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INTRODUCTION
- Meet The 5/6 Team & Specialists at WPPS

THE SENIOR SCHOOL TEAM
•
•
•
•
•

5A - Richard Abell
5B - Julie Gledhill
6A - Philippa Statkus
6B - James Feather
6A&B - Barrie Dege

SPECIALISTS
•
•
•
•
•

PE - Nicholas Lindsay
Performing Arts - Sylwia Michalska
Art - John Davey
LOTE - Melinda Downes
Library - Carolyn Gangell

THE WPPS
SENIOR SCHOOL
EXPERIENCE
Wattle Park Primary School is a Learning Community.

WPPS NORMS & CODE OF CONDUCT

At Wattle Park Primary School students, teachers, and
parents have developed the following norms:

These norms form the
foundations for a positive
learning environment and
the fostering of social skills
that will allow each individual
child to fulfill their potential.

LITERACY
READING
Reading is an int egral par t of all lear ning t hat t akes place dur ing pr im ar y school and beyond.
In Years 5 and 6, students work towards becoming critical readers who use a range of strategies to
support their thinking while reading.
They do this through:
-

Reading Workshops
Reader ?s Notebooks
Reading Strategies
Literature Circles
Author studies
Teacher-Student Conferring
Individual Goal Setting

Students will be exposed to a range
of teaching practices that suit their
personal learning needs.
Teachers choose the instructional
practices that work best for their
cohort of students.
Reader ?s Not ebook s
Each student in years 5 and 6 has a Reader ?s Notebook. Students use these
to explore their ideas and learning in reading, explaining their thinking and
reflections in a range of response types. They have ownership of these, and
know that their notebook is a place for them to express their thinking about
their reading in a way that makes sense to them and is purposeful for them.

Lit er at u r e Cir cles
Literature Circles allow students to be involved in
rich, extended conversations about texts that they
are reading. Students are able to use their reading
skills and behaviours in a group with their peers,
focussing on higher level thinking skills such as the
author ?s intent, writing style, and characterisation.

WRITING
In Years 5 and 6, students learn about and investigate writing in a variety of ways:
- Understanding the craft of writing through investigating and analysing authors
and a variety of example texts;
- Utilising a robust writing process: planning, drafting, revising, editing, publishing;
- Explicit lessons on the purpose, structure and features of text types and genres;
- Using their individual Writer ?s Notebook to develop a piece of writing from ?seed?
to published piece based on personal choice and interest.

"Indeed, learning to write may be a part

of learning to read. For all I know, writing
L of a superior devotion to
comes out
reading."
? Eudora Welty

"So please, oh PLEASE, we beg, we
pray, Go throw your TV set away, And
in its place you can install, A lovely
bookshelf on the wall."

? Roald Dahl, Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory

WORD STUDY

It is our aim in Years 5 and 6, to have a consistent and effective approach to word
study across the level. To do this, each class will be involved in weekly spelling
lessons focussed on phonemic awareness, morphemic patterns, visual strategies
and etymological strategies (word origin studies). Students will take part in a range
of activities to develop their word knowledge and vocabulary including LSCWC (Look
Say Cover Write Check) and structured word inquiries.
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EAKING & LISTENING
Throughout the year students will be encouraged to contribute to class discussions,
sharing sessions, debates and formal presentations developing suitable eye contact,
tone and volume. They will also investigate presentation strategies such as actions,
props and humour to gain and hold the attention of an audience.
Listening and responding appropriately in a variety of situations will also be a focus.

NUMERACY
Numeracy involves using mathematical ideas efficiently to make sense of the world.
While it involves understanding some mathematical ideas, notations and techniques, it
also involves drawing on knowledge of particular contexts and circumstances in
deciding when to use mathematics, choosing the mathematics to use and critically
evaluating its use. Each individual's interpretation of the world draws on understandings
of number, measurement, probability, data and spatial sense combined with critical
mathematical thinking.

