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DIARY DATES 
  

March 
5th  Foundation students attend 5 days 
9th  Year 3 Educational Experience/ Excursion Science works 
9th  Year 4 Educational Experience/ Incursion by Mad About Science 
12th  Labour Day Holiday 
13th Year 1 Educational Experience/ Excursion to Ricketts Point 
13th-16th Mobile School Dentist Visiting 
                ( flyer available at Office)  
16th  School Photos  
16th  Movie Night 
19th  Year 2 Educational Experience/excursion to Aquarium  
23rd  Year 4/5/6 GALA Day district Schools Venve and Time TBC  
26th  Young Leaders Conference (selected students) 
27th  Parent /Teacher Meetings 
27th  7.15pm School Council 7.30pm AGM 
28th  Parent /Teacher Meetings 
29th  Year 5/6 Educational Experience/ Incursion Numeracy 
          ( CBA, Start Smart) 
29th March Term 1 Ends  2.30pm dismissal. 
 April 
16th  Curriculum Day for YR Foundation — 4 
16th– 20th  5/6 Canberra Camp 
17th  April Term 2 begins (students commence) 
23rd Curriculum Day for Year 5/6 
25th   Anzac Day no students 
 May 
9th   WPPS X– Country whole school  
        (Venve and Time TBC)  
15th-16th Year 3 & 5  NAPLAN  
24th  Performing Arts Educational Experience/Incursion ( whole school) 
26th  Open day 
26th  Trivia Night 
 June 
11th  Queens Birthday (no students) 
12th-15th Year 5 Bike ED 
18th-22nd Year 5 Bike ED 
29th Term 2 Ends 2.30pm dismissal. 
 
Term 3 16th July—21st September 
Term 4 8th October—21st December  
Curriculum Days (student free days) 
Monday  16th April 
Monday  16th July 
Monday   5th November 
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Dear Parents, 
Hot off the Press- there is a new before and after School Care 
provider commencing in Term 2- Team Holiday. Thank you 
to all of our School Council members who have worked long 
and hard to find a provider that offers the best of care for our 
students and families who utilise the program. Special men-
tion of the Working Party comprising Gayle Cope, Steve 
Donohue and parents; Mrs Jackie Brodie and  Mr Tim Hum-
phries who conducted a thorough analysis through a competi-
tive interview and tender process to award the successful pro-
vider, Team Holiday.  First and foremost was the criteria of 
the provision of a high standard of duty of care towards your 
children along with a stimulating program. Please see at-
tached Team Holidays introductory letter.  Team Holiday has 
of course provided holiday programs here at the school during 
vacation periods for the past four years. So they are familiar 
with the grounds, staff and school culture. Stay tuned for a 
name change however as they are more than a holiday pro-
gram now! 
It’s Movie Night time! For the past sixteen years Wattle Park 
Primary School’s Parents and Friends Association has operat-
ed a community movie night in March. The event is always a 
highlight on the school calendar. There is much talk about the 
weather beforehand- ‘What is the likelihood of rain?’ ‘What’s 
the best location to view the screen?’ The students are just so 
excited to be able to see a movie with their friends where they 
have freedom to stretch, grab a sausage and/or drink then re-
turn to the safety of their family. It is indeed a very special 
night. Tash Sinclair (mother of Hamish Year 5) although not 
the PFA president this year has worked tirelessly behind the 
scenes making certain that the organisation is in place for 
another successful night.  However it is imperative that we 
have wider community support. 
 We still need volunteers to assist with the various stalls on 
the night.  If someone from each family could spare an hour 
or two the load will be shared. There are spots to help out on 
the gates, BBQ, Wine Stall, Movie Food and Glowies Stall 
and setting up before the night begins.   
Please go to http://signup.com/go/atRHkLv to sign up to 
assist on the night. It’s a wonderful way to meet new people 

