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DIARY DATES 
  

March 
16th  Movie Night 
19th  Year 2 Educational Experience/excursion to Aquarium  
21st   Harmony Day 
23rd  Year 4/5/6 GALA Day district Schools Venue and Time TBC  
24th  Working Bee  ( 9:00– 11:30 am) 
26th  Young Leaders Conference (selected students) 
27th-28th  Parent /Teacher Meetings 
27th  7.15pm School Council 7.30pm AGM 
28th  Parent /Teacher Meetings 
29th  Year 5/6 Educational Experience/ Incursion Numeracy 
          ( CBA, Start Smart) 
29th March Term 1 Ends  2.30pm dismissal. 
 April 
16th  Curriculum Day for YR Foundation — 4 
16th– 20th  5/6 Canberra Camp 
17th  April Term 2 begins (students commence) 
23rd Curriculum Day for Year 5/6 
25th   Anzac Day no students 
 May 
9th   WPPS X– Country whole school  
        (Venve and Time TBC)  
15th-16th Year 3 & 5  NAPLAN  
24th  Performing Arts Educational Experience/Incursion ( whole school) 
26th  Open day 
26th  Trivia Night 
 June 
11th  Queens Birthday (no students) 
12th-15th Year 5 Bike ED 
18th-22nd Year 5 Bike ED 
29th Term 2 Ends 2.30pm dismissal. 
 
Term 3 16th July—21st September 
Term 4 8th October—21st December  
Curriculum Days (student free days) 
Monday  16th April 
Monday  16th July 
Monday   5th November 
 
 

 

Newsletter No.   4 16th March 2018       

 

 

Dear Parents, 
 
As you would have noted Parent/Teacher interviews are 
scheduled for Tuesday 27th and Wednesday 28th March.  If 
you have not been able to access your Compass account to 
book a time please contact Mrs Joy Roberts and our office 
team to assist you. 
This is the second formal opportunity that parents have had to 
meet their child’s classroom teacher. The first was in Febru-
ary where teachers gave an outline of the year’s program and 
all curriculum areas, including specialist programs. 
This time teachers will go through the individual learning 
goals of your child for the next term according to the assess-
ments they have undertaken this term. If you are unable to 
attend on either of these nights please schedule another time 
to ensure that you are familiar with your child’s learning 
goals so that you can assist and encourage your child to 
achieve them. 
This week I read an article by Principals Australia Institute 
about ‘Tips for Principals on Family Engagement.’ 
It made me think and list all the different ways our parent 
community are involved in the school: 
The Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program in Years 3 

&4 
Our small but dynamic band of parents involved in the Par-

ents and Friends Association 
 Parents who organise Book Club, ordering and distributing 

Ashton Scholastic books 
 Drivers who regularly take our students to district and re-

gional events 
 Our chicken monitors who feed and nurture our well-loved 

chickens 
 Canteen volunteers who support Leanne in preparing many 

lunch orders  
 Sausage sizzle chefs for Foundation barbecue nights or Bun-

nings shifts 
 Uniform shop vendors organising second hand uniform sales 
 Our fete organisers and committee 
 Parent helpers who assist in the classroom and on excursions 
 Working bee participants who tender our beautiful grounds 

2018 Camps  
 
YR 5/6 16th –20th April 
— Canberra  
 
YR 3/4 27th—29th Au-
gust — Arrabri 
 
YR 2 School Sleepover  
9th November  



 School Council members who make decisions regarding the setting and monitoring of the school’s direction in finance, strate-
gic planning and policy development.  

So many parts of the school that would not function without your participation! 
But often volunteering can be left to the same families over many years. After reading the above list this may prompt you in to 
thinking that you too could support the school. By participating in the life of the school you forge and maintain social connec-
tions and networks and develop the strengths of the people within communities.  
The Four Tips that were stated in the article where parents make a difference to a child’s learning are 1. Having high expecta-
tions 2. Talking about school at home 3.Helping students develop a positive attitude and good work habits 4. Reading with 
children 
They stated that ‘Evidence clearly shows that school practices can make a difference, but it’s less about programs and more 
about outreach, communication, collaboration and building relationships.’ 
 
Harmony Day is an Australian Government program that centers on the message that ‘Everyone Belongs’, reinforcing the im-
portance of inclusiveness to all Australians. The school will be celebrating Harmony Day next Wednesday 21st March by wear-
ing a touch of orange and bringing along a piece of fruit- an orange. This year we have added a vegetable- carrots!   
Well tonight is the night everyone has been waiting for- Movie Night! It’s sure to be a great night. No rain is forecast but the 
night will be cold, so please bring along warm clothing.  
The request from the PFA is to please bring along your loose change to help with transactions for purchases at the BBQ, Mov-
ie Food Stall and Wine Bar as well as Raffle Tickets at the gates. 
See you there tonight! 
 

Warm Regards Gayle 
 

 

 

 

 

 
                     

  
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

 

Remember to wear a touch of orange and bring along an orange 

or carrot to share on Wednesday.  

