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DIARY DATES 
  

  
April 
16th  Curriculum Day for Yr Foundation — 4 
16th– 20th  5/6 Canberra Camp 
17th  April Term 2 begins (students commence) 
23rd Curriculum Day for Year 5/6 
25th   Anzac Day no students 
 
 May 
9th   WPPS X– Country whole school  
        (Venve and Time TBC)  
15th-16th Year 3 & 5  NAPLAN  
24th  Performing Arts Educational Experience/Incursion ( whole school) 
26th  Open day 
26th  Trivia Night  
  
June 
11th  Queens Birthday (no students) 
12th-15th Year 5 Bike ED 
18th-22nd Year 5 Bike ED 
29th Term 2 Ends 2.30pm dismissal. 
 
Term 3 16th July—21st September 
 
Term 4 8th October—21st December  
 
Curriculum Days (student free days) 
Monday  16th April 
Monday  16th July 
Monday   5th November 
 
 

Kathmandu picnic rug left from Movie Night.  Please 
collect from the office. 
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Dear Parents,  
It is hard to believe that term one is complete and Easter is 
tomorrow! 
I would like to very much thank the staff and students who 
have completed a very busy term’s work culminating in 
parent/teacher interviews on Tuesday night and Wednesday 
afternoon. All students now have their individual learning 
goals in Reading, Writing, Mathematics, Humanities or Sci-
ence and Personal Learning, which sets the scene for their 
learning in term two. If you were unable to attend this week 
and meet with your child’s classroom teacher please ensure 
that you do so first week back of term two. 
Tuesday night was also the first meeting of the 2018 School 
Council and the Annual General meeting. I would like to wel-
come Mrs Gillian Doig (mother of Kirsty and Eilidh), Mrs 
Nan Wu (mother of Maggie and Mia) and new teacher repre-
sentatives Mr Daniel Watts and Ms Emma Tan. Matthew Tor-
ney (father of Cleo and Olivia) was voted unopposed as 
School Council President as was Mr Scott Humphries as 
Treasurer and Mr Angus Mackinnon as secretary. Mr Tim 
Humphries, Mr Laurence Irlicht and Mrs Jackie Brodie are 
current members serving for their second year or more! 
We farewelled Mrs Joanna Holland, our retiring School 
Council President, Mrs Mel King, Mr James Cooke and 
teachers Mrs Julie Gledhill and Mr Hadyn Thompson who 
have finished their terms of service.  
 I would like to thank each of them for the contribution that 
they have made to the Wattle Park Primary School Communi-
ty and for their commitment to engaging in a broad range of 
School Council discussion and decisions that have made a 
positive impact on our School Community. I would like to 
make special mention of Jo Holland and express my immense 
gratitude for the contribution she has made to the school en-
suring fair and honourable governance. As Chair we will miss 
Jo’s leadership, her knowledge of process and her skill at con-
cluding meetings within the time frame! 
School Councils are very important to schools as they com-
prise parent representatives and Department of Education and 

2018 Camps  
 
YR 5/6 16th –20th April 
— Canberra  
 
YR 3/4 27th—29th Au-
gust — Arrabri 
 
YR 2 School Sleepover  
9th November  

Second Hand Uniform shop will be open again on 3:30-
4pm Monday 23rd April, Mondya 21st May, Monday 25th 
June 

If you have uniform to donate please take it to the school 
office. Any enquiries please contact Jackie Brodie 0448 887 
090 or Larissa King 0408 275 849 