2018 Camps  
 
YR 5/6 16th –20th April 
— Canberra  
 
YR 3/4 27th—29th Au-
gust — Arrabri 
 
YR 2 School Sleepover  
9th November  

http://signup.com/go/atRHkLv


who are more than likely to be parents of your children’s friends.  
The movie is Paddington 2. A great choice according to Year 6 teachers Ms Statkus and Karl Jenkinson who are Paddington 
Bear fans.   
As you would be aware teachers are involved in two mandated meetings per week on Tuesday and Wednesday nights. But of 
course teachers often meet in their own time after school and on weekends to organise events, introduce new initiatives, read 
the latest research about education and reflect on their own teaching practice. On Wednesday night I was a participant in a lit-
eracy session with the Year 3, 4 5 and 6 teachers led by Ms Statkus about how best to teach reading. What our current 
NAPLAN data tells us that students do well here in reading but the number of our top students in reading in Year 3 don’t nec-
essarily remain the same number of top reading students in Year 5. 
So this year we are on a mission to encourage everyone to read more; students across all year levels, staff and parents. Re-
search indicates that if reading is modelled by adults, children will quickly adopt the same behaviours if encouraged along with 
the supply of quality books. While visiting the library this week, Anastasia in Year 1 told me that she had read 50 books over 
the holidays! 
Please read the attached article by Nikki Gemmell that has implications for us as educators and parents. 
The last piece of news is that we are farewelling Mr Aaron Hare our physical education teacher extraordinaire! Mr Hare has 
successfully been appointed as the full-time Physical Education teacher at Noble Park English Language School. Aaron will be 
dearly missed at Wattle Park. Aaron has brought with him great ideas and initiatives to enhance the school house system along 
with a commitment to providing quality sports sessions for our students. We wish Aaron all the very best in his new venture. 
Aaron’s last day will be Thursday 8th March.  
 

Happy Reading this weekend! 
 

Warm Regards Gayle 
 

 

 

 

 
                     

  
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The violations of loyalty, dignity, trust. The jokey video gone viral — and your child is the butt of 
the joke. The boasty pictures of the party your child isn't invited to; all the worlds the gatekeepers won't 
let them enter. The child whose friend asks for their password because, well, they're friends; then the 
Facebook page or Instagram account has been taken over by someone who mightn't have their best in-
terests at heart. The embarrassing photo meant for one person's eyes only, posted online for everyone to 
see. The urging of your child to go kill themselves and do everyone a favour. And some do. 
 
      It's the underbelly of our children's screen-saturated lives; a shadowy world we parents often don't 
know about. But many of us witness the changing child and feel queasy. The tiny heads bowed. The 
curiosity sapped. The spark of brimful life lost. The aggressive tantrum when a screen is taken from 
them and they become someone else. 
 
       There's been talk recently that this young generation's addiction to social media and screens is akin 
to smoking cigarettes in the '60s — no one knew of the dangers they were sailing into, no one saw it 
coming. And now, all around us, are rumblings of concern about kids and screens and it feels like a vast 
cottoning on. Yes, it's great babysitting, but at what cost? What are we doing to them? 

 
 Earlier this year two large Apple investors urged CEO Tim Cook to issue health warnings for chil-

dren using iPhones. They want the technology behemoth to examine the impact its products are having 
on young people amid growing concerns over the smartphone's connection to mental health — psy-
chologists believe we're setting ourselves up for a public health crisis. 

 
     In Australia there have been calls for the introduction of the online equivalent of apprehended vio-
lence orders. Children need to know that cyber bullying has consequences, not only for others but 
themselves. Too often it's "other" kids doing the bullying. It's just too easy to do. Cyber safety chari-
ty the Carly Ryan Foundation wants police to be granted powers to ban cyber bullies from social me-
dia for sustained periods of time; to put young people on notice and give them the chance to do the 
right thing; to make them pause, and think. Because children, if caught, would be unlikely to 
reoffend. 
There's a huge shame factor there. 
 
      The federal government recently announced that kids as young as four would now be given lessons 
in cyber safety; police have noticed that children are posting explicit images and being groomed online 
at shockingly young ages. 

 
An Auckland school recently asked parents to ban their children from using social media for the two 

years they're there. Kowhai Intermediate School declared: "We believe it would be highly beneficial for 
our students and indeed families to create and support a social media-free community for students out-
side of school hours." They're all in this together. 

 
The recent suicide in the Northern Territory of 14-year-old Dolly Everett shone a spotlight on the issue. 
Dolly's 15-year-old friend, Katelyn Simpson, received vile Snapchat messages after her death: "Why 
don't you just go cut your wrist until you bleed out," one urged. "You'll do everyone a favour. Go do 
what dolly did it should've been you not her". 
 
It feels like we're in the midst of a massive "oh s..t" moment. If kids are doing this, imagine what type 
of adults they'll grow up to be. Schools need to step up. Principals and counsellors. But most important-
ly, the parents. Engage more with what our children are involved with on screens: supervise, pry, ques-
tion. Whether the kids like it or not. 

By NIKKI GEMMELL 
THE WEEKEND AUSTRALIAN MAGAZINE 11 



 

 Have you signed up for Konnective Yet? 
Konnective is a mobile app solution that will allow us to communicate with you, our parents, straight to 
your smartphone. You will be able to receive important alerts (similar to a text message) as soon as they 
are released. 
 

Via the app, we can send communication to specific grade levels, so you will receive information specific 
to your child’s grade as well as general news or updates that will go to everyone. This will extend and 
enhance our existing communications (eg. Newsletter, website). 
For those without a smartphone, there will be a link to the general updates on our website. 
 

Please see the instructions on how to register, log in and connect to Konnective.  



