WATTLE PARK PRIMARY
SCHOOL

FOUNDATION
WELCOME PACK
2022

WELCOME MESSAGE
FROM OUR PRINCIPAL
A very warm welcome to Wattle Park Primary School!
Wattle Park Primary School currently has an enrolment of
approximately 350 students. The students are mainly from our
local area with a small percentage of overseas students.
There are fourteen classes and specialist programs in the areas of
Chinese, Library, Performing Arts, Physical Education, Reading
Intervention, Visual Arts and English as an Additional Language.
Students from Foundation to Year 6 have weekly specialist
sessions in all areas excepting Reading Intervention and English
as an Additional Language. These two programs are provided for
individual students with particular needs.
A part-time gardener and part-time chef work at the school to
conduct gardening and cooking lessons for the Year 3 and 4
‘Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden’ program. Along with the
support of many valued volunteers.
The school has extensive grounds including a grass oval, native
bush area, vast vegetable patches and orchard, a natural grass
amphitheatre and two asphalt basketball courts. The school’s
grounds are quite spectacular for an inner suburban school. The
students are fortunate to have a variety of spaces to run, play ball
games, explore, create, rest and relax.
Wattle Park Primary School is a warm, friendly and welcoming
learning community. We look forward to you experiencing the
wonder of being part of an exceptional school.
Warm regards,
Ms Gayle Cope

.

GETTING READY FOR SCHOOL
Welcome to WPPS! It's an exciting time for you and your child! To get you 'school
ready', we have included information regarding uniforms, lunch box ideas, buddy
letters and student welcome packs.
When do I arrive and where do we go?
You will receive a letter from the school before the start of term one, advising your
child's teacher and where their classroom is located. The Foundation building is
the brick building located next to the basketball courts. Ensure you arrive before
8.50am on the first day just to settle your child in to class. We encourage parents
to come with their child and stay for a little while on the first day (if COVID-19
restrictions permit).
Buddies
Our school operates a 'buddy' program. Year 6 students are matched with
Foundation students, and meet regularly throughout the year. Over the holidays
your child will be matched with a buddy, who will send them a letter. Children love
to get these letters, and meet their buddy during the first week!
Student Welcome Pack
Your child will receive :
a 'Countdown to Foundation' Calendar with school readiness activities to
complete before the start of the school year
'Team WPPS' t-shirt
Wednesday student interviews - for the first month
Please note that your child will not be required to attend school on Wednesdays for
the first month. During this time, your child will be required to attend a one-hour
meeting with the teacher by themselves. This meeting is an opportunity for your
child to showcase their skills and understandings in language, reading, counting
and numbers, and enables the teacher to get to know your child on a one-to-one
basis.
Books, pens and notebooks
Your school contributions include all books, pens and notebooks that your child will
need throughout the year. There is no need to purchase any items, including pencil
cases.

GETTING READY FOR SCHOOL
Medical information
In dealing with emergencies or sickness it is vital that we have on record the most
accurate information concerning any medical problems your child may have. On
enrolling, you were asked questions about your child's medical condition, however,
should your child develop any allergies, drug sensitivities or any medical problems,
please advise us as soon as possible.
If your child needs to take medication at school, parents need to fill out a
Medication Authority Form which can be obtained from the school office.
Medication needs to be handed in at the school office as it is not permitted in
classrooms.
Regular attendance at school is most important as it maintains continuity of
their learning and aids social adjustment. However, if your child is ill the best
place for them to be is at home.
If your child has an Anaphylaxis or Asthma Plan from your GP, the school
requires a current copy to be given to the school office along with any required
medication.
Hygiene
To keep our children healthy, we require them to use hand wash in the bathrooms
and before and after eating. We also use many, many tissues in Foundation,
particularly in the colder months. We would appreciate it if your family could donate
a bottle of hand wash and box of tissues to share with the students in your child's
class. Thank you for your support!
Labelling items - clothes and lunch boxes
We recommend labelling every item of clothing, including shirts, pants, hats, and
even shoes and socks if possible! We also recommend you labelling your child's
water bottle and lunch boxes. Ideas for labelling include using sharpies (permanent
markers), stickers, or iron-on labels.
You may also find your child mistakes someone else's belongings for their own this commonly happens, especially with so many identical garments in the school.
Please check the garments your child brings home and return those that don't
belong to you back to school the next day.
Treasures from home
As toys and treasures from home are easily lost or broken and may well cause
unnecessary conflict or anxiety, please use your discretion before allowing them to
come to school. Whilst every effort is taken to care for these items, our school
cannot accept responsibility for any damages/losses that occur.

