? Roald Dahl, Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory

WORD STUDY
It is our aim in Years 5 and 6, to have a consistent and effective approach to word
study across the level. To do this, each class will be involved in weekly spelling
lessons focussed on phonemic awareness, morphemic patterns, visual strategies
and etymological strategies (word origin studies). Students will take part in a range
of activities to develop their word knowledge and vocabulary including LSCWC (Look
Say Cover Write Check) and structured word inquiries.

SPEAKING & LISTENING
Throughout the year students will be encouraged to contribute to class discussions,
sharing sessions, debates and formal presentations developing suitable eye contact,
tone and volume. They will also investigate presentation strategies such as actions,
props and humour to gain and hold the attention of an audience.
Listening and responding appropriately in a variety of situations will also be a focus.

LITERACY
- SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD AT HOM E

READING
Students should be reading every night, be it their literature circle book, a
newspaper, novel of choice or an informative text. It is very helpful if you
show an interest in what your child is reading- perhaps borrowing the same
book to read and then discuss together, or sitting down to take turns to
read.

Archie Fusillo, author of several books for young adults, raises some
pertinent questions for parents to help engage children in reading.
- Are book vouchers ever given as presents to your children?
- Do you own a library card for your local library and do you visit your local
library/ bookshop with your child?
- Do you look at notices in your local library/bookshop? Do you ever support
their initiatives such as author talks?
- Does your child have their own book shelf or area for books in their
bedroom?
- Are there books in the house?
- Do your children see adults reading for pleasure?
- Do you ever discuss favourite books with your children?
- Have you ever visited a writers?festival?

By incorporating even a few of these suggestions, parents are well on their
way to creating a home environment that values and encourages reading.

Be confident that your child will improve their reading and encourage
your child to read anytime, anywhere. Children often enjoy reading more if
it is shared so try to make time away from television and interruptions to
read aloud with your child.
Encourage your child to read by sharing such activities as:
- reading signs and posters and discussing their messages and meanings
- reading book recommendations and choosing a new book to read
- using a recipe
- reading game rules
- reading newspaper articles together and discussing the ideas presented
and your own ideas
- playing word games including crossword puzzles
- reading instructions
- looking at letterbox leaflets
- reading magazines, comics, poems and rhymes.

WRITING
Encouraging writing:
- Diary Writing- a.) Keeping a personal diary; b.) Diary interaction- student
records interest and activities in diary form and parents write a reply.
- Value all kinds of writing including notes, lists, invitations, letters, cards,
telephone messages, labels, directions, instructions, applications, diary
entries as well as the more formal writing stories, reports and reviews.
- Provide a range of appropriate reference books, e.g. dictionaries, thesaurus,
encyclopaedias.
- Word games- Scrabble, Boggle, Pictionary, Crosswords, Rhyming words.
- Provide a good model of language usage.
- Read your child?s writing or have him or her read the writing to you and
comment on the positive aspects. For example, ?I really like the way you?ve
described this.?
- Talk to your child about the choices an author or film maker might make to
create a book, play or film in a particular way. Talk about language choices
and why characters look or behave in certain ways.

Writing for a range of purposes:

Personal

Interpersonal

Informational

Imaginative

Personal
letters

Diaries

Reports

Essays

Reviews

Picture story
books

Advertising in
Writing files print

Invitations

Novels

Scripts

Poetry

Journals

Instructions

Labels

Short stories

Anecdotes

Rules for
games etc.

Captions
Minutes of
meetings
Biography

Songs ?If ?
stories, e.g. If I
were king of
the world

Mailings

Recipes
Recount of
event

Editorials
Feature

Value every kind of writing, Personal, Interpersonal,
Informational and Imaginative and don?t forget to
m odel. Remember that every time your child sees you
write, you are providing a model for them. During the
construction of written pieces at home, encourage a first
draft for content; revise for sequence and addition and
deletion of information, then correct the spelling before
writing the final copy.