 
 

WPPS Twilight Movie Night 2018 
Friday 16

th
 March 

 

Our Movie Night this year is “Paddington 2” which 
will be screened outdoors near the Banksia St Gate 

on the big screen. 
 

This has been a highlight on the School’s Social Calendar 
for the past 16 years and continues to be so successful 
based on the volunteers from the school community. 

 

Volunteers 
We need lots of volunteers to assist with the various 
stalls on the night.  Can you or another adult in the 

family spare an hour or two?  There are spots to 
help out on the Gates, BBQ, Wine Stall, Movie Food 

and Glowies Stall and  
Setting Up. 

We expect that everyone helps out with  
Pack Up at the end of the night! 

Go to http://signup.com/go/atRHkLv 

 

 

http://signup.com/go/atRHkLv


Movie Ticket Sales 
Avoid the queue at the gate, and save some money 

by pre-purchasing your tickets. 
They are cheaper if you pre-order your tickets ra-

ther than purchasing at the door on the night! 
A pre-purchased Family Ticket is $35 and a single 

ticket is $10. 
(Gate price is $40 for a Family Pass and  

$12 for a Single Ticket). 
Go to https://www.trybooking.com/UEFA 

 

Lolly Donations 
There is a tub outside the office and we are happily 

taking donations of bags of lollies to sell on the night. 
 

Movie Night Sponsorship 
We pride ourselves in promoting family and local busi-

nesses by offering a sponsorship package whereby we ad-
vertise your business to the WPPS community in several 

ways in the lead-up and after Movie Night.   
Contact Astrid Blackburn if you are interested in finding 
out more by emailing astridblackburn@bigpond.com or 

calling her on 0408-001-300 
 
 

Any further questions, please contact 

Tash Sinclair 
natasha.sinclair@bigpond.com 

0412-153-652 

https://www.trybooking.com/UEFA
mailto:astridblackburn@bigpond.com


 

W a t t l e Pa r k  Pr ima r y  Sc ho o l  Pr esen t s ...

St u den t  Na me: CLA SS:

Please submit entry to the School Office  by Thur sday Ma r ch 8, 2018.

Winners receive a family pass to the 2018 WPPS Movie Night!



2018 House Competition 
Term 1 

CHALLENGES 

SPORT Swimming Trials, Running 
Club 

ACADEMIC Spelling Bee 

COMMUNI-
TY 

SFS (Sport for Schools) 

CULTURAL House Chant 

 
Running Club –Earn Points for every lap you complete!!! 
 
Spelling Bee – A student representative for each year level of each House will compete to win House points.  

 
SFS Sport for Schools – Every member of each house has the chance to earn points. Every time $10 is spent 

at Coles the student will receive a voucher. Each voucher is to be placed into the House Coloured boxes 
outside the photocopying room. This is also a great way for the school to receive free sport equipment in 
Term 3. 

 
House Chant – Students will create a new house chant! Greatest Chant Wins!!!   

 
At the end of each term a winner will be announced. The winners will receive 4 points. Fourth will receive 1 
point. 
At the end of the year, points from each term will be tallied and the winning House will receive a House Trophy.  

Sports for Schools House Competition 
This year we will be participating in Coles Sports for Schools. This Initiative began mid last 
week and runs until the 11th May. Each shopper is rewarded with a voucher for every $10 
spent at Coles. Each voucher goes towards our school being able to purchase new sporting 
gear for lunchtimes and P.E.  
We have collection boxes outside the photocopying room near the school office. Each Box 
are coloured and labelled with House names. Teachers have your students allocated house 
available if needed.  
If you shop at Coles please remember to ask for a voucher or two every time you shop! 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notices gone home: 
 Mobile School Dentist Flyer 
  Contributions Letter  

 

Second Hand Uniform shop will 
be open again on Monday 5th 
March 3.30-4.00pm 
Second hand uniform available 
from $2. 
If you have uniform to donate please take 
it to the school office.  

Lost & Found 
Two Fitbits found, please 

see Office 

Reminder: 2018 school contributions were due 2nd March.  Thank you for payments re-
ceived and a friendly reminder for payments still outstanding. As all supplies have been 
given to the students, it is imperative that contributions are paid.   The school appreciates 
that families sometimes experience financial difficulties in meeting payment requests.  A 
range of support options are available to parents who have difficulty making payments in-
cluding the CSEF ‘Camps, Sport and Excursions Fund’ and the State Schools Relief Com-
mittee support. The school office can assist you with the relevant forms if you have a cur-
rent Healthcare Card, see notice below. 
  
Please contact the school on 9808 2165 if you need to make confidential arrangements with 
the School Principal, Ms Gayle Cope in order to meet your payment commitments. An al-
ternative arrangement Family Payment Plan may be collected from the Office. 

