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The importance of Term 1
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Establishing work and 

classroom routines e.g. 
listening to instructions, 
participating in discussions 

& asking for help

Developing connections 

and relationships with 
teachers and peers

Developing and setting 

class values and norms
i.e. Acceptable 
behaviours 

Establishing school 

routines such as the 
bell, timetables, play 
areas, toilets etc. 



Independent and Capable Students

Expressing 

their needs

Putting 

away 

classroom 

materials

Changing 

take home 

books

Learning 

where to

put things

Packing & 

unpacking 

their bag

Handing

in notices

Hanging 

their

own bag



WPPS Norms
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• Displayed in every classroom and awards are 

given at assembly for demonstrating these school 

norms. 

• Teachers use these norms to guide student 

behaviours in the classroom and playground. 

Wattle Park Primary

School Norms

Respect

Encourage

Value

Care

Challenge

To be responsible



The Foundation Curriculum

All teachers use the Victorian Curriculum as a 

framework for all planning, teaching and assessment. 



English

There are 3 Strands in English

• Reading

• Writing

• Speaking and Listening 

Teachers use data from the English 

Online Interview to determine student 

learning needs at the beginning of the 
year. 



Reading in the classroom
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Shared reading session –

A big book which is read with 
a specific focus

Students are placed in groups 

who have like needs

Guided reading/explicit 
instruction

Celebrating student work, 

feedback and sharing our 
knowledge
and experiences

Whole Class Focus Small Group Focus Share time



Reading at home
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• All students will have a green satchel to hold 

their take home books and reading journal for 

daily home reading

• Enjoyment of reading and developing 

confidence is most important 

• Encourage your child to develop a love of 

reading by visiting your local library and 

borrowing books of interest for you to read 

together

• Develop a reading routine at home

• Instructional reading is done within the 

classroom literacy program



Writing
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Students are introduced to different text types and explore various conventions 

of writing throughout the year. 

Drawing pictures

Story telling

Shared experiences

Correct formation, sizing and 

placement of letters

Victorian Modern Cursive 
Script

Emphasise the sounds

they hear

Incorrect spelling attempts 
are not seen as ‘mistakes’ 

but approximations

Communicating ideas Handwriting Spelling



Speaking and Listening 
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Oral language underpins all literacy learning

• Classroom discussions

• Lesson reflections and sharing

• Listening and using appropriate interaction skills

• ‘Me Bags’ and Story Time

• Sharing news



Mathematics

There are 3 strands in Mathematics. 

• Number and Algebra

• Measurement and Geometry 

• Statistics and Probability

Teachers use data from the Mathematics 

Online Interview to determine student 

learning needs at the beginning of the year. 



Mathematics in Foundation 
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Activities are ‘hands on’ and 

thus not all class work is 

reflected in student books.

Whole class focus on a selected topic. Then further 

exploration of a concept to consolidate their 
understandings and knowledge. 

Share time: work is shared and celebrated and 

mathematical concepts are reinforced.

Mathematics is learnt through:

• Stories

• Music

• Craft

• Open ended tasks

• Problem solving activities

• Games

• Physical models

• Connections with the real world



Integrated Studies: History & Science 
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We link Science and History to our 

integrated topics as a springboard for 

learning. We integrate these topics into our 

Literacy and Numeracy learning as much 

as we can.

Integrated topics:

• All About Me

• Fairy tales

• Materials

• Farms & Farm Produce

• Weather 

• Transport



Visual Arts

Performing Arts

Physical Education

Mandarin and Asian Studies (LOTE)

Library 

Specialist Programs



The Arts 
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Visual Arts:

• Explore both 2 and 3 dimensional materials.

• Drawing, printing, painting, collage, construction and textiles

In the early years it is very important to provide children 

with hands on, sensory experiences. 

Performing Arts:

The emphasis is on participation as the students 

explore and respond to a range of music through 

dance, movement, singing, creating and playing.  



Mandarin and Asian Studies  

Physical Education

16

Mandarin and

Asian Studies:

• Enjoying and developing 

an appreciation of China.

• Embracing one of its main 

languages, Mandarin. 

Physical Education:

• Developing fitness and 

gross motor skills in 

conjunction with personal 

and social skills.

• Swimming program is run 

in the 4th term for the 

entire school. 



Each class has a weekly 20 minute sessions

Students are given the opportunity to browse

and borrow

The library is open two days a week at

lunch time 

Library



Year Six Buddies 
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Each Foundation student is allocated a Year Six 

student as a special buddy for the year

Regular activities are held throughout the year 

such as having lunch together, reading, art 

activities and scavenger hunts

Having a buddy provides another caring, 

supportive friend in the playground 



Before Starting School
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Talk about the school and the interesting things

it has to offer

Try to arrange playdates with other children starting 
school at WPPS 

Visit school e.g. weekend plays in the playground

Teach your child how to identify their name on 

their belongings

Make sure they know how to go to the

toilet independently

Does your child have specific medical needs? If 
so, you will need to get a medical plan from 

your doctor

Practice opening, closing, eating and drinking 

from lunch boxes and drink bottles 



Parent Teacher Communications
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If you have any concerns at all, you are encouraged to discuss them with your child’s 

classroom teacher.

Teachers are available throughout the year to meet with you. 

We aim for a strong

Parent-Teacher relationship.

The education of your child is 

partnership thus we encourage 

informal communication 

through the year. 

Twice a year, you are invited

to attend Parent Teacher 

Interviews to discuss

your child’s progress,

achievements and needs.



Compass and Konnective - our online 

communication platforms

School newsletters

Foundation term newsletters

School notices

WPPS website - ongoing and updated information 

about school organisation, policies and events

School 

Communication



Thank You