NUMBER & ALGEBRA
Through whole class, small group, individual work and linking to the real world, students
will:
- Be involved in solving problems involving the four operations of addition,
subtr action, multiplication and division of whole numbers, decimals and fractions
using a range of strategies.
- Learn to multiply larger numbers by one and two digit numbers and divide larger
numbers by one digit numbers, showing an understanding of remainders.
- Be encouraged to check the reasonableness of answers using estimation and
rounding.
- Identify and describe factors and multiples and investigate prime and composite
numbers.
- Order decimals and common fractions and locate them on number lines.
- Begin to add and subtract fractions with the same denominator before moving to
fractions with different denominators.
- Continue patterns by adding and subtracting fractions and decimals.
- Connect fractions, decimals and percentages as different representations of the
same number and work with these in everyday situations, e.g. calculating discount
on sale items
- Find unknown quantities in number sentences.

NUMBER & ALGEBRA
Through whole class, small group, individual work and linking to the real
world, students will:
- Be involved in solving problems involving the four operations of
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of whole numbers,
decimals and fractions using a range of strategies.
- Learn to multiply larger numbers by one and two digit numbers and
divide larger numbers by one digit numbers, showing an understanding
of remainders.
- Be encouraged to check the reasonableness of answers using
estimation and rounding.
- Identify and describe factors and multiples and investigate prime and
composite numbers.
- Order decimals and common fractions and locate them on number
lines.
- Begin to add and subtract fractions with the same denominator before
moving to fractions with different denominators.
- Continue patterns by adding and subtracting fractions and decimals.
- Connect fractions, decimals and percentages as different
representations of the same number and work with these in everyday
situations, e.g. calculating discount on sale items
- Find unknown quantities in number sentences.

MEASUREMENT & GEOMETRY
Using a variety of hands on equipment and working in small groups or
individually to investigate meaningful and real life problems, students will:
- Use appropriate units of measurement for length, area, volume, capacity and
mass, and calculate perimeter and area of regular and irregular shapes.
- Connect decimal representations to the metric system and choose
appropriate units of measurement to perform calculations.
- Connect three-dimensional objects with their two-dimensional
representations and make constructions of 3 dimensional shapes.
- Describe transformations of two-dimensional shapes and identify line and
rotational symmetry.
- Convert between 12 and 24 hour time and interpret timetables
- Use a grid reference system to locate landmarks.
- Measure and construct different angles as well as solve problems using the
properties of angles

STATISTICS & PROBABILITY
Through whole class, small group, individual work and links to the real world,
students will:
- List outcomes of chance experiments with equally likely outcomes and assign
pro a ilities between O and 1.
- Pose questions to gather data, and construct data displays appropriate for the
data.
- Compare observed and expected frequencies.
- Interpret and compare a variety of data displays including those displays for
two categorical variables.
- Evaluate secondary data displayed in the media.
- List and communicate probabilities using simple fractions, decimals and
percentages.

SCIENCE
SCIENCE UNDERSTANDING
Science understanding refers to facts, concepts, principles, laws, theories

and models that have been established by scientists over time.

Students investigate:







Earth and space sciences
Physical science
Biological sciences
Chemical sciences
Science as a human endeavour

They also explore the nature and development of science, learning about the
use and influence of science both here in Australia and around the world.

SCIENCE INQUIRY SKILLS
Science inquiry is concerned with evaluating
claims, investigating ideas, solving problems,
drawing valid conclusions and developing
evidence-based arguments.
Through investigations, students practise:
 Questioning and predicting
 Planning and conducting
 Recording and processing
 Analysing and evaluating
 Communicating

HUMANITIES
HISTORY
During each History unit, students will not only be investigating the specific historical
understandings within a topic but will also investigate chronological terms and
concepts. They will be supported in asking historical questions and conducting
research to find the answers to these questions. In doing this, they will be encouraged
to analyse and use a variety of sources and consider different perspectives and
interpretations. Students will also be asked to explain and communicate their
understandings with others. Through a variety of readings and experiences they will
develop a sense of empathy for people of the past, and through studying the flow and
influence of historical events they will develop an understanding of cause and effect in
history.