 



 

 

WATTLE PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL WORKING BEE 

SATURDAY 24TH MARCH 2018 

9AM TO 11:30AM 

First working bee for the year 

Please bring your gardening gloves and a smile. 

Come for a short time or the whole time! 

All and any help is appreciated. 

Morning tea will be provided. 

 

 

 

 

Come along and meet our newly appointed Stephanie Alexander  
Kitchen Gardener – Penny Hayes. 
 
There is lots to be done in the garden and many hands make light work. 



What’s happening with SAKGP? 
The start of 2018 saw Penny Hayes step into the permanent position of SAKGP garden specialist, after her 
caretaker role in the kitchen last year when Carolina recovered from an injury.  Penny is delighted and ener-
gised by the warm welcome she has received by students, staff and volunteers alike.  WPPS really is an amaz-
ing community. 
 
During the Christmas holidays the weeds had one enormous party in the vegie beds.   The students of grades 3 
and 4 have been doing some amazing work taming the wilderness.   

Ms Robertson (3B) had some exciting news.  Her parents-in-law, Tony and Angela kindly donated a compost 
tumbler.  This magnificent machine is a triumph in design and engineering, having a capacity of around 150 
litres (it’s big), yet the engineering design harnesses the laws of leverage, enabling young hands to turn the 
drum even when it is fully loaded.  With its new lease of employment, this compost tumbler has been faithful-
ly turning kitchen and garden scraps into black gold for four generations.  Thank you so much, Tony & Ange-
la! 
 
 
Many of the students have been earning points for their houses by: 
Encouraging adult family and friends to volunteer with SAKGP  

 Asking terrific questions 



 Demonstrating enthusiasm, kindness or other wonderful attributes 

 Bringing in newspapers 

 
You don’t have to be in grade 3 or 4 to earn house points with SAKGP.   

 Bring in your newspapers from home – or your neighbours, grandparents, or anyone else 

who gets the paper.   

1. Bundle them together so they don’t fly away 

2. Write your name, grade and house clearly so that Penny can add your house point 

3. Leave them on the wooden bench near the worm farms 

 

 Show enthusiasm for helping in the garden: 

There are always plenty of jobs to be done 

It is amazing how much can be achieved when we all work as a team 

Pop over and work with Penny on a Monday or Tuesday at recess or lunch time. 

 

 Share your ideas 

Do you have any ideas of how the garden could be improved?   

Plants? Artwork? Anything remotely related to kitchen-garden? 

Write them down 

Draw them 

Come and see Penny – tell her all about them.  She loves ideas and enthusiasm 

Kiwi fruits ripening on the vine 



Preying Mantis – a gardener’s friend, devouring a variety of garden pests 

Pumpkins getting ready for the early winter harvest 

Grape vine leaves.  The 

students made the most 

amazing vegitarian dolmades 

with Carolina in the kitchen 



Seedlings in newspaper pots that the students made, while their permanent home is be-

ing renovated 

Olive trees can live for over a thousand 
years.  Our trees have an abundant crop this 
year. 
 



 

 Have you signed up for Konnective Yet? 
Konnective is a mobile app solution that will allow us to communicate with you, our parents, straight to 
your smartphone. You will be able to receive important alerts (similar to a text message) as soon as they 
are released. 
 

Via the app, we can send communication to specific grade levels, so you will receive information specific 
to your child’s grade as well as general news or updates that will go to everyone. This will extend and 
enhance our existing communications (eg. Newsletter, website). 
For those without a smartphone, there will be a link to the general updates on our website. 
 

Please see the instructions on how to register, log in and connect to Konnective.  



2018 House Competition 
Term 1 

CHALLENGES 

SPORT Swimming Trials, Running 
Club 

ACADEMIC Spelling Bee 

COMMUNI-
TY 

SFS (Sport for Schools) 

CULTURAL House Chant 

 
Running Club –Earn Points for every lap you complete!!! 
 
Spelling Bee – A student representative for each year level of each House will compete to win House points.  

 
SFS Sport for Schools – Every member of each house has the chance to earn points. Every time $10 is spent 

at Coles the student will receive a voucher. Each voucher is to be placed into the House Coloured boxes 
outside the photocopying room. This is also a great way for the school to receive free sport equipment in 
Term 3. 

 
House Chant – Students will create a new house chant! Greatest Chant Wins!!!   

 
At the end of each term a winner will be announced. The winners will receive 4 points. Fourth will receive 1 
point. 
At the end of the year, points from each term will be tallied and the winning House will receive a House Trophy.  

Sports for Schools House Competition 
This year we will be participating in Coles Sports for Schools. This Initiative began mid last 
week and runs until the 11th May. Each shopper is rewarded with a voucher for every $10 
spent at Coles. Each voucher goes towards our school being able to purchase new sporting 
gear for lunchtimes and P.E.  
We have collection boxes outside the photocopying room near the school office. Each Box 
are coloured and labelled with House names. Teachers have your students allocated house 
available if needed.  
If you shop at Coles please remember to ask for a voucher or two every time you shop! 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Hand Uniform shop will be open 
again on  
Monday 23rd April 

Monday 21st May 

Monday 25th June 

3:30-4pm 

If you have uniform to donate please take it to the 
school office. Any enquiries please contact Jackie 
Brodie 0448 887 090 or Larissa King 0408 275 849 

What to advertise your 
business to the local 
community? Contact 
Astrid on 0408-001-300 to 
find out how to purchase 
a Movie Night 
Sponsorship package. 