GETTING READY FOR SCHOOL
What is the uniform?
We have a summer and a winter uniform at WPPS. In all seasons, children are expected to
wear closed in sneakers or black shoes, with white or green socks. Children are also expected
to have the WPPS school bags, and wear hats from September to May. In winter consider extra
layers including thermals, or bottle green vests over jumpers (from major department stores).
You can purchase new, or secondhand items:
New uniforms/Hats:
PSW, Mt Waverley, stock a range of uniforms and hats.
288-290 Stephensons Road, Mt Waverley VIC 3149.
Phone: (03) 9768 0335
Email: waverley@psw.com.au
Secondhand uniforms:
We also have a WPPS secondhand uniform shop that is open once a month, and operates
from the school gymnasium. Each item costs $2. Opening times are listed on the weekly
newsletter.
UNIFORMS
Summer uniform:
Green shorts
Green or Yellow short sleeved polo shirt with logo
Green skort
Team WPPS shirt (for Foundation)
Summer Dress
Winter uniform:
Green tracksuit pants
Yellow or Green long sleeved polo shirt with logo
Green button up jumper with logo
Green hooded jumper with logo
Tartan Pinafore
Tartan skort
Yellow long sleeved turtle neck
Shoes - enclosed
Runners
Black shoes
Socks and Tights
White or green socks
Green tights
School Bags are available at the school office and second hand uniform shop along with Green
Book Satchels.

GETTING READY FOR SCHOOL
What should I pack for lunches?
WPPS is a nude food school, so we encourage children to bring food that does not
have packaging. Please also pack a water bottle with your child's name on it.
There are water taps throughout the school to refill the bottle during the day.
We recommend packing a cold pack and/or an insulated lunch bag to keep your
child's food cool during summer. Drink bottles and containers need to be easy for
your child to open and close.
There are three meal times during the day for Foundation students:
10.00am - Fruit Snack
11.00am - Recess
1.30pm - Lunch
Children will get time to eat before they play.
Ideas for lunches:
There are a ton of lunchbox ideas online! Please remember not to pack food that
contains peanut or nuts as some children at school have severe food allergies.
Some ideas could include (courtesy of Goodie Goodie Lunchbox):

FIRST DAY
Before Class
The first day is an important one for your child. We encourage you to arrive by
8.50am to ensure children have time to put their backpacks on the hooks where
they can see their name tags, and to make their way inside to meet their teachers.
Please note: School commences each day at 9.00am. When the music starts
playing at 8.50am, children make their way to the classroom. No students are to
be on site before 8:45am, when the school grounds are not supervised.
You are welcome to stay for a short period of time (if COVID-19 restrictions
permit) to ensure your child feels secure. After a while we would encourage you to
leave and let your child settle with their teacher.
If your child is going to before school care, please drop them at Team Kids at the
booked time. The Team Kids staff will then take your child to their classroom.
Your child's teacher will look after your child and take them through their
classroom and school routines, and where things are located, including:
Toilets (Located in the Foundation building - students go in pairs)
Where to wash hands (Toilets and outside taps)
Where to play (Teachers will be with them in the playground for the first month)
When to eat (Teachers will assist them if required to get their things)
After Class
Please pick up your child outside their classroom at 3.30pm (if COVID-19
restrictions permit).
To minimise congestion in the Foundation classrooms and in order to assist the
children to settle into routines in a calm and happy manner, we ask that parents
remain outside the classrooms when collecting their child. The teacher will send
your child out to you when they see you.
Depending on which class your child is in, please either go to the covered area
next to the school fence, or please wait around the bottom of the stairs.
If your child is going to Team Kids, they will be collected from their classroom and
taken to after care. Please collect them from the Team Kids building, located in the
gymnasium next to the canteen.

FIRST WEEK
Your child will be learning the routines and expectations in their classroom and school,
getting to know their class mates, and learning to find their way around the school with
the help of their teachers.
To assist them in settling in, we have the following:
Buddies
We start our buddy program in the first week of school, where your child is matched
with a Year 6 student for the year. Your child will get to meet their buddy (and put a
face to the name on their letter!). The Year 6 buddies are a great support to your child,
as they are a familiar face in the playground for the Foundation students to turn to if
they need support and their teachers are not there.
Late to class/Leaving early
If your child arrives late, please go to the school office and enter your details into the
Kiosk. A late slip will be printed to your child to hand to their class teacher. If your child
needs to leave early, for example for an appointment, go to the school office and enter
your details into the Kiosk to leave early also. Please note, these are post COVID-19
If COVID-19 restrictions are still in place, ring the school office once in Banksia Street,
for the early collection of your child
Absences
If your child is going to be absent please enter this into the Compass portal, or call the
school office before 9am on 9808 2165.
Play times
Foundation students have different play times from the rest of the school during the
first few weeks. This allows them to explore the school, with their teacher present, and
to build their confidence in a new environment.
Sick/Unwell Child
If your child is ill, you must advise the school before 9.30am on the day they will be
away. To do so, go to Compass (our communication app). Or, call the school office on
9808 2165.

