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DIARY DATES 
  

 
December 
 

5th-10th Swimming for whole school 

9th   Yr 2 Pizza Night Session 1 (6-7.30pm) 

10th  State Wide Orientation Day 

10th Yr 2 Pizza Night Session 2 (12-1.30pm) 

       Yr 2 Pizza Night Session3 (6-7.30pm) 

12th-19th Swimming for whole school 

11th Yr 6 Education Experience/Excursion- Funfields 

11th Yr 4 Education Experience/ Incursion- STEAM 

11th  Carols Night (Whole school 6.30-7.30pm) 

11th  No Swimming 

11th Yr 4 Education Experience/ STEAM Incursion 

11th Yr 1 Cameron Close Christmas Party 

16th Yr 6 Graduation 

16th Class Parties 

19th Farewell Assembly 2.30pm 

20th Last Day of Term  

       1.30pm Finish, Casual Clothes 

 

2020 

Term 1 

29th Jan. First day of Term 1 

 

Curriculum Day 

28th January                        16th April 

13th July                           2nd November 

 

Second Hand Uniform Shop will be open this term on the 
following date at 3.30pm for 30 minutes 

Monday 9th Dec 

Newsletter No.   20 6th December 2019 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

As I compose this letter I am reflecting on the activities of 

this past week. Tuesday night was the last meeting of our 

School Council for the year. Special thanks to School Council 

President Mr Matthew Torney and Treasurer Mr Angus 

McKinnon as well as parent members; Alison Wingate, Kellie 

McDonald, Mark Boers, Jackie Brodie, Nan Wu (recently 

retired from council) and Gillian Doig (recently retired from 

council) for their unwavering support for the school. 

Every school must have a School Council and members play 

a vital role in determining the direction of the finance, strate-

gic planning: participating in the development and monitoring 

of the school strategic plan and policy development. It may 

sound overwhelmingly tedious work but in fact strong part-

nerships are developed between parent members and teacher 

representatives. You also learn a great deal about the machi-

nations of the school.  

 A quiet and productive Tuesday evening was spent passing 

the December payments and enjoying a meal prepared by our 

wonderful Stephanie Alexander chef, Carolina Trantino.  

Through the School Council, and many other activities 

the  community is so fortunate to have people who are pre-

pared to volunteer their time and expertise to ensure that Wat-

tle Park Primary continues to be a great school for all of our 

student members and remains in a healthy financial position. 

Wednesday was the Year 6 bike ride to Holmesglen Reserve. 

It was a picture perfect day. Students enjoyed a long ride, a 

sausage sizzle for lunch and a play on some unique play-

ground equipment. Year 6 teachers; Mr. James Feather, Ms. 

Keren Freeman and Dr. Karl Jenkinson are to be congratulat-

ed on the organization of the day along with parent helpers; 



Bec Holliday, Zoe Ryan-Ferdowsian, Craig Sayers, Karen Penman and our multi-talented learning assistant Ms. Deb 

Alderson. See photos attached. 

Foundation students for 2020 (can you believe that!) spent a transition morning with their teachers this week and all 

went extremely smoothly. I would like to acknowledge the work of the Foundation transition team; Ms Emma Tan, Mrs 

Robyn Heeps, Ms Kimielle D’Mello and specialist teachers Mrs Sylwia Michalska, Mr John Davey and Mr Nic Lindsay 

who have spent the last four Wednesday afternoon sessions introducing our new charges to the routines and spaces of 

our school.  

Please be aware that the library is now closed for the annual stocktake. If you have any library books at home please 

return them to Ms Caroline Gangell, our library technician as soon as possible, preferably Monday. A notice will be sent 

home next week to any student who still has overdue books.  

Our annual School’s Carol’s Night is next Wednesday commencing at 6:30p.m. sharp. This year the Parents and Friends 

Association have organised a sausage sizzle and soft drinks night prior to the event, starting at 5:30p.m.   

Christmas attire for the students is encouraged. Each year level will be performing along with the school choir. It is al-

ways such a special night to be in the grassy surrounds while the busy Warrigal Road traffic pales into the background. 

The farewell assembly is scheduled for Thursday 20th December at 2:30p.m. where we will wish our Year 6 students all 

the very best for their journey into secondary school.  

The time before Christmas can be often be called  ‘the silly season’ not just for students but also adults. It is impera-

tive that we keep as much as possible to our usual routines and monitoring behaviour  patterns. Cyber safety issues 

around Christmas and the holiday period are known to increase, so it’s essential that as parents  we know what sites our 

children are accessing and being aware of what they are posting on their various accounts. Also, take extra special care 

on our roads. Black Friday on the roads heading to shopping centres was an example of how extreme the traffic can be 

with tempers of driver’s fraying- Christmas time can be the same. Please take time when travelling out and about, you 

have exceptional cargo on board. Your children. 