Training (DE&T) employees who support the principal to provide the best possible educational outcomes for students. Wattle 
Park has indeed been fortunate to have had over many years a combination of parents with diverse and complementary skills 
that ensures lively discussions with optimal outcomes for the school in terms of Education, Building and Grounds, Finance, 
Communications and Marketing.  
Last Saturday was certainly a busy day with the Burwood Festival Cake Stall in the afternoon and the school’s Working Bee in 
the morning. Thank you to Penny Hayes (Stephanie Alexander Gardener) and Angus McKinnon (Building and Grounds con-
venor) for their organisation of the working bee along with the families who pruned trees, cleaned drains, cleared paths , weed-
ed garden patches, staked vegetable patches, fixed the chicken gates and tidied up the play spaces. 
The cake stall co-ordinator Meaghan Courtney and her band of volunteers braved inclement weather to still provide a most 
attractive and productive cake stall. A huge thank you to everyone who baked for the day and to the people who manned the 
stall. It has certainly been a busy community week! 
Lastly I would like to farewell Mrs Tarryn Robertson our Year 3B teacher who is expecting her first child. Tarryn has only 
been with us for a short while here but has had quite a positive impact at the school in terms of her professional classroom 
practise and the initiatives she has championed such as ‘nudefood’. We wish Tarryn and her husband Michael all the very best 
in this next chapter of their lives. 
Ms Amy Easterbrook was the successful applicant for the advertised classroom position and she will be joining us officially 
for the start of term 2.  
Reminder that school commences on Tuesday 17th April for Years Foundation to Year 4 inclusive. All Year 5 & 6 students will 
be travelling to Canberra on Monday 16th April with an earlier start.  
Hopefully you will see the commencement of the construction of our new garden area between the gymnasium and the Per-
forming Arts Centre during the holidays. This is in part due to the funds raised as a result of our very successful fete in 2015.  
During the school holidays I will be out and about but for those of you who visit the school through the holiday period if you 
notice anything untoward, please don’t hesitate to call me on 043 467 9413 or the Box Hill Police. 
Have a safe and happy holiday everyone and enjoy Easter celebrations. 

 

Warm Regards Gayle 

 

 

 
                     

  
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Leaders at the Halogen Leadership Conference on Monday 



Performing Arts 
 

This term has flown by and I thought it was high time to share what all of your children have 
been learning and excelling at in Performing Arts sessions. 
 
 

 

Foundation 

The students have enjoyed coming to class each week and learning how to treat instruments and each other 

with respect by keeping our hands to ourselves and striking in a musical way. We have spent the term learning 

about fast, slow, high and low through chants, dances and using instruments. We have also explored Drama 

through acting like ‘My Friend Fuzzy’, using emotions by singing the ABC song in a myriad of ways and 

played drama games such as ‘William He Had 7 Friends’. Finally, we’ve had some good ol’ fashioned danc-

ing fun through learning dances like ‘The Pony Gallop’ and ‘The Shearers’ Skip’. 

 

Year 1, 3 and 5 

All of these students have been focussing on Music. We have learned the Music Alphabet and formalized 

where notes live on the Treble Clef. We’ve also discussed and formalized Rhythm names and time values.  

Then each Year level has had a go at playing different instruments to put into practice what we’ve learned in 

theory: 

Year 1 has played the ‘Cabbage Café’ and ‘Baa Baa Black Sheep’ on xylophones and glockenspiels. 

Year 3 has created and notated a composition using cups. 

Year 5 has played with a Classical musical piece using Boomwhackers, which are tuned tubes. 

Year 2 

These students have had a big term learning to play the ukulele. They have learned, improvised and performed 

using the Duck, Frog and Chicken strums along with learning string names and beginning to pick to a variety 

of songs such as ‘Happy and You Know It’. It’s been amazing to see how far students have come from not 

knowing how to hold a ukulele to being able to listen and play to music using strumming and picking patterns! 

Year 4 

Our focus for Term 1 and 2 will be on the recorder. Children have worked hard to achieve their White Belt in 

recorder by learning how to play and read the notes B-A-G, clapping a variety of rhythms that include crotch-

ets, minims and semi breves and accurately playing a revised version of Mary Had a Little Lamb. I’ve been 

impressed with how far some students have progressed who have never played an instrument before. What has 

been inspiring is seeing other students who have learnt instrumental music mentoring these students who have 

never previously played an instrument. 



Year 6 

This term has seen the 6’s learn the ukulele. We began by examining the YouTube clip of 

the Axis of Awesome, which suggests that most pop songs are based on 4 chords. We then 

learned the C, F, G and A minor chords and away the students went! They prepared a popu-

lar song based on the 4 chords, which was performed, videotaped and saved for future refer-

ence.  Songs included Riptide, Counting Stars, Just the Way You Are and I’m Yours. We 

also viewed the performances and offered constructive feedback. Well done to all students 

who had a go and either sang or played as part of their group! 

 

Choir 

With almost weekly varying numbers, Choir has taken a while to really get going this term. 

However, students in Years 1-6 have explored a number of fun and silly warm ups such as 

Choonbaboon and I’ve Got A Car. Next term I would love to see more regular attendance 

from students across the school. Choir rehearses for 30 minutes every Tuesday at lunchtime. 

