Newsletter No. 20
225 Warrigal Road, Burwood

28th August 2020
Principal: Ms Gayle Cope

Email: wattle.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Tel: 9808 2165

Fax: 9888 7239

Website: www.wattleparkps.vic.edu.au

Dear Parents and Carers,
Devastating winds certainly ripped through Burwood and surrounding areas last night. Our
newly erected lamb shed was blown off its foundations and two medium sized branches fell
from a substantial gum tree.
Fortunately no one was injured in either case and the lambs survived too!
I have just this morning spoken with a close Principal colleague about the death of a student
from a fallen tree last night. The grief is insurmountable for that community.
This year is really proving to be challenging but as a community we must stay strong, supportive and connected.
I would sincerely like to thank those families who send messages of support to our teachers
and leadership team. A positive kind message does so much for everyone’s health and wellbeing, those giving and those receiving.
A special and most sincere thank you to parent Astrid Blackburn and Year 3 student Gretel
who kept a close eye on our school last Saturday when we had significant rain. The drains
near the library can overflow when there is a sudden downpour (many times staff have had
to literally roll up their pants to bucket out knee deep water) Astrid and Gretel cleared out all
the drains and ensured our library did not flood. How fortunate is the school to have nearby
families who watch out for our school.
I do despair at the on-line behaviour of some people on social media sites where misinformation is spread along with vitriolic comments.
Children learn from adult modelling so it is imperative that as parents and teachers we are
constructive and affirmative in all of our communications.
Some constructive feedback I received this week was from a parent who suggested we in-

clude a ‘Fun Page’ of activities in our newsletter or on our website. An example being the Phillip Island Penguin parade video. http://bit.ly/2gGnK8V
What a great idea! So stay tuned for next week.
Hopefully not long to go now in our remote learning phase. Parents and teachers you are doing such an amazing and incredible job in difficult times.

Warm Regards

Gayle

Community Connection (CommConnect) Survey
- 2 minutes of your time to help us to help you.
From July 1, you will see more police out and about in the community as part of the CommConnect
initiative across the Eastern Region of Victoria.
CommConnect is a different approach to policing. Officers will be assigned to engage with key
stakeholders in specific sectors of the Police Service Area, more directly focusing resources to build
stronger and more collaborative relationships.
Allocating ownership to a specific supervisor to keep our communities safe will increase presence
and visibility and allow police to respond to and focus on victims and people in need in a more agile way.
As part of this process, local police are asking their communities what concerns they have regarding
policing in their local suburbs and townships and ways in which police can better connect and support the community to address those concerns.
Each survey relates to a Local Government area, so please feel free to respond to the survey relevant
to your area. Please know your information is totally confidential and will not identify you.
If you live in theWhitehorse City Council area, please click on the below link and complete the
short 2 minute survey.

https://engage.vic.gov.au/victoria-police-community-connection-project/victoria-policewhitehorse
Please note that these surveys are not a way to report a specific crime.
If you would like to report a non-urgent crime or event, please use the Police Assistance Line on 131 444, or Crime StoppersVictoria on 1800 333 000. If there is an
emergency, please phone Victoria Police on 000.

Attention Parents/Guardians
Just a reminder to send in enrolment forms for Foundation students in 2021.
If you know of any family/friends who are wanting to enrol, please remind them as well to get their enrolment in
as soon as possible.
Enrolment forms can be downloaded from our website
at: www.wattleparkps.vic.edu.au or click here
A copy of a Birth Certificate and Medicare Immunisation
Certificate is required to complete the enrolment process.
Please ring the office on 9808 2165 if you have any
questions.

How to… All you need to do is hover your phone camera
over the QR Code then press ‘OPEN/ALLOW’ then ‘OK’ in
their internet browser (e.g. Safari). For older phones parents will need to download a free QR Code Reader App.
Your venue’s unique QR Code is printed on your posters.