SPELLING
Many writing activities are related to spelling. Help your child with those areas of
spelling with which you feel confident. Remember that not all English words can
be spelt correctly by ?sounding out?, e.g. the words ?you? and ?said?.
- Talk about how you spell and what you do when you don?t know how to spell a
word.
- Provide a dictionary and use it together. Talk about how you need to use the
dictionary sometimes.
- Encourage your child to practise new words, say them, write them from
memory, and check them.
- Teach your child that spell checkers can be useful but are not always effective,
e.g. when the child types a word that sounds the same such as ?sure? for ?shore?.
- Make a habit of noticing words in the environment, when travelling, watching
television, shopping or reading together. Notice uncommon words, different
spellings, gimmicky words and misspellings.
- notice common letter patterns such as: -tion, -ough, -sh. Suffixes such as ?less?
and prefixes like ?dis?.
- Find the root meaning of words such as: tri, graph, sign, port.
- See how many words with the same root can be found. For example: sign,
signal, signature, assign, resign, design.
- Use a jotter to ?have a go?at various spelling of a word when you are not sure.
Write them three times and choose the one ?that looks right?.
- Enjoy language and spelling by talking about and playing with words.
- The use of a thesaurus is an interesting way to support vocabulary development
and provides a means of seeing correct spelling and meaning.
- Encourage the learning of commonly misspelt words.

SPEAKING & LISTENING
- Ask your child to talk to you about a wide variety of topics. Tell your child if
you are unfamiliar with aspects of the topic and ask for more information.
- Listen to your child as he or she tells you about events that did not involve
you.
- Talk about different ways to solve problems
- Ask your child to give reasons for his or her choices when making a
decision. Listen and respond in ways that encourage further thinking aloud,
rather than ending the conversation with your opinion.
- Show by your behaviour that you are listening, not just hearing. Build on
your child?s responses. Interact with them. Ask questions, add information
and make links between ideas.

NUM ERACY
Numeracy involves using mathematical ideas efficiently to make
sense of the world. While it involves understanding some
mathematical ideas, notations and techniques, it also involves
drawing on knowledge of particular contexts and circumstances
in deciding when to use mathematics, choosing the mathematics
to use and critically evaluating its use. Each individual?s
interpretation of the world draws on understandings of number,
measurement, probability, data and spatial sense combined with
critical mathematical thinking.

Great Websites to Help Your Child:
http://www.mathsisfun.com
https://www.smashmaths.com.au/
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/maths/
http://www.youcandomaths.com.au/maths-games.html
http://www.mathplayground.com/games.html

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/web+pages/statistics?opendocument#from-banner=LN

NUM BER & ALGEBRA
Through whole class, small group, individual work and linking to the real
world, students will:
- Be involved in solving problems involving the four operations of
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of whole numbers,
decimals and fractions using a range of strategies.
- Learn to multiply larger numbers by one and two digit numbers and
divide larger numbers by one digit numbers, showing an understanding
of remainders.
- Be encouraged to check the reasonableness of answers using
estimation and rounding.
- Identify and describe factors and multiples and investigate prime and
composite numbers.
- Order decimals and common fractions and locate them on number
lines.
- Begin to add and subtract fractions with the same denominator before
moving to fractions with different denominators.
- Continue patterns by adding and subtracting fractions and decimals.
- Connect fractions, decimals and percentages as different
representations of the same number and work with these in everyday
situations, e.g. calculating discount on sale items
- Find unknown quantities in number sentences.

Num eracy - Support ing Your Child at Hom e
Activities to do at home:
· Have your child share out food. How can you divide up a pizza so that each person can have
2 slices?
· Have your child count out a collection of objects. How can you count a jar of buttons
quickly? Example: using multiplication, counting by 10s, etc.
· Tell your child that they have a certain amount of money to spend at the supermarket.
Ask them to calculate what they could get without going over.
· Investigate scoring possibilities. i.e. If the Hawks score is 35 in the first half, list all the
combinations of goals and behinds to get that score. When driving long distances, have your
child play number games. i.e. My number is between 20 and 5. It is even and a multiple of 3.
What is my number?

