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DIARY DATES
March
Dear Parents,
As parents and educators, we are frequently challenged by how
best to parent / educate the young people in our care. This recent
article on the ABC News site has some interesting content that is
certainly worth considering. You can access the entire article via
this link. If you don’t have time to read the entire article, here are
some of the key points:
When Dr Stuart Shanker (a professor of psychology and philosophy at York University) works with families, he often starts off
with the number one restorative for all kids, which is sleep. For at
least an hour before bedtime, there should be no screen time.
Parents often will ask, “What should we do if our kids are not
playing games or chatting with friends?” The simple answer is
reading! Reading is a naturally self-regulating activity, as is listening to gentle music.
Connecting with your kids is also really important. "We want to
work hard, especially with the young children, on sleep hygiene,
so that they enjoy the process of gradually unwinding. And nothing does this as effectively as that quiet time alone with your parent," he explained. “This is a special moment for them to feel safe
and secure.”
Our first School Council meeting for 2020 is scheduled for Tuesday evening (the same night as our Parent/Teacher Interviews)
after our Annual General Meeting.
We are farewelling three School Council members; Mr. Matthew
Torney, Mrs. Jackie Brodie and Ms. Alison Wingate. I would like
to thank them all for their service and contributions to the school.
Matthew has served for three years, two of them being as School
Council President, leading the council and ensuring that we have
rich conversations and discussions to inform decision making.
Matthew has a very strong moral compass and always has the
interests of our students first and foremost. The partnership between the school principal and school council president is integral
to the successful operation of the school. Matthew and I worked
together for 3 years and built a strong relationship based on trust
and mutual respect. On behalf of the school community a most

16th Foundation Education Experience/Incursion - Responsible Pets
17th Parent Teacher Meetings 3.50 - 7.30pm
17th School Council AGM 7.00pm
17th School Council Meeting 2020 7.30pm
18th Parent Teacher Meetings 3.50 - 5pm
19th Yr 5/6 Sports Gala Day
19th Yr 3 Education Experience/Excursion - Shrine of Remembrance
20th School Photos - Foundation to Yr 5 & sibling photos
20th Movie Night
20th Yr 6 Young Leaders Conference
24th-27th Yr 5/6 Canberra Camp
25th Yr 1 Education Experience/Excursion Rockpool Expo
27th Last Day of the Term - 2.30 finish (free dress)

Curriculum Days (student free days)
28th January - Tuesday
13th July - Monday

16th April - Thursday
2nd November – Monday

Public Holidays
13th April - Easter Monday

25th April - ANZAC Day

8th June - Queen’s Birthday

3rd Nov - Cup Day

Foundation to Year 5 & sibling photos
are taken on 20th March. Sibling
Order Envelopes can be collected from
the Office.
Second Hand Uniform Shop will be open on the following dates
16th March

sincere thank you Matthew, Jackie and Alison.
Last newsletter, two year 6 students, Naomi and Coco wrote a magnificent piece on what it is to be a leader. It has been
such a well-received initiative that I have asked all Year 6 students to write a submission for our fortnightly newsletter.
So it is over to James and Minjun, two of our school ambassadors.
Warm Regards

Gayle

A Piece From Year 6
Over the past two weeks the Year Six students have started to contemplate what innovations to add to our
school in the form of persuasive writing. All the Year 6 Leadership groups met together and worked on different ideas. Some of these students’ opinions have been discussed and agreed upon and are now being enacted.
All our future leaders are working hard to improve our school step by step. Next Friday ten of the Year Sixes
are heading off to the Young Leaders Conference at the Melbourne Exhibition Centre, where they will be able
to proudly represent our school. (Hopefully, who knows how government policy on COVID-19 will impact on
school events)
Last Friday, the Year Six students went out into the school to help the Foundation students develop their five
senses skills. Together, they searched around for items on their list and matched it to what sense it belonged
to. This was one of their first chances at outdoor learning, so they all had the opportunity to experience something new that they excitedly enjoyed with their buddies. They have also had a similar experience enjoying
their first lunch with the rest of the school. The Year Six students welcomed the Foundation students by playing with them and building their confidence too but they are slowly making more friends and fitting into the
school environment.
Both the Foundation students and the Year Six students are progressing forward and feeling more comfortable and confident in their roles in the school.
Written by, Minjun And James L