HOMEWORK
Foundation homework will commence late in Term 1.
This will consist of:
Take home reading books
Weekly word and list of common words
Take Home Reading Books
Your child will start bringing home short reading books everyday. At this stage the
children are being encouraged to develop their interest in reading and becoming a
'reader'.
Reading should be an enjoyable experience for all family members. It is important to
spend 5-10 minutes per day reading with your child and to establish a regular reading
routine. Make this a special time where you and your child are not distracted. The
Home Reading Journal should be used as a record of what is read throughout the
week.
The children will be designated a suitable tub of books with texts to read at their level
and will be encouraged to choose their books independently each morning. Children
are also encouraged to borrow books from the school and their local library.
Weekly Words
Each week at school, we have a 'word of the week'. The emphasis is on teaching the
sound-letter relationships in the word.
A 'My Weekly Words' book will be sent home in which your child will paste their
homework into each Monday. Please partner with us to help your child by reading the
sentence of the week and the common words each night.
Green Satchels
Green satchels are available to purchase from the school office or second uniform
shop. These satchels ensure an easy transition of take-home books, reading diaries,
'My Weekly Words' book and school notices between home and school.

COMMUNICATION: SCHOOL
We love to keep parents in the loop! There are a number of ways that you can find
out what's on, and how you can get involved:
Our website: www.wattleparkps.vic.edu.au
Our weekly newsletter is sent out on Friday afternoons. This includes a list of
events across the school. To receive the newsletter, go to the website, then to
the subscribe link (halfway down on the right).

Konnective: We provide regular updates about the latest events and activities
via our Konnective App. To download this go to:
iOS: http://www.konnective.com.au/appstore
Android: http://www.konnective.com.au/googleplay
To set up Konnective:
1. Once you have downloaded, tap on the Register button. To register for the first
time, enter your email address, first name, last name and set up a password.
2. You will receive an email asking you to click on a link to verify your email
address. Check your spam/junk folders if it does not arrive.
3. Once you have verified your email, open up the app and tap the Login button.
4. Enter your email address and the password you set when you registered.
5. Go into My Menu and select My Connections. Then press Add (top right corner)
and choose the feed that is relevant to you (i.e. the Prep class your child is in,
as well as the wider school feed).
6. You can request Approval for any feed that is relevant to you.
7. Once you request Approval, the school will authorise access to this feed. This
might take some time over the holidays.
Examples of messages from the school could include: Special days, requests for
volunteering, and events. Once you download the app, you will be sent a request
to sign up.
Once you are authorised, you will start receiving regular messages.

COMMUNICATION: SCHOOL

Compass: An app that allows you to:
Book parent/teacher meetings at the end of Term 1 and Term 3
Access school reports at the end of each semester
View school messages
View attendance information
To access Compass, go to: https://wattleparkps.vic.jdlf.com.au You will receive a
letter from the school with your log in details early in the school year.
To book a parent teacher conference:
You will be notified by the school when this is open
Go to the app, click on the 3 lines in the top left corner.
You will see a list that says 'Home, Notifications, Conferences etc.'
Select 'Conferences'
You will see a list of your child's teachers
Select the teacher, then the time you want to see them

School Assembly: If COVID-19 restrictions permit, this is held every Monday
at 3pm in our School Gymnasium for around 25 minutes. It is run by our Year 6
students and includes information about what is happening at school, upcoming
events, principal updates, and certificates of merit. Everyone is welcome to
attend (Please arrive a few minutes early to get a seat!)

Class Representatives: To help us spread the messages about key events or
activities, every classroom has a parent representative. This person emails out
messages from teachers, and from the Parents & Friends Association. We'd
love you to be involved - please advise your teacher if you would like to be a
class rep!