M EASUREM ENT & GEOM ETRY
Using a variety of hands on equipment and working in small groups or
individually to investigate meaningful and real life problems, students will:
- Use appropriate units of measurement for length, area, volume, capacity and
mass, and calculate perimeter and area of regular and irregular shapes.
- Connect decimal representations to the metric system and choose
appropriate units of measurement to perform calculations.
- Connect three-dimensional objects with their two-dimensional
representations and make constructions of 3 dimensional shapes.
- Describe transformations of two-dimensional shapes and identify line and
rotational symmetry.
- Convert between 12 and 24 hour time and interpret timetables
- Use a grid reference system to locate landmarks.
- Measure and construct different angles as well as solve problems using the
properties of angles.

Num eracy - Support ing Your Child at Hom e
Activities to do at home:
· Have your child weigh different objects using grams and
kilograms. i.e. Ask your child to help measure the ingredients when
baking.
· Have your child help you read bus and train timetables when
using public transport or calculate how many hours and
minutes are left before departures at the airport.
· Point out shapes that you see every day and ask your child to
describe them using shape properties. Talk and measure the
approximate size of a tablecloth needed to cover a table or to
cover a car.

STATISTICS & PROBABILITY
Through whole class, small group, individual work and links to the real world,
students will:
- List outcomes of chance experiments with equally likely outcomes and assign
probabilities between 0 and 1.
- Pose questions to gather data, and construct data displays appropriate for the
data.
- Compare observed and expected frequencies.
- Interpret and compare a variety of data displays including those displays for
two categorical variables.
- Evaluate secondary data displayed in the media.
- List and communicate probabilities using simple fractions, decimals and
percentages.

Num eracy - Support ing Your Child at Hom e
Activities to do at home:
· Have your child look at weather graphs. Get your child to
locate significant changes. Analyse trends and explain changes.
· Together with your child, collect information about how much
time he/she spends watching TV or playing video games. Graph
how much time is spent watching TV or playing video games.
· Analyse how statistics are presented in sport and what they
mean.
· Calculate the average height of your family/siblings. Play 5
games of Rock, Paper and Scissors with your child. Record the
number of wins and calculate the probability of winning.

SCIENCE
During each Science based unit, students will not only be
investigating the specific scientific understandings within a topic.
Students will investigate the earth and space sciences, physical,
biological and chemical sciences. They will also investigate the
nature and development of science as a human endeavour, learning
about the use and influence of science both here in Australia and
around the world. Through their investigations, students will
develop their scientific inquiry skills of:
- questioning and predicting
- developing a hypothesis
- designing and planning experiments that are fair and effective
- conducting experiments and collecting data
- processing and analysing data and information
- evaluating results
- communicating and explaining conclusions

HUM ANITIES
HISTORY
During each History unit, students will not only be investigating the specific historical
understandings within a topic but will also investigate ch r on ological t er m s an d
con cept s. They will be supported in asking h ist or ical qu est ion s and conducting
research to find the answers to these questions. In doing this, they will be encouraged
to an alyse an d u se a var iet y of sou r ces and consider different per spect ives an d
in t er pr et at ion s. Students will also be asked to explain an d com m u n icat e their
understandings with others. Through a variety of readings and experiences they will
develop a sense of em pat h y for people of the past, and through studying the flow and
influence of historical events they will develop an understanding of cau se an d ef f ect in
history.

GEOGRAPHY
The Victorian Geography curriculum defines seven key concepts in Geography
that are fundamental to development of geographic understanding:
- Place: town, village, Region, nation, earth
- Space: where features, sites and places are located
- En vir on m en t : interactions within & between the natural & human
environment
- Scale: study places, features, environments on a regional, national continental
global level
- In t er con n ect ion : interrelationships at different scales linking local to global
- Su st ain abilit y: physical & human elements which interact to produce
sustainability (or not!)
- Ch an ge: geography deals with change over time and space
Year 5 & 6 students will undertake a range of activities and investigations that
will develop their understanding of these concepts. Whenever appropriate,
Geography investigations are integrated with relevant History, Numeracy or
Science investigations.

CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP
Civics and Citizenship aims to ensure students develop:
-

-

-

a lifelong sense of belonging to, and engagement with, civic life as an active
and informed citizen in the context of Australia as a secular democratic
nation with a dynamic, multicultural and multi-faith society
knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the values, principles,
institutions and practices of Australia?s system of democratic government
and law, and the role of the citizen in Australian government and society
skills necessary to investigate contemporary civics and citizenship issues, and
foster responsible participation in Australia?s democracy
the capacities and dispositions to participate in the civic life of their nation at
a local, regional and global level.

ECONOM ICS AND BUSINESS
The Economics and Business curriculum aims to develop students?:
-

-

-

-

enterprising behaviours and capabilities that are transferable into life, work
and business opportunities and contribute to the development and
prosperity of individuals and society
understanding of the ways society allocates limited resources to satisfy
needs and wants, and how they participate in the economy as consumers,
workers and producers
understanding of the work and business environments within the Australian
economy and its interactions and relationships with the global economy, in
particular the Asia region
reasoning and interpretation skills to apply economics and business

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
In the Design and Technologies curriculum, students will design and create
technological solutions in a range of contexts, including;
- Food an d f ibr e pr odu ct ion
- Food specialisat ion s
- M at er ials an d t ech n ologies specialisat ion s
- En gin eer in g pr in ciples an d syst em s
Students will consider the economic, environmental and social impacts of technological
change and how the choice and use of technologies can contribute to a sustainable
future.
Through Design and Technologies, students plan an d m an age projects from
conception to realisation. They undertake a design process to in vest igat e ideas,
gen er at e and refine possible solutions, and then pr odu ce and evalu at e their
designed solutions.

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
At Wattle Park Primary School, our aim is to teach students to become digitally literate. This
means that students are able to use technology to access, understand, participate, evaluate and
create content using digital media. With this in mind, we are constantly innovating and using
new technologies and online tools and resources as they become available. Digital technologies
include the use of computers, mobile devices, school network, WPPS Google Apps for Education,
Internet, digital cameras, photocopiers and online tools.

In Years 5 and 6, we are focused on improving students?competency with utilising Digital
Technologies for a variety of purposes, and in doing so by being a responsible Digital Citizen.
Digital Technology is changing our world at a rapid rate. Keeping up to date and knowledgeable
about all areas of technology can be difficult. However, by developing a culture of ?Digital
Citizens?where there is a shared understanding of how to act appropriately and responsibly
around technology, we are equipping the children of today with skills for tomorrow.

Our Year 5/6 students, have access to a range of digital technology to assist in developing their
skills across the three related Digital Technologies strands:Digital Systems, Data and
Information, and Creating Digital Solutions.

Digit al Syst em s
Students:
-

Focuses on the hardware, software and network components of digital systems. Students
initially learn about a range of hardware and software, and progress to an understanding
of how data are transmitted between components within a system, and how the
hardware and software interact to form networks.

Dat a an d In f or m at ion
Students:
-

Focuses on the properties of data, how it is collected and represented, and how it is
interpreted in context to produce information. Students learn how data is represented
and structured symbolically for use by digital systems, as well as techniques for collecting,
managing and organising data that is used to solve problems and create and
communicate ideas and information.

Cr eat in g Digit al Solu t ion s
Students:
-

Explores the interrelated processes and associated skills by which students create digital
solutions. Students engage in the four processes of analysing, designing, developing and
evaluating. Creating Digital Solutions requires skills in using digital systems and
computational, design and systems thinking, and interacting safely by using appropriate
technical and social protocols.