 

Warm Regards  

 

Gayle 
 

 



Year 6 Bike Ride 



 

DEAKIN Interdisciplinary Maths and Science: Year 2 

 

This year has been an exciting year for the Year 2 Interdisciplinary Maths 

and Science Project.  Students conducted a Water Drinking Investigation, 

designed and investigated Whirlybirds, have grown their own Fast Plants 

where they monitored and recorded the plant’s growth and plant struc-

ture, and finally (in term 4) they explored Chemical Change. In the chem-

ical change sequence students explored the scientific concepts of mixing, 

separating, dissolving, particles, and chemical change through hands on 

investigations such as dancing raisins, lava lamps, and making chocolate 

crackles and pikelets! The students particularly enjoyed these activities, 

collecting, discussing and representing their data using annotated dia-

grams, tables, and graphs. We even heard that some students conducted 

their own investigations at home, testimony to their engagement and 

ownership of their learning. 

Some comments from students during the year include: 

 

“I know how to measure properly, I know all about millimetres and centimetres and line graphs!” 

“In the Pre-Test I was guessing, I didn’t really know but now I know and understand!” 

“I hope we’re doing the Deakin activities next year… I love it!” 

We’re looking forward to working with these students again in 2020 and would like to take this opportunity to 

thank the year 2 teachers; Kathryn Kelly, Ellie Cuolahan and Dan Watts and wish them and all the students a won-

derful and safe festive season.  

 

The Deakin IMS Learning Team 

Professor Russell Tytler, Dr Peta White, and Melinda Kirk 

 



 

STUDENT ABSENCES AND COMPASS 

Dept regulation requires all families to inform the school of their child’s absence. Please use the Compass portal to record their 
absence, before 9am.  Without your prior notification of any absence, via Compass preferably, or a phone call to the office, you 
will receive a “please explain” phone call from the office.  Automated emails are sent out at 9.30am to all families with absent 
children. Telephone calls will be made from 10.30 onwards. 

If you cannot log into Compass please contact the office for a password reset. 

 

HATS – Remember September 

There is a Dept policy of ‘No Hats No Play’.  Hats must be worn between the months of September and April. Hats must be worn 
whilst children are outside.  If no hat is brought to school, children will be required to play in shaded areas.  The school is unable 
to provide spare hats.  

 

CASH/CHEQUES TO THE OFFICE  

Please ensure any money brought to the school office is in a clearly named envelope: Child’s Name, Class, Payment description. 

 

SCHOOL HOURS   9am to 3.30pm 

Parents of late attendees must sign into the office and collect an authorised late slip before children can go to class. 

If you wish to collect your child early from school, parents/guardians must obtain an authorised early leave slip from the office, 
before collecting your child from class.   

 

VOLUNTEERS FOR 2019 

●  All new volunteers must sign a new Child Safe Code of conduct for  2019 – see the office 

●  The Working With Children Certificate must also be sighted by the office – before any volunteering can be undertaken at the 
school – Dept requirement. 

 

Found 

A ring along Banksia Street has been handed into the office. Please ring the office for further information.  





 

 





 
 
 
 
 

 



TeamKids Wattle Park 

Newsletter

What’s Been Happening?

It’s 3 weeks till Christmas, TeamKids wishes everyone a safe 
and happy holiday. It’s been such a fun year and we can’t 
wait to see what next year brings. 

New Director of Service
Sadly, Shani will no longer be the Director of Service, but we 
are super excited to have Liana come on board. She will be 
the new director for the last two weeks of school as well as 
next year. Liana has worked at Wattle Park throughout the 
year and comes from a background of education. 

Holiday Bookings
We have an exciting program planned for the holidays if you 
have not seen our brochure for the summer holidays. You 
can find this on the TeamKids website. We are now taking 
bookings and can’t wait to create some fun summer 
memories. If you have any questions, feel free to come in 
and talk to the staff. 

End of Term Party
On Tuesday the 17th of December, TeamKids will be holding 
an end of term party. This term we will be having a water 
fight/slide as voted by the children. Please make sure you 
bring a change of clothes. There will be plenty of party food 
and games to celebrate.

Contact Details

Service Mobile: 0439 249 677

Service Email: wattleparkps@teamholiday.com.au

Office Phone: 9532 0366

Office Email: info@teamkids.com.au

www.teamkids.com.au

Look what we made – we 
love Christams!

We learnt about China in 
Week 8









 

 
 
 
          Christmas at St Stephen’s Presbyterian 
          Corner Warrigal and Canterbury Roads, Surrey Hills  
  
          15 Dec 10:15am            Children’s Service 
          22 Dec 6pm                   Carols Service. 5pm Free BBQ 
          25 Dec 9:30am              Christmas Day 
  

          For more information see www.shp.org.au 

Community Notices 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shp.org.au&data=02%7C01%7Cwattle.park.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C0e58c62c5ca14d2809eb08d777b9889e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C1%7C637109511117133276&sdata=%2B5bv0tN1UrAqpaNUWCOYS