COMMUNICATION: TEACHERS
Communicating with Teachers
Our teachers are available to discuss your child's progress with you. There are a
few ways that you can discuss this with your child's teacher:
Informal catch-ups after class: Teachers will be available to informally catch
up with parents before or after class. If you have a concern regarding your
child, please contact your child's teacher and make an appointment, as
teachers may have before and after school duties and commitments to attend.
Parent/teacher meetings: These will be held with your child's teacher in Term
1 and Term 3. You will see your child's classroom work, and may ask any
questions you might have about their progress.
To book a parent/teacher meeting (once they have been advised), go to
Compass (app), then select your child's name
Go to the top left hand corner of the app
Select 'Conferences' and you will see a list of your child's teachers.
You can then choose the date and time to meet the teacher.
You can choose your child's teacher as well as the list of specialist
teachers (Art, Performing Arts, Physical Education and LOTE: Mandarin
Chinese).
School reports: Your child will receive two formal reports, one at the end of
semester one and the other at the completion of the school year. These will be
in hard copy.
You will also receive the school reports on Compass.
To access these on Compass, go to your child's name/Reports.

PARENT CONTRIBUTIONS & PROGRAMS
School contributions
Parent contributions will be sent to you this year for 2022 There is an optional Building
and Library Fund (tax deductible) and Maintenance Fund, which we encourage you to
pay, if possible, as this provides extra resources for your child and the school.
Before and After School Care - Team Kids
Team Kids is our before and after school care provider. They are located in the school
gymnasium. For more information about how to book their services please visit their
website: https://teamkids.com.au/venues/wattle-park-primary-oshc/
Team Kids teachers will take Foundation children to their class before school, and
collect them from their classroom after class. Please drop off and collect your children
from the Team Kids building.
Curriculum Days (Student-free days)
Four times a year we have curriculum days where children do not attend school for
that day. These occur a few times a year, and you will be notified through the school
newsletter and website each term.
Excursions
During the year we may visit locations off-site. Your teacher will advise you a few
weeks prior. Please ensure that you return the permission slip when required.
These trips are well supervised and relate to the curriculum. Examples of past
excursions include Chesterfield Farm and Legoland. The cost of these is included in
the school parent contributions. Please note school uniforms are worn on excursions.
Incursions
We have a number of incursions for our Foundation students. Costs are included in
the parent contributions. Examples of past incursions include drama and music
performances, billy carts workshop and visits from Victoria Police, Fire Rescue
Victoria, RACV Street Scene and the Responsible Pet Ownership Program.
Please note: All excursions and incursions are dependant on COVID-19 restrictions.
Extracurricular programs
We have classes on offer during the year, including music, Lego, coding and others.
Extracurricular program fees are not included in the parent contributions. More
information can be found in the newsletter.
Specialist Programs - Visual Arts, PE, Performing Arts, LOTE
We have programs including Visual Arts, Physical Education, Performing Arts and
LOTE: Mandarin Chinese. Please check which day these are on, so your child can
dress appropriately. Please note, we have a supply of art smocks in the Art Room.

SERVICES
First Aid and Allergies
We have a first aid room next to the school office. For minor cuts we are happy to
provide a bandaid or basic first aid care.
When your child comes into the first room you will be notified via email through
Compass. If your child has a knock to their head or a serious injury or illness, we will
contact you via phone as soon as possible.
If your child has a serious allergy, please advise us and provide an Action Plan and
any medicine required. We will keep this in a safe place. Action Plans are provided by
your GP.
Lost Property
If your child loses an item of clothing, check with your child's teacher in the first
instance. We also have a lost property box located in the hallway of the main office
building. Lost lunch boxes and water bottles are on a cupboard outside the first aid
office (near the school reception).
Replacement Clothing
From time to time children may soil or damage their clothing. We have spare clothing
in the First Aid office next to the school reception. We ask that you bring back spare
washed clothing as soon as you can. It might be worth packing spare undies and
socks in your child's school bag.
Primary School Nursing Program
The Primary School Nursing Program is a free service offered by the Department of
Education and Training. It is part of a range of health and support services for school
students and their families. The aim of the program is to promote child health and
wellbeing and to assist in the early identification of children with potential health
related difficulties.
In Term 1 you will receive an information package containing an information brochure
on the Primary School Nursing Program and the School Entrant Health Questionnaire
(SEHQ). You are asked to give information about your child's health history and any
concerns you may have about child's health.
The SEHQ will provide important information about your child's health so that the
school nurse can make an effective health assessment. If your child needs a brief
further assessment, such as a vision or hearing test, the nurse will see him or her at
school.
Please note, your child cannot receive a health assessment under the Primary School
Nursing Program without your consent.

