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DIARY DATES 
  

 

Term 2 
 

23nd April (Tuesday) to 28th June 

June 
 

10th Queens Birthday (No school) 

20th Music World Concert 

21st Yr 5/6 Interschool Sport (away) 

21st Yr 4 Education Experience/Excursion— Polly Woodside +  Cook’s    

Cottage 

24th Foundation Fairy Tale Dress up 

27th Yr 5/6 Interschool Sport (home) 

28th Last Day of Term 2 (2.30pm Finish)  

       Casual Clothes Day, Gold Coin Donation 
 

 

Term 3 

15th July (Tuesday) to 20th September  

15th NO School on Monday   

 

August 

5th–9th Mobile Dentist 

5th– 11th Chinese Students Visiting 

19th  Book Week Author visit 
 

September 

4th-6th Yr 3/4  Camp 

11th  Whole School Production Dress Rehearsal 

12th Whole School Production Tech Rehearsal 

12th Whole School Production (6.30pm) 

16th-20th Yr 5/6 Camp 

20th Last day of Term (2.30pm Finish) 

 

   Curriculum Days (student free days) 

   Monday 15th July 

   Monday 4th November 
 

 

 

Newsletter No.   9 7th June 2019 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

Unfortunately last weekend the school suffered some 
minor nuisance damage around the grounds. Water 
taps were left running, Foundation nametags ripped 
from their hooks and boxes smashed and left as de-
bris through the school. 

However, thanks to the diligence and attentiveness of 
our community, we were able to identify the two 
teenage culprits and report their behaviour to their 
school and parents.  

Neither of these students were former members of 
Wattle Park Primary. I would like to think that our 
students past and present, value and care for our 
school and feel welcomed when they return for a vis-
it on weekends rather than behave in an unseemly 
manner.  

On Thursday, Steve Donohue and I attended the Ed-
ucation State Schools Leadership Conference- 
‘Leading Learning for Excellence.’  I was particular-
ly impressed with the presentation by Melbourne 
University Professor Fazal Rizvi who discussed 
global mobility and the impact of this on culture and 
citizenship and its implications for the role of educa-
tion.   

One of the strengths of our school is the diversity of 
cultures we have not just amongst our students but 
also our staff and the richness this brings in 
knowledge and ideas. One of Mahaffie’s 9 skills of 
learning that we display on our entrance walls is 
‘Worldliness’- As global citizens we need to appreci-
ate and be aware of the vast similarities and differ-
ences that make us a culturally diverse global com-



munity.  

In our diary dates section you will see that students from our sister school, Mingde Primary School 
are visiting in August. How exciting! 

Six students; five male and one female require host families during their stay. If you are able to host 
a student during this time can you please let the office know. All of the male students are Year 6 and 
the one female student Year 5.  

It is a wonderful cross cultural experience for all involved.  

It was announced yesterday to Foundation C students and families that Ms. Catherine Churchward is 
embarking on a year of teaching at the end of this term in Japan! Catherine was the successful candi-
date in a highly selective field. Students, staff and the school community will miss Catherine most 
dearly as she has been an outstanding teacher. Catherine brings a sense of care and warmth to not 
only her classroom but also the staffroom. However it is a wonderful opportunity that will broaden 
Catherine’s knowledge of global education and she is sure to bring extra skills to the school upon 
her return in 2020. Travel safely Catherine.  

We would like to welcome Ms Kimielle D’Mello to the Foundation position for this year. Kimielle 
will be visiting the school all next week to meet students and staff.  

I would very much like to congratulate the three students who have qualified for the Cross Country 
Regional Finals- Tiana B Year 3, Sandra P Year 4 and Noah B Year 5. A remarkable effort! We 
wish them all the very best on their upcoming event at Yarra Glen racecourse.  

For the last three weeks of this term I have been seconded into the South East Region to replace a 
Senior Education Improvement Leader who is travelling overseas. So for the next three weeks Mr 
Steve Donohue will be Acting Principal position ably supported by Mrs Ainslie Peszynski in the 
Acting Assistant Principal position. 

Enjoy the long weekend, it is such a bonus to have an extra day to catch up on those jobs on our ‘to 
do list’. Teachers will be putting their final touches on student reports that will be distributed the last 
week of term.  

Look forward to catching up with everyone in term 3 after the holidays. 

 

Warm Regards  

Gayle 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

STUDENT ABSENCES AND COMPASS 

Dept regulation requires all families to inform the school of their child’s absence. Please use the Compass portal to record their ab-
sence, before 9am.  Without your prior notification of any absence, via Compass preferably, or a phone call to the office, you will re-
ceive a “please explain” phone call from the office.  Automated emails are sent out at 9.30am to all families with absent children. Tele-
phone calls will be made from 10.30 onwards. 

If you cannot log into Compass please contact the office for a password reset. 

 

CASH/CHEQUES TO THE OFFICE  

Please ensure any money brought to the school office is in a clearly named envelope: Child’s Name, Class, Payment description. 

 

SCHOOL HOURS   9am to 3.30pm 

Parents of late attendees must sign into the office and collect an authorised late slip before children can go to class. 

If you wish to collect your child early from school, parents/guardians must obtain an authorised early leave slip from the office, before 
collecting your child from class.   

 

VOLUNTEERS FOR 2019 

●  All new volunteers must sign a new Child Safe Code of conduct for  2019 – see the office 

●  The Working With Children Certificate must also be sighted by the office – before any volunteering can be undertaken at             
the school – Dept requirement 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP WILL BE OPEN ON THE FOLLOWING MONDAY FOR TERM 2: 

24th June 
3:30-4:00 p.m. 

 

Thank you for your attention to the above. 