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Dear Parents and Carers,
Wednesday was certainly the highlight of the week with all the Foundation students and teachers dressing up as Fairy Tale characters.
Everyone was so excited but by the end of the day exhausted! Many thanks to parents and grandparents who did an absolutely amazing job with creating costumes. Such a range of different characters. Please see the attached photos.
Although Wednesday was the highlight, today came a pretty close second with the arrival of one of our lambs! Next term we will
have 2 to 3 lambs on site for the Year 2 students to nurture. Many thanks to Darcy’s dad, Sam Stringer who sources lambs for us to
raise from Gippsland farmers. Last year lambs were not as readily available due to the drought. The lambs do not have permanent
residency here, once a fully-fledged sheep they must go back to the farmer. I’m not sure whether the Year 2 students were teasing
me but I think they have called the lamb COVID!
Over the holidays we have a number of maintenance tasks that will be addressed. All of the outdoor seats are to be renovated and
painted, a tree stump in the chicken coop area is to be removed and another small shed will be erected so that the lambs can stay safe
from a predatory fox.
Please be aware that we now have a number of new cameras installed around the school. During term one we had some considerable
damage to the Warrigal Road fence and graffiti on the Out of School Hours Care building. I can’t thank our neighbours and parents
enough for contacting me directly about these incidents so that we can address them immediately. Anything urgent please call the
police but I will also be available and onsite some days.
Mr Steve Donohue is taking long service leave for the first two weeks of term 3. We wish Mr Donohue well during this time and
look forward to his return in week 3. Ms Emma Tan, Foundation B teacher and level 1 coordinator will be acting assistant principal
during this time. Mrs Sarah Nolan one of our very experienced casual relief teachers will take on the role as Foundation B teacher.
What is fortunate is that the Foundation students will still be able to visit Emma at school in the assistant principal office. I’m certain
Emma will have lots of visitors.
Each year I take an enrichment Maths Olympiad class for those Year 5 & 6 students who have a talent or passion for mathematics.
Today was the first time I have had an opportunity to spend time with them this term and complete some problem solving tasks. And
to my surprise, their mathematics has improved! So very proud of them all. Well done to their classroom teachers and their parent
teachers.
I’m certainly looking forward to a break from Department of Education communications for the next two weeks. Emails have been
relentless, night and day! Thank you one and all for your support and words of encouragement of the leadership, teachers and office
staff during these unprecedented times. We’ve done our very best to remain calm and provide the best form of education through
remote and face to face teaching.
Hopefully Victorians will heed the messages of our Chief Health Medical Officer, Professor Brett Sutton so that we can begin to lift
restrictions. I am very proud of our students, teachers and community who have been alert to the warnings. Please read Professor

Brett Sutton’s attached message that was sent today.
Stay safe and well during the holidays. Taking extra special care of your children during this time.

Warm Regards
Gayle

Victorian Chief Health Officer message to parents
I am writing to Victorian parents, carers and students today to seek every family’s support in slowing the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) in Victoria.
As the school holidays approach, we can’t ease up on looking after ourselves and our families. The only thing between
us and a second wave is what we do next.
Wherever you go, please be mindful of the risks. Be aware others may be carrying the virus and practice physical distancing.
We are currently experiencing the highest case numbers we’ve seen in more than two months. Current evidence suggests that the rise in case numbers in Victoria is being driven by families having get-togethers and not following advice
around physical distancing and hygiene.
Unfortunately, we are still in a pandemic and people’s lives are still at risk. As we’ve seen across the world, this virus has
the ability to turn a small number of cases into hundreds in a matter of days.
This is not where we want to be and we must all act now – while we can.
This is why we’ve had to implement a number of revised restrictions. The number of visitors you can have at your home
is now reduced to five. Outside the home, families and friends can meet in groups up to ten.
This is how each and every member of the community can help:


Stay safe while out in the community.



Stay safe at home. And that means only seeing those you need to. Don’t have big family gatherings and remember
to keep your distance and maintain good hygiene.



Don’t share food or drinks.



If you, or anyone in your family is feeling unwell – stay at home. Don’t visit friends and family. Don’t go on holiday if
you are unwell and don’t go to work. Don’t send your kids to school, childcare or kindergarten if they are unwell stay home.



And if you have symptoms, get tested.

The vast majority of Victorians are doing the right thing, but this is a wake-up call and we cannot be complacent.
It’s up to all of us to keep our friends and families safe.
For current information and updates on coronavirus (COVID-19) visit the Victorian Government’s coronavirus website.
If anyone in your family has any of the symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), however mild, they should stay at home,
seek advice and get tested. These symptoms include fever, chills or sweats, a cough, a sore throat, shortness of breath
or runny nose, or loss of sense of smell or taste. For more information about where to get tested visit the getting tested
for coronavirus web page.
If you’re concerned yourself or a family member has contracted the virus and need more information, please call the 24hour coronavirus hotline on 1800 675 398.

Adj Clin Prof Brett Sutton
Victorian Chief Health Officer