Expression of Interest
Curriculum Day - Thursday 16th April,
Team Kids may operate on the day if there
are sufficient numbers. Should you require to book in your child/ren for all day
care, please contact Team Kids on 0439
249 677 or
wattleparkps@teamholiday.com.au, to
book a spot.

COMPASS UPDATE
Wattle Park Primary School will now be using COMPASS to communicate with parents/guardians if
your child needs to attend First Aid.
Parents/Guardians will receive an email if your child
attends First Aid, with a brief description as to the
reason why and another email when you child departs First Aid.

Parent/Guardians will continue to be contacted by
phone if our First Aide staff believe your child is too
unwell to remain at school or if they have received
a blow to the head.

FIRST AID ROOM ROSTER 2020
In order to keep our First Aid Room clean and tidy, we require volunteers to assist with this
task. We need approximately 40 families on our roster to ensure that every family only
needs to do this once per year.

It is not time consuming and requires approximately 15

minutes of your time on a FRIDAY.

The duties include:
Changing the sheets, pillow cases and re-making the bed with clean linen (all provided
in the first aid room).
Washing and returning the clean linen for the following Friday.
Checking that the area is clean and tidy.
Wiping over the cupboards, bench tops and the sink.
Tidying the spare clothes cupboard if needed.

We're using SignUp.com (the leading online SignUp and reminder tool) to organize our upcoming SignUps.

Here's how it works in 3 easy steps:
1) Click this link to see our SignUp on SignUp.com: http://signup.com/go/wGNyieA
2) Review the options listed and choose the spot(s) you like.
3) Sign up! It's Easy - you will NOT need to register an account or keep a password on SignUp.com.

Note: SignUp.com does not share your email address with anyone. If you prefer not to use
your email address, please contact me and I can sign you up manually.

Thank you in anticipation.

Jo Holland
First Aid Co-ordinator

STUDENT ABSENCES AND COMPASS
Dept regulation requires all families to inform the school of their child’s absence. Please use the Compass portal to record their
absence, before 9am. Without your prior notification of any absence, via Compass preferably, or a phone call to the office, you
will receive a “please explain” phone call from the office. Automated emails are sent out at 9.30am to all families with absent
children. Telephone calls will be made from 10.30 onwards.
If you cannot log into Compass please contact the office for a password reset.
HATS – Remember September
There is a Dept policy of ‘No Hats No Play’. Hats must be worn between the months of September and April. Hats must be worn
whilst children are outside. If no hat is brought to school, children will be required to play in shaded areas. The school is unable
to provide spare hats.

CASH/CHEQUES TO THE OFFICE
Please ensure any money brought to the school office is in a clearly named envelope: Child’s Name, Class, Payment description.
SCHOOL HOURS 9am to 3.30pm
Parents of late attendees must sign into the Kiosk at the office and collect an authorised late slip before children can go to class.
If you wish to collect your child early from school, parents/guardians must obtain an authorised early leave slip from the Kiosk at
the office, before collecting your child from class.
VOLUNTEERS FOR 2020
● All volunteer s must sign a new Child Safe Code of conduct for 2020 – see the office
● The Working With Children Certificate must also be sighted by the office – before any volunteering can be undertaken at the
school – Dept requirement.
SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP
Second Hand Uniform Shop will be open on the following dates:
16th March
Please remember NO hat NO play.
Hats can be purchased at the Office
Curriculum Day, Thursday 16th April
See info inside.
Movie Night 20th March
See inside.

Community Notices