-

GEOGRAPHY
The Victorian Geography curriculum defines seven key concepts in Geography
that are fundamental to development of geographic understanding:
•

Place: town, village, Region, nation, earth

-·

SpaGe: where features, sites and places are located

Environment: interactions within & between the natural & human
environment
•

Scale: study places, features, environments on a regional, national continental
global level
•

•

Interconnection: interrelationships at different scales linking local to global

Sustainability: physical & human elements which interact to produce
sustainability (or not!)
•
•

Change: geography deals with change over time and space

Year 5 & 6 students will undertake a range of activities and investigations that
will develop their understanding of these concepts. Whenever appropriate,
Geography investigations are integrated with relevant History, Numeracy or
Science investigations.

CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP
Civics and Citizenship aims to ensure students develop:
• a lifelong sense of belonging to, and engagement with, civic life as an active
and informed citizen in the context of Australia as a secular democratic
nation with a dynamic, multicultural and multi-faith society
• knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the values, principles,
institutions and practices of Australia's system of democratic government
and law, and the role of the citizen in Australian government and society
• skills necessary to investigate contemporary civics and citizenship issues, and
foster responsible participation in Australia's democracy
• the capacities and dispositions to participate in the civic life of their nation at
a local, regional and global level.

ECONO ICS AND BUSINESS
The Economics and Business curriculum aims to develop students':
• enterprising behaviours and capabilities that are transferable into life, work
and business opportunities and contribute to the development and
prosperity of individuals and society
• understanding of the ways society allocates limited resources to satisfy
needs and wants, and how they participate in the economy as consumers,
workers and producers
• understanding of the work and business environments within the Australian
economy and its interactions and relationships with the global economy, in
particular the Asia region
• reasoning and interpretation skills to apply economics and business

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
In the Design and Technologies curriculum, students will design and create
technological solutions in a range of contexts, including;

- Food and fibre production
- Food specialisations
- Materials and technologies specialisations
- Engineering principles and systems
Students will consider the economic, environmental and social impacts of technological
change and how the choice and use of technologies can contribute to a sustainable
future.
Through Design and Technologies, students plan and manage projects from
conception to realisation. They undertake a design process to investigate ideas,
generate and refine possible solutions, and then produce and evaluate their
designed solutions.

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
At Wattle Park Primary School, our aim is to teach students to become digitally literate. This
means that students are able to use technology to access, understand, participate, evaluate and
create content using digital media. With this in mind, we are constantly innovating and using
new technologies and online tools and resources as they become available. Digital technologies
include the use of computers, mobile devices, school network, WPPS Google Apps for Education,
Internet, digital cameras, photocopiers and online tools.
In Years 5 and 6, we are focused on improving students' competency with utilising Digital
Technologies for a variety of purposes, and in doing so by being a responsible Digital Citizen.
Digital Technology is changing our world at a rapid rate. Keeping up to date and knowledgeable
about all areas of technology can be difficult. However, by developing a culture of 'Digital
Citizens' where there is a shared understanding of how to act appropriately and responsibly
around technology, we are equipping the children of today with skills for tomorrow.
Our Year 5/6 students, have access to a range of digital technology to assist in developing their
skills across the three related Digital Technologies strands:Digital Systems, Data and
Information, and Creating Digital Solutions.
Digital Systems

Students:
• Focuses on the hardware, software and network components of digital systems. Students
initially learn about a range of hardware and software, and progress to an understanding
of how data are transmitted between components within a system, and how the
hardware and software interact to form networks.
Data and Information

Students:
• Focuses on the properties of data, how it is collected and represented, and how it is
interpreted in context to produce information. Students learn how data is represented
and structured symbolically for use by digital systems, as well as techniques for collecting,
managing and organising data that is used to solve problems and create and
communicate ideas and information.

Cr eat in g Digit al Solu t ion s
Students:
-

Explores the interrelated processes and associated skills by which students create digital
solutions. Students engage in the four processes of analysing, designing, developing and
evaluating. Creating Digital Solutions requires skills in using digital systems and
computational, design and systems thinking, and interacting safely by using appropriate
technical and social protocols.

