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DIARY DATES 
  

  
May 
 
26th  Open day  9:00 am —11:00am 
26th  Trivia Night  7:00 pm — 11:30 pm 

29th  Year 3-6 ICAS Science  
 
 
 June 
 
1st  Foundation Education Experience/Incursion Fairy Tale Fiasco 
8th Year 5/6 Interschool Sport Away 
11th Queens Birthday (no students) 
12th Year5 Education Experience/Excursion Sovereign Hill 
13th-15th Year 5 Bike ED 
13th Year 3-6 ICAS Spelling 
15th  Interschool Sport Away 
16th Year 5/6 Interschool Sport Away 
18th-22nd Year 5 Bike ED 
22nd Year 5/6 Interschool Sport Away 

 
 
29th Term 2 Ends 2.30pm dismissal. 
 
Term 3 16th July—21st September 
 
Term 4 8th October—21st December  
 
Curriculum Days (student free days) 
Monday  16th April 
Monday  16th July 
Monday   5th November 
 
 

 
YR 3/4 27th—29th August — Arrabri 
 
YR 2 9th November  —- School Sleepover    
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Dear Parents, 
 
Now in its 74th year, this week is Education Week. It 
is an opportunity for schools to open their doors to 
the community and this year’s theme is to show case 
what is being done to drive student achievement and 
participation in the arts.  
With this in mind, on Thursday all students were par-
ticipants of an incursion ‘Musica Viva’ where stu-
dents listened to a unique performance of percussion 
instruments in water. Our visual arts teacher Mr John 
Davey has worked diligently with students to create 
and install artworks hanging from the apple arbour. 
To complete the celebration ‘Open Day’ tomorrow is 
for prospective families to view our school as well as 
providing the opportunity for current community 
members to take a wander through their child’s class-
room and chat informally with their class teacher.  
Devonshire teas are available throughout the morn-
ing in the staffroom. 
I would like to acknowledge the attendance of all 
teachers on Saturday morning. It is a measure of 
goodwill that teachers give up their Saturday morn-
ing to promote the school. 
As part of Education Week to ensure families are 
involved in at least one school activity our ICT lead-
er and Year 6 teacher, Ms Philippa Statkus has creat-
ed an information slideshow about the importance of 
Cyber safety. To view please access the link https://

sites.google.com/view/wpps-esafety/home  it is part of 
next week’s homework grid for all Year 3 to Year 6 

https://sites.google.com/view/wpps-esafety/home
https://sites.google.com/view/wpps-esafety/home


students to view with their parents. 
It is also the beginning of our LOTE on-line Language Perfect competition for students in Year 3 to Year 
6. Please see your class teacher if you do not have your child’s log-in and password details. Wattle Park 
Primary students have a reputation for being highly motivated to win this competition. 
This week, our year 4, 5 and 6 students have completed the Attitudes to School Survey on our newly pur-
chased netbooks- 54 in total! The overall objective of the annual Attitudes to School Survey is to collect 
data about the opinions of students to assist schools with planning, developing curriculum and improving 
student outcomes.  
The survey assists schools to gain an understanding of students’ perceptions and their experience of 
school. It provides schools with valuable data on students’ views of their wellbeing, teaching, learning 
and school in general. 
The School Council comprising of members; Mr Matthew Torney (School Council President), Mr Scott 
Sutherland (Treasurer), Mr Angus MacKinnon (Secretary), Mrs Jackie Brodie,  Mrs Gillian Doug, Mr 
Tim Humphries, Dr Laurence Irlicht, Ms Alison Wingate, Ms Nan Wu, Mr Steve Donohue, Ms Emma 
Tan and Mr Daniel Watts met on Tuesday to discuss many school issues. School Council consists of four 
sub-committees; Building and Grounds, Communications and Marketing, Education and Finance. 
 One issue we did discuss was applying for a W class tram for the school grounds. Apparently, the trams 
are free for not-for-profit groups including schools. An independent panel will be set up to assess all ap-
plications. Applicants, whose plans demonstrate the best community use and are on display once they 
own it, will have a higher weighting during the assessment process. Applications open on Monday. 
Therefore, if you have an idea for the tram I would love to hear from you! 
Today the Year 6 Humanities Leaders; Carla, Charlotte, Cooper and Nick and I are observing the ten year 
anniversary of the National Apology Day at the Nunawading Civic Centre. 
Lastly, a special thanks to the MacKinnon, Cooke, Crema, Dalzotto, Ferdowsian, Hayes and Wu families 
who attended last Saturday’s working bee. A small but hard working band of volunteers who made our 
grounds look neat and tidy for Open Day.  
And Saturday night is Trivia Night. It is sure to be a great night! 
It’s been such a busy week!  

Warm Regards Gayle 

Students from our school have recently undertaken an educational tour of the national capital. 
Students were given the opportunity to participate in a variety of educational programs with a 
focus on Australia’s history, culture, heritage and democracy.  
The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to 
visit the national capital as part of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist families in 
meeting the cost of the excursion the Australian Government is contributing funding of $30 
per student under the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate program towards those costs. 
The rebate is paid directly to the school upon completion of the excursion. 



Incursion for Education Week 

 

 

Yesterday, Thursday 24th May, in celebration of Education Week: Celebrating the Arts, there 
was a whole school Music Incursion presented by Musica Viva. It was titled ‘Water, Water, Eve-
rywhere: Childhood Memories from China’ and was based on music by the Grammy Award win-
ning composer Tan Dun, which beautifully evokes memories of his childhood in the waterlogged 
rice fields of China. 

 

Bringing this world to life was Thea Rossen, who played vibraphone and an array of other per-
cussion instruments in water, including gongs, bells, wooden bowls and tin cans. She lead an en-
semble of other musicians including Luke Carbon on clarinet and Leigh Harrold on keyboard.  

 

In the lead up to the incursion, during Performing Arts classes students were introduced to the 
different instruments (including water!) and explored what the precious resource of water meant 
to them. We also played games such as ‘Spot the Motif’ and ‘Secret Sound’.  

 

The incursion was held in the Gym and the cost was covered by the Essential Items, which all 
families paid at the start of the school year. 
 
What an engaging and rare opportunity for students to see musicians perform live and a fantastic 
way to Celebrate the Arts during Education Week!  

 

Zelema Levy 

 

 

 


