Google Apps f or Edu cat ion
Google Classroom will enhance the learning experience and help students develop important
online skills. On Google Classroom, students will be able to:
-

-

-

Boosts Collaboration
- Participate in class or group discussions that are monitored by the teacher
(students cannot send private messages to other students)
Enhanced communication and feedback
- Communicate directly with the teacher to ask questions and get help with work
Better Organisation
- Keep track of important due dates, events, and tasks
Save Time & Paper
- Receive and turn in assignments and quizzes
- View missed work when absent from class
Access Google Classroom from any computer or mobile device with Internet capabilities

Su ppor t in g You r Ch ild at Hom e
Support at home is vital in developing students responsible and safe use of digital technology.
Check out these websites for tips and strategies with dealing with digital technology at home.
-

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
http://www.cybersafetysolutions.com.au/internet-safety-tips-for-parents-teachers-carers/

THE HOM EWORK
GRID
Based on the work of Educational Expert, Dr Ian Lillico
There is no doubt that children need to practice concepts learnt at school,
within time constraints, but we need to broaden the definition of Homework.
Any work that children do at home needs to be counted and parents and
teachers should work together to ensure that children do some work at
home, but not a lot of sedentary work.

The Homework Grid is a solution to this old question of getting children to
do something at home and not opt out of family life. It will enable parents to
get children to do their share of work in the home including housework,
shopping, physical activity such as sport training and family outings such as
walking, fishing and exploring the world ? activities which enhance family
life. It also covers areas such as reading, being read to, playing a game with
parents, researching on the computer, music practice and many others.

The Homework Grid philosophy emphasises diversity, family life and active
pursuits. It gradually increases in time and complexity from Foundation to
Year 6.

Th e Role of Par en t s:
It is a good idea to spend two minutes each night with your child to help
them organize their homework before they start it. Help them order the
sequence of tasks and then set an amount of time to finish it. Students
should not spend wasted hours each night stewing over difficult work as
they begin to get a negative attitude to it as a result. If the homework is
too difficult for your children, please speak to your teacher.

Give positive feedback and praise for good work completed. It is
important to show an interest in your child?s work as it makes them feel
less isolated from the rest of the family.

Parents can assist by asking children questions prior to, during or after
their reading ? this directs their reading. It is also helpful for children to
verbalize what they are about to write prior to writing. This can mean
talking to you about the topic or explaining the main points. This
process greatly aids fluency and volume and helps cement thoughts
prior to writing.

Parents can find out more ways to assist their children at home by
participating in our Parent Helper program, attending information or
curriculum nights or drawing on the expertise of your classroom teacher
at a parent/teacher interview.

SPECIALIST CLASSES
M ANDARIN &
ASIAN STUDIES
All Year Five and Six students will participate in a 40 minute session each week
learning Mandarin Chinese. Students will be learning topics such as classroom
objects, dates, school life, occupations, countries and directions. They will
continue to explore Chinese culture through learning about festivals, stories and
customs, and can articulate differences and similarities to Australia. Our
approach to teaching Mandarin Chinese includes gestures (AIM), songs, games,
the use of ICT and flashcards. By the end of Year Six, students should have
developed a good understanding of both contemporary and traditional China,
developed informed attitudes and values about Chinese people and culture, and
gained essential listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in Mandarin.
Reading characters and pinyin is a key focus in this year level. Students are
encouraged to use their Mandarin Chinese in excursions. Practicing Mandarin
Chinese is encouraged at home to increase the amount of exposure to the
language. Please ensure your child completes their homework from Education
Perfect.
Teacher: Justin Wong