Google Apps f or Edu cat ion
Google Classroom will enhance the learning experience and help students develop important
online skills. On Google Classroom, students will be able to:
-

-

-

Boosts Collaboration
- Participate in class or group discussions that are monitored by the teacher
(students cannot send private messages to other students)
Enhanced communication and feedback
- Communicate directly with the teacher to ask questions and get help with work
Better Organisation
- Keep track of important due dates, events, and tasks
Save Time & Paper
- Receive and turn in assignments and quizzes
- View missed work when absent from class
Access Google Classroom from any computer or mobile device with Internet capabilities

Su ppor t in g You r Ch ild at Hom e
Support at home is vital in developing students responsible and safe use of digital technology.
Check out these websites for tips and strategies with dealing with digital technology at home.
-

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
http://www.cybersafetysolutions.com.au/internet-safety-tips-for-parents-teachers-carers/

I

THE HOMEWORK
GRID

Based on the work of Educational Expert, Dr Ian Lillico

There is no doubt that children need to practice concepts learnt at school,
within time constraints, but we need to broaden the definition of Homework.
Any work that children do at home needs to be counted and parents and
teachers should work together to ensure that children do some work at
home, but not a lot of sedentary work.
The Homework Grid is a solution to this old question of getting children to
do something at home and not opt out of family life. It will enable parents to
get children to do their share of work in the home including housework,
shopping, physical activity such as sport training and family outings such as
walking, fishing and exploring the world - activities which enhance family
life. It also covers areas such as reading, being read to, playing a game with
parents, researching on the computer, music practice and many others.
The Homework Grid philosophy emphasises diversity, family life and active
pursuits. It gradually increases in time and complexity from Foundation to
Year 6.
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The Role of Parents:
It is a good idea to spend two minutes each night with your child to help
them organize their homework before they start it. Help them order the
sequence of tasks and then set an amount of time to finish it. Students
should not spend wasted hours each night stewing over difficult work as
they begin to get a negative attitude to it as a result. If the homework is
too difficult for your children, please speak to your teacher.
Give positive feedback and praise for good work completed. It is
important to show an interest in your child's work as it makes them feel
less isolated from the rest of the family.
Parents can assist by asking children questions prior to, during or after
their reading - this directs their reading. It is also helpful for children to
verbalize what they are about to write prior to writing. This can mean
talking to you about the topic or explaining the main points. This
process greatly aids fluency and volume and helps cement thoughts
prior to writing.
Parents can find out more ways to assist their children at home by
participating in our Parent Helper program, attending information or
curriculum nights or drawing on the expertise of your classroom teacher
at a parent/teacher interview.

NAPLAN
The National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN) will involve students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 from all
States and Territories. The testing period for 2021 is between
11th and 21st May. It tests the types of skills that are
essential for every child to progress through school and life.
The tests cover skills in reading, writing, spelling, grammar and
punctuation and numeracy.
For more information, please go to: http://www.nap.edu.au/
Results of the assessment are made available to parents once
the process is complete - approximately the end of Term 3.
To enable your child to feel familiar with the expectations,
format and types of questions, we shall provide
opportunities to prepare them for this process.

SPECIALIST CLASSES

MANDARIN &
ASIAN STUDIES
All Year Five and Six students will participate in one 40 minute session for LOTE
each week. During these lessons students will continue to explore Chinese
culture through learning about festivals, stories and customs, and will be
encouraged to articulate differences and similarities to Australia and other
countries around the world. Students will investigate notable Chinese
timespans, prominent people, significant events and Chinese inventions.
Mandarin will be explored using the Education Perfect program which will focus
on listening and speaking skills as well as the recognition of traditional
characters and pinyin. By the end of Year Six, students should have developed a
sound understanding of both contemporary and traditional China, developed
informed attitudes and values about Chinese people and culture, and
consolidated their listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in Mandarin.
Teacher: Melinda Downes

