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Dear Parents and Carers,
As you are aware, Victoria has enacted a state of disaster to enforce Stage 4 Coronavirus Restrictions. The COVID-19
pandemic has impacted on everyone in the community in different ways and we will certainly have members of the
Wattle Park community who have been significantly affected, either in relation to their work or the health and wellbeing of a friend or family member. To all those affected, we extend our thoughts and sincere best wishes.

On Wednesday August 5th, the State of Victoria schools moved into another phase of Remote and Flexible Learning.
The Government has introduced a number of important changes to the current arrangements as detailed below:

Foundation to Year 6 students will continue with remote and flexible learning. Please note that the eligibility criteria
for students that can attend on-site has changed significantly as follows:

 Children whose parents are permitted workers (we are awaiting detailed information on the definition of
‘permitted workers’ however this refers to parents who are working offsite from home)

 Vulnerable children in out of home care, children known to child protection and other agencies and children
the school identifies as vulnerable

 Children with a disability who also fit one of the above two categories
It is very clear that the underlying intent of the Stage 4 Restrictions is to minimise movement and travel in the community and for people to work from home wherever possible. In accordance with DET advice and guidelines, our
strong focus is on minimising the number of students and staff on site. This means that many students who have been
attending onsite will now need to engage in remote and flexible learning from home. The application and registration
process for students attending onsite has been updated and will again require a separate application - I do apologise
for the inconvenience this may cause.

Essentially, every endeavour should be made for students to be at home and we thank you in anticipation of your
support. Attendance at school is a last resort option and only if the eligibility criteria are met.

All staff members are expected to work from home, unless they are directly involved in supervising / supporting students onsite. Our staff will continue to place a high priority on the wellbeing and educational outcomes of all of our
students; however this will predominantly be undertaken in a remote learning environment.

I thank you for your understanding and support as we navigate our way through the current situation. We recognise
that the changes may be difficult for some of you, however we must consider them in the broader context of the global
pandemic and the state of disaster in Victoria.

On a brighter note, it is Principal’s Day today! Many thanks for the many messages and images that Mr Donohue and I
have received today from students, staff and parents. In one student’s image, I am a cat and Mr Donohue is a rabbit.
I’m not sure on the connection, maybe they know that the AFL team I follow is Geelong and I never knew but perhaps
Steve follows the South Sydney rugby team the ‘rabbitohs’!

During the pandemic I have been completing jigsaw puzzles. Now that overseas travel is non-existent, I try to complete
puzzles that take me to different places in the world. The last puzzle was a Japanese scene and the current one is to
Paris, France. Ms Ellie Cuolahan our Year 2 teacher inspired me to take up jigsaw puzzles. All ages can participate in a
puzzle and it is such a collective achievement when complete.

Please remember that Mr Donohue and I are always available for any members of our school community who need
support. Please do not hesitate to contact either of us if we can provide assistance with the online learning program or
a friendly call to your child. This week I have rung a number of students to have a chat and it’s wonderful to be able to
hear their voice and speak directly with them about how they are travelling.

Parents, you are doing a great job!

Warm regards and stay safe
Gayle