PERFORM ING
ARTS
The students in Years 5 and 6 visit the Performing Arts Centre (PAC) for a lesson each week. The
Victorian Curriculum provides a framework where students participate in activities focusing on the
areas of Dance, Drama and Music. At this level students solidify their primary school knowledge
and usage of the Performing Arts with an emphasis on participation. The students continue to
develop and formalize their experiences to a range of different styles of dance, including
choreography, dramatic scenarios, including monologues, and a variety of musical instruments,
including compositions, that are incorporated into weekly lessons.
Performance is a big part of the Performing Arts program at Wattle Park with events such as our
Whole School Production and Carols night. The students learn the material based upon an overall
theme. This is supported by additional rehearsals with their class teachers. More details about
these will be provided closer to the dates.
This year there is an addit ion al oppor t u n it y for students to further pursue areas of interest in
Performing Arts. The students are given the opportunity to participate in a senior choir. We meet
for a practice each week on Wednesday at lunchtime for half an hour. It is open t o st u den t s f r om
Year s 4-6. The main aim of Choir is to be part of a team, build a repertoire of songs in a variety of
styles and have experience performing for audiences throughout the year.
Teacher: Sylwia Michalska

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
Physical Education (P.E.) is the process through which motor skills and fitness skills are taught
in conjunction with the development of the child?s personal and social skills. It promotes the
development of understanding and, where relevant, skills in a range of areas, including: Fundamental movement patterns and coordinated body actions - The concept of fitness Physical activity - Growth and development - Effective relationships - Identity - Safety,
challenge and risk - Food and nutrition ? Health. At Wattle Park P.S, all children from Grades 5
to 6 participate in a weekly Physical Education class.

At this level, they perform specialised movement skills and combine movement concepts and
strategies to achieve movement outcomes. Students take more control of their own learning
through a sport education program (SEPEP) and understand the roles and responsibilities of
all people involved in sport.

As the program is based around physical activity it is highly recommended that the children
wear runners to school on their P.E. day. All students should bring a drink bottle filled with
water to ensure that they remain hydrated. During terms 1 and 4 students also need to have
a broad brimmed or bucket hat and it is advised that they have a small tube of their own
personal sunscreen to apply.

The aquatics component of the program is run late in term 4 for the entire school. It is held
at the P.L.C. pool by qualified staff and all children are expected to attend. You will receive
more details of the swimming program later in the year.

Teacher: Nick Lindsay

VISUAL ARTS
Over the year, the art program includes the exploration of both two and
three-dimensional materials in the form of drawing, printing, painting, collage, modelling,
construction and threads and textiles. Particular focus is given to the art elements of line,
shape, colour, texture, tone and pattern. It is very important to provide children with
hands on, sensory experience. The students are given time to explore and experiment
with different materials and techniques enabling ?discoveries?to be made along the way.
These basic skills are extended and developed as both the projects and materials become
more challenging. All students are encouraged to push and challenge their materials and
techniques as the process of making is just as important, if not more, than the outcome.
In learning to respond to various aspects of the arts we will discuss and draw inspiration
from many artists and great periods of art, both historical and contemporary, famous and
those in our classroom. Student work is often displayed in and outside the Art room and
can be viewed on the school website. Please note that all students are required to wear a
smock (this can be anything that covers the uniform from an apron to an old thick t-shirt
or shirt) during art lessons.

Teacher: John Davey

INSTRUM ENTAL
M USIC
PROGRAM
M u sic Lesson s
In st r u m en t s Available
§ Piano

* For more information on which instrument would
be most suitable for your child, please contact the
office on 9572 3391 or admin@music-world.com.au

§ Violin
§ Cello
§ Guitar
§ Drums
§ Flute
§ Clarinet
§ Saxophone
In dividu al Lesson s
-

Individual/private lessons can be provided during school hours, once a week
for 30 minutes.
Individual/private lessons can be provided outside school hours at our Music
World studios, once a week for 30, 45 or 60 minutes.
Private lessons are encouraged for students wishing to progress at a faster
rate with their music. Private lessons are more suitable to prepare students
for music exams and/or solo performances, competitions and scholarships.