PERFORMING
ARTS
The students in Years 5 and 6 visit the Performing Arts Centre (PAC) for a lesson each week. The
Victorian Curriculum provides a framework where students participate in activities focusing on the
areas of Dance, Drama and Music. At this level students solidify their primary school knowledge
and usage of the Performing Arts with an emphasis on participation. The students continue to
develop and formalize their experiences to a range of different styles of dance, including
choreography, dramatic scenarios, including monologues, and a variety of musical instruments,
including compositions, that are incorporated into weekly lessons.
Performance is a big part of the Performing Arts program at Wattle Park with events such as our
Whole School Production and Carols night. The students learn the material based upon an overall
theme. This is supported by additional rehearsals with their class teachers. More details about
these will be provided closer to the dates.
This year there is an additional opportunity for students to further pursue areas of interest in
Performing Arts. The students are given the opportunity to participate in a senior choir. We meet
for a practice each week on Wednesday at lunchtime for half an hour. It is open to students from
Years 4-6. The main aim of Choir is to be part of a team, build a repertoire of songs in a variety of
styles and have experience performing for audiences throughout the year.
Teacher: Sylwia Michalska

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
Physical Education (P.E.) is the process through which motor skills and fitness skills are taught
in conjunction with the development of the child's personal and social skills. It promotes the
development of understanding and, where relevant, skills in a range of areas, including: Fundamental movement patterns and coordinated body actions- The concept of fitnessPhysical activity- Growth and development- Effective relationships- Identity- Safety,
challenge and risk- Food and nutrition - Health. At Wattle Park P.S, all children from Grades 5
to 6 participate in a weekly Physical Education class.
At this level, they perform specialised movement skills and combine movement concepts and
strategies to achieve movement outcomes. Students take more control of their own learning
through a sport education program (SEPEP) and understand the roles and responsibilities of
all people involved in sport.
As the program is based around physical activity it is highly recommended that the children
wear runners to school on their P.E. day. All students should bring a drink bottle filled with
water to ensure that they remain hydrated. During terms 1 and 4 students also need to have
a broad brimmed or bucket hat and it is advised that they have a small tube of their own
personal sunscreen to apply.
The aquatics component of the program is run late in term 4 for the entire school. It is held
at the P.L.C. pool by qualified staff and all children are expected to attend. You will receive
more details of the swimming program later in the year.
Teacher: Nick Lindsay

VISUAL ARTS
Over the year, the art program includes the exploration of both two and
three-dimensional materials in the form of drawing, printing, painting, collage, modelling,
construction and threads and textiles. Particular focus is given to the art elements of line,
shape, colour, texture, tone and pattern. It is very important to provide children with
hands on, sensory experience. The students are given time to explore and experiment
with different materials and techniques enabling 'discoveries' to be made along the way.
These basic skills are extended and developed as both the projects and materials become
more challenging. All students are encouraged to push and challenge their materials and
techniques as the process of making is just as important, if not more, than the outcome.
In learning to respond to various aspects of the arts we will discuss and draw inspiration
from many artists and great periods of art, both historical and contemporary, famous and
those in our classroom. Student work is often displayed in and outside the Art room and
can be viewed on the school website. Please note that all students are required to wear a
smock (this can be anything that covers the uniform from an apron to an old thick t-shirt
or shirt) during art lessons.
Teacher: John Davey

YEAR 5 & 6

SPECIALIST TIMETABLE
Physical
Education

Library

Performing
Arts

Visual
Arts

Melinda
Downes

Sylvia
Michalska

John
Davey

SA-Wednesday

SA-Wednesday

SA-Tuesday

SA-Thursday

SA- Friday

SB -Wednesday

SB -Tuesday

SB -Wednesday

SB -Thursday

SB - Friday

6A-Tuesday

6A-Wednesday

6A-Wednesday

6A-Thursday

6A- Friday

6B -Thursday

6B -Wednesday

6B -Wednesday

6B -Thursday

6B - Friday

LOTE
(Mandarin)

Nicholas
Lindsay

Carolyn
Gangell