SERVICES
If the nurse has any concerns about your child's health after assessing your child, the
nurse will contact you. The nurse may suggest referring your child to be assessed or
treated by another health professional or agency. A report will be sent to you, outlining
the outcome of your child's assessment, if required.
Canteen
Our school canteen usually operates on Mondays and Fridays. We use Flexischools to
order and for payments. Please see the enclosed brochure for more information and
details.
Other programs and services
From time to time during the year we will have programs including the school
production (held in Term 4), dress up days, casual dress days (gold coin donation,
usually the last day of term), and running club. More information is available from the
school.

VOLUNTEERING AT WPPS
We love our school volunteers. By volunteering you help to build the culture of our
school, and assist us in delivering wonderful programs to benefit our school
community. Plus, children love to see their parents help out!
There are a number of ways you can assist - in the classroom, at events, or in
general school programs.
How to get started:
To assist in the classroom or in the programs, you are required first to:
Attend a Parent Helper information session, held in the first term (you will get a
note from the teacher about this when your child starts)
Apply for a Working with Children Check (available at the post office) or online
https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/individuals/applicants/how-to-apply
Sign the WPPS Child Safe Code of Conduct at the school office
Help your child's class
Class Representative: Become a parent representative for your child's class.
This involves sending out a few emails about key events. We will support you as
to what you can write, or how often to send. Please speak to your child's teacher
to get involved!
Parent Helpers: In term two, parents and carers are able to assist with reading
programs in class. You can nominate if you'd like to assist as a once-off, or more
regularly (weekly, fortnightly or monthly).

VOLUNTEERING AT WPPS
Help around the school:
Working Bees occur a few times a year. Families provide a few hours of their
time on a Saturday or Sunday to do weeding, tidying or even some light
maintenance (if you can!) to keep the school looking trim and tidy. (This does not
require you to attend a parent helper session first)
Canteen: Usually this operates on Mondays and Fridays and shifts are only 2.5
hours each.
Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program: This occurs from Year 3 and
Year 4, however you are welcome to sign up to assist in the garden or cooking.
Please contact Mr Dominic Monea, Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Coordinator via
email (Dominic.Monea@education.vic.gov.au) if you would like to assist.
Grandparents/Special Friends Day: We invite our grandparents to a special
day (celebrated bi-annually) to show them what their grandchildren have been
involved in. If you would like to assist with making cups of teas or serving
scones, please speak to Ms Gayle Cope, Principal.
First Aid Room: We seek volunteers to assist in keeping this room clean and
tidy. Just 45 minutes once a year, where you remake the bed, and take the bed
linen home to be washed, and then returned again the following week. Speak to
the classroom teacher or school office to get involved. A volunteer request notice
will be sent out in 2022.

VOLUNTEERING AT WPPS
Help at Events
We have an active Parents and Friends Association at Wattle Park Primary.
Together with our Principal and teachers, we assist in running a number of events.
If you would like to join the PFA, please contact Ms Gayle Cope, Principal, or the
PFA President, Mr Anthony Hall, via email (pfawattleparkps@gmail.com). We meet
once a month (except on holidays). We welcome everyone, and love to have new
ideas!
Some ideas for event volunteering include:
Movie Night
Each year in March we host a movie night in the school grounds. This is an
excellent fundraiser, and good way to get to know other families. To get involved,
please contact the school who can put you in touch with the organiser.
School Fete
We hold a fete every second year. Notices and messages will come out requesting
assistance. You might like to assist with running a stall, coordinating logistics, or
preparing food or items for sale. You will be advised closer to the time about how
you can get involved. Or if you want to be on the Parents & Friends Committee,
please see Ms Gayle Cope, Principal.
Mothers/Fathers/Special Persons Day stalls
We host stalls with goods for children to buy for Mothers/Special Persons' Day and
Fathers/Special Persons Days'. Please speak to the school as to how you can be
involved.
Other events
From time to time we will host other events and will send out messages as to how
you can assist. We really appreciate your support!
If you would like to organise an event or function, please speak to Ms Gayle
Cope, Principal. We'd love to hear from you.

A FINAL MESSAGE
This is a wonderful time for you and your child. If at any time you or your child is
experiencing anxiety or uncertainty, we are here to help. Please contact Ms Gayle
Cope, our Principal or Mr Steve Donohue, our Assistant Principal.
We are happy to assist you in the transition in any way we can, to ensure your
child settles happily at Wattle Park Primary.
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