Aerobics 

This term there has been a large group of students in Years 5 and 6 who enthusiastically at-

tend at lunchtimes each Wednesday to learn the compulsory school aerobics moves: run, 

kicks, jacks and push ups, all using proper technique and in time to ‘Can’t Hold Us’. We’ve 

had many laughs, groans and a ton of fun learning our routine and confusing our lefts, rights 

and where exactly our hands and feet need to be. It’s been great! I look forward to continu-

ing and polishing our routine next term. 

 

It’s been a big (and fun!) term and I can’t wait to focus on Drama next term. 
Have a great holiday everyone and wave hello when you see me around! 

Zelema Levy 



 

 Have you signed up for Konnective Yet? 
Konnective is a mobile app solution that will allow us to communicate with you, our parents, straight to 
your smartphone. You will be able to receive important alerts (similar to a text message) as soon as they 
are released. 
 

Via the app, we can send communication to specific grade levels, so you will receive information specific 
to your child’s grade as well as general news or updates that will go to everyone. This will extend and 
enhance our existing communications (eg. Newsletter, website). 
For those without a smartphone, there will be a link to the general updates on our website. 
 

Please see the instructions on how to register, log in and connect to Konnective.  





 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kathmandu picnic rug left from Movie Night.  Please collect 
from the office. 



 
 
 

 







 

WPPS Canteen Volunteer Form  

Terms 1 & 2, 2018 

  
CANTEEN RE-OPENS MONDAY 12TH FEBRUARY 

 

Our canteen would not be able to run without the wonderful support of volunteer parents, 

friends and grandparents of our school. 

 

We are calling for volunteers, whether you are an experienced hand or an eager learner. 

 

School Council requires all volunteers to have: 

 

1. Current WWWC (Working with Children Check) 

2. Signed acknowledgement of the WPPS ‘Child Safety Code of Conduct Form’ 

(available at the office or on the school website) 

  

The canteen operates on Mondays and Fridays each week, and we will schedule you for 2 

shifts of 2½ hours each, for the term.  If you would like to help more, please indicate this, as 

extra shifts are available. 

   

All shifts will have a canteen co-ordinator present, who will co-ordinate and assist in the 

smooth running of the day. 

 

The canteen relies on volunteers to operate successfully; so please give this due 

consideration.  

Print and complete the form below and return to the office by Wednesday 7th February. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Thank you for volunteering for the Canteen 

 

Name: __________________________________ Child/ren’s Class: ____________  

 

Mobile Phone Number: __________________ 

 

Email Address: _______________________________________ 

 

Preferred Day:                    Monday          Friday 

(please circle) 

Preferred Shift:           10am – 12.30pm (Monday & Friday) 

11am – 1.30pm (Monday & Friday) 

12pm – 2.30pm (Monday & Friday) 

9am – 11.30am (Friday only) 

 

Any other information ___________________________________________ 













 

 

                 

  
 

Chess is the world’s most popular mind sport! It is not only fun to play but has 
many educational benefits. Chess has been shown to develop numerical skills, 
problem solving, pattern visualisation, memory, creativity, concentration, 
confidence and self-esteem. 
 

We teach chess from a structured syllabus designed to maximise the 
educational benefits of chess. Lessons include strategy, tactics, psychological 
preparation, confidence building, chess mythology and stories, and of course, 
having fun while playing plenty of chess! Trophies are presented to the top 
players at the end of every Term. 

 

DAY:    Wednesday Lunchtimes 

DATES:  2nd May – 20th June 

COST:  $90 All students are welcome to try out the chess club in the first week and there 

will be no charge if they decide not to continue for the full Term.   

AGE:   5+ 

CO-ORDINATOR: George Zaprudsky. George has been playing top level tournament chess for 25 

years and has been teaching chess for 10 years. He is the winner of State and 

National junior titles Contact: george@zedchess.com.au. 

      

Wattle Park Primary School Chess Club – Term 2, 2018 

Please return with payment to the school office or to the chess teacher by the second week of chess club in a clearly 

marked envelope. (Cheques are payable to zedChess). 

Child Name: _________________________________ Age:_______   Parent Name:_____________________________ 

Phone/s: ____________________________________Email:________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WATTLE PARK PRIMARY 

SCHOOL CHESS CLUB 

Term 2, 2018 
     

Payment By:  Cash /  Cheque (Payable to zedChess) /  *Direct Debit  

*Account Name: zedChess 
Branch/BSB: 013214 

Account No: 902036205 
If paying by Direct Debit please ensure that you have paid prior to returning this form. Thank you. 

 