Reminder: 2018 school contributions were due 2nd March.  Thank you for payments re-
ceived and a friendly reminder for payments still outstanding. As all supplies have been 
given to the students, it is imperative that contributions are paid.   The school appreciates 
that families sometimes experience financial difficulties in meeting payment requests.  A 
range of support options are available to parents who have difficulty making payments in-
cluding the CSEF ‘Camps, Sport and Excursions Fund’ and the State Schools Relief Com-
mittee support. The school office can assist you with the relevant forms if you have a cur-
rent Healthcare Card, see notice below. 
  
Please contact the school on 9808 2165 if you need to make confidential arrangements with 
the School Principal, Ms Gayle Cope in order to meet your payment commitments. An al-
ternative arrangement Family Payment Plan may be collected from the Office. 

 

Garden Request 
Penny our SAKG Gardener has requested newspapers for garden. Please leave papers bundled up 
and place in tub on the trestle table outside of  the 3/4 building . 

Running Club 
 Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays morning 8:15am 

Congratulations to Jenny (FB), Henry (??), Eva (3A) and Tara (6B) for their 
winning entries to the Movie Night Colouring In Competition. Their families 
will receive a Family Movie Pass to Movie Night at WPPS on Friday 16th 
March! There were many fantastic submissions and Mr. Davey had his work cut 
out for him in picking the winners! They are proudly displayed at the of-
fice.  



 
 
 

 





 





 

WPPS Canteen Volunteer Form  

Terms 1 & 2, 2018 

  
CANTEEN RE-OPENS MONDAY 12TH FEBRUARY 

 

Our canteen would not be able to run without the wonderful support of volunteer parents, 

friends and grandparents of our school. 

 

We are calling for volunteers, whether you are an experienced hand or an eager learner. 

 

School Council requires all volunteers to have: 

 

1. Current WWWC (Working with Children Check) 

2. Signed acknowledgement of the WPPS ‘Child Safety Code of Conduct Form’ 

(available at the office or on the school website) 

  

The canteen operates on Mondays and Fridays each week, and we will schedule you for 2 

shifts of 2½ hours each, for the term.  If you would like to help more, please indicate this, as 

extra shifts are available. 

   

All shifts will have a canteen co-ordinator present, who will co-ordinate and assist in the 

smooth running of the day. 

 

The canteen relies on volunteers to operate successfully; so please give this due 

consideration.  

Print and complete the form below and return to the office by Wednesday 7th February. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Thank you for volunteering for the Canteen 

 

Name: __________________________________ Child/ren’s Class: ____________  

 

Mobile Phone Number: __________________ 

 

Email Address: _______________________________________ 

 

Preferred Day:                    Monday          Friday 

(please circle) 

Preferred Shift:           10am – 12.30pm (Monday & Friday) 

11am – 1.30pm (Monday & Friday) 

12pm – 2.30pm (Monday & Friday) 

9am – 11.30am (Friday only) 

 

Any other information ___________________________________________ 





Sports for Schools House Competition 
This year we will be participating in Coles Sports for Schools. This Initiative began mid last 
week and runs until the 11th May. Each shopper is rewarded with a voucher for every $10 
spent at Coles. Each voucher goes towards our school being able to purchase new sporting 
gear for lunchtimes and P.E.  
We have collection boxes outside the photocopying room near the school office. Each Box 
are coloured and labelled with House names. Teachers have your students allocated house 
available if needed.  
If you shop at Coles please remember to ask for a voucher or two every time you shop! 

 

 





 
  

Want your kids to have an amazing, action-packed autumn break? 
Join Team Holiday for their AWESOME AUTUMN school holiday program for kids aged 5-12. 

  
Team Holiday is a multi-award winning holiday program provider for children and teens 
across Australia. They provide full-day activities to over 100,000 children every year. Their 
programs are perfect for working families or for kids who are just looking for fun activities to 
do during their holiday break. 
  
Their specialist crew is made up entirely of qualified educators, and with a ratio of one 
educator to just ten kids, they have the time and resources to curate innovative adventures 
that kids just love. That’s why over 95% of parents rated Team Holiday higher than any other 
holiday program. 
  
Check out Team Holiday full program schedule here. 
  
Remember, you can save up to 50% on all Team Holiday programs with eligible CCR/CCB 
rebates. 
 

 
 



Team Holiday is excited to be a part of our school community and they can’t wait to show you what 
they have planned for the upcoming autumn holidays.  

 

All programs are fully rebatable for Child Care Benefit and Child Care Rebates, which means you could 
be entitled to a 50% discount – or more! 
 
For more information on the action-packed AWESOME AUTUMN holiday program, visit teamholi-
day.com.au. 