Pair ed/ Gr ou p Lesson s
-

Paired/Group instrumental lessons will be provided during school
hours ? once a week for 30 or 60 minutes.
Groups will be organised according to ability of students, expertise
of teachers as well as the number of students enrolled.
Group lessons are particularly suitable for when students are at the
same level. They offer a low cost, non-intimidating, and fun
introduction to instrumental music playing for beginners or
experienced students wishingto try a new instrument.

Ban d, Or ch est r a an d/ or En sem ble:
-

-

-

Music World offers Band, Ensemble and Orchestra opportunities for
students who wish to enhance their ensemble skills and play along
with their friends.
Currently, Music World offers band practice once a week before
school hours.
Band Practice does not occur during the first and last full week of
school term.
To be able to participate in our Band/Orchestra/Ensemble, the
students must have at least one year of experience on their
preferred instrument in order to be able to sight read music
adequately.
Fees for band, orchestra and ensembles are determined separately
from the student?s individual/paired/group lesson.
Student will also participate in school performances, Eisteddfods
and competitions where the opportunity arises and if the teacher
thinks they are ready to do so.

Equ ipm en t an d book s:
-

Instruments and other support materials can be purchased through
the Music World shop at 296 Waverley Road, East Malvern.
Music World also offers instrumental hire if required.

ACADEM IC
COM PETITIONS
Wattle Park Primary School participates in the Australasian Schools
Competitions. This year the Year 5 & 6 students will be given the opportunity to
undertake the English, Maths, Science and Spelling competitions. This is not a
compulsory activity. As we approach this time we will provide students with
practice opportunities to prepare them for this process. Talented Year 5 and 6
Mathematics students have the opportunity to participate in the Australasian
problem solving competition, ?Maths Olympiads?.

SUN SM ART
Please remember that the months of September, October,L November,
December, January, February, March, April and May are SunSmart terms.
Students are to wear a broad brimmed hat which is named. Students are
encouraged to wear sunscreen which may be applied before recesses and
lunchtime. Water bottles ? ?pop top?for classroom use (containing water only)
are encouraged.

M EDICAL ISSUES
If a child is well enough to attend school but requires medication to be administered
during school hours, parents should supply the medication to the office in a
pharmacy-dispensed container with the name of the student and the dose required.
The name of the medication should be clearly marked on the container. Accompanying
the container, parents are requested to provide written instructions regarding the
medication required, and the date/s, dose and the time it is to be administered.
Proformas are available from the office. If your child is absent due to sickness, please
send in a short note upon their return.

COM M UNICATION
Throughout the year we encourage you to stay informed by:
-

-

Accessing sch ool w ebsit e www.wattleparkps.vic.edu.au
Sch ool New slet t er (sent out every Friday - subscribe on the school websites)
Year Level New slet t er (termly - access on school website)
Kon n ect ive - We provide regular updates about the latest events and activities via our
Konnective App.
Com pass: An app that allows you to:
- Book parent/teacher meetings at the end of terms 1 and 3
- Access school reports at the end of each semester
- View school messages
- View attendance information
Sch ool Assem bly: This is held every Monday at 3pm in our School Gymnasium for
around 25 minutes. It is run by our Year Six students and includes information about
what is happening at school, upcoming events, principal updates, and certificates of
merit.

We welcome and value your input and encourage you to contact your child?s teacher if you have
any queries or concerns.

EVENTS
All students will have the opportunity to experience sports, camp, excursions and
incursions. In addition to whole school fundraising for community associations,
Year 6 students will also be involved in many leadership opportunities. Prior to
camp more information will be provided to parents.

We very much look forward to a close home and school partnership this year and
hope that you will not hesitate to contact us if you have any queries.

Th e WPPS Sen ior Sch ool Team
Ph ilippa St at k u s, Cyn t h ia Tu ck , Jam es Feat h er ,
Rich ar d Abell, Tali M ason & M elin da Dow n es.

Wat t le Par k
Pr im ar y Sch ool
225 Warrigal Road
Burwood, Melbourne
3125
Phone: (03) 9808 2165
Fax: (03) 9888 7239