 
 

 

Garden Request 
Penny our SAKG Gardener has requested newspapers for garden. Please leave papers bundled up 
and place in tub on the trestle table outside of  the 3/4 building . 

Running Club 
 Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays morning 8:15am 

What to advertise your business to the local community? Contact 
Astrid on 0408-001-300 to find out how to purchase a Movie Night 
Sponsorship package. 



 
 

 





 



 



 
Order Envelopes will be sent home next week. Sibling photos can be ordered on line 
up until the night before-15th March. Otherwise sibling envelopes can be collected 
from the office. 
 
  





 

WPPS Canteen Volunteer Form  

Terms 1 & 2, 2018 

  
CANTEEN RE-OPENS MONDAY 12TH FEBRUARY 

 

Our canteen would not be able to run without the wonderful support of volunteer parents, 

friends and grandparents of our school. 

 

We are calling for volunteers, whether you are an experienced hand or an eager learner. 

 

School Council requires all volunteers to have: 

 

1. Current WWWC (Working with Children Check) 

2. Signed acknowledgement of the WPPS ‘Child Safety Code of Conduct Form’ 

(available at the office or on the school website) 

  

The canteen operates on Mondays and Fridays each week, and we will schedule you for 2 

shifts of 2½ hours each, for the term.  If you would like to help more, please indicate this, as 

extra shifts are available. 

   

All shifts will have a canteen co-ordinator present, who will co-ordinate and assist in the 

smooth running of the day. 

 

The canteen relies on volunteers to operate successfully; so please give this due 

consideration.  

Print and complete the form below and return to the office by Wednesday 7th February. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Thank you for volunteering for the Canteen 

 

Name: __________________________________ Child/ren’s Class: ____________  

 

Mobile Phone Number: __________________ 

 

Email Address: _______________________________________ 

 

Preferred Day:                    Monday          Friday 

(please circle) 

Preferred Shift:           10am – 12.30pm (Monday & Friday) 

11am – 1.30pm (Monday & Friday) 

12pm – 2.30pm (Monday & Friday) 

9am – 11.30am (Friday only) 

 

Any other information ___________________________________________ 





Sports for Schools House Competition 
This year we will be participating in Coles Sports for Schools. This Initiative began mid last 
week and runs until the 11th May. Each shopper is rewarded with a voucher for every $10 
spent at Coles. Each voucher goes towards our school being able to purchase new sporting 
gear for lunchtimes and P.E.  
We have collection boxes outside the photocopying room near the school office. Each Box 
are coloured and labelled with House names. Teachers have your students allocated house 
available if needed.  
If you shop at Coles please remember to ask for a voucher or two every time you shop! 

 

 



 

 

 
Team Holiday - Premium Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) provider has arrived at 

Wattle Park PS to provide next-level experiences for your children. 
 
Team Holiday are an OSHC provider owned, managed and run by teachers. Our reputation as a sector leader is built 
on our commitment to providing children with the best possible experiences. The Team Holiday core values of Fun, 
Service Excellence and Safety drive everything we do. 
 
 

 
 
The Before & After Team 
 

Our specialist Before and After team work alongside schools, parents and children to develop a program that focuses 
on enriching experiences for children within a safe and engaging environment.  
Our programs are run by teachers and because we implement a 1:10 staff to student ratio, we have the time and 
resources to ensure every child’s individual needs are met.  
 
 
What makes Team Holiday Australia’s premium OSHC program? 
 

 A full-time Director of Service within the school, acting as a key link between Before and After School Care, 

Wattle Park and you, the school community. 

 A higher standard of carefully-selected teaching staff delivering on our promise of Fun, Service Excellence and 

Safety. 

 Lowest staff/student ratio in the industry, ensuring each child is offered the care and attention they require. 

 High-quality daily programming that offers a variety of unique experiences with free specialised clubs that 

regularly change based on the children’s interests. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are new to Team Holiday or require more information on times and fees, 
please visit our website www.teamholiday.com.au or call us on 9532 0366 



 
 
Team Holiday - Premium Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) provider has arrived at Wattle Park PS to 
provide next-level experiences for your children. 
We can’t wait to show you the amazing experiences we have planned for Wattle Park PS when we 
commence the before and after care in Term 2. 
 
For more information, visit teamholiday.com.au or call our office on 95320366 

 
 
Team Holiday - Premium Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) provider has arrived at Wattle Park PS to provide 
next-level experiences for your children. 
We are excited to be commencing Before and After care in Term 2, Monday 16th April. 
We are an OSHC provider owned, managed and run by teachers. Our reputation as a sector leader is built on 
our commitment to providing children with the best possible experiences. The Team Holiday core values of 
Fun, Service Excellence and Safety drive everything we do. 
For more information, visit teamholiday.com.au or call our office on 95320366 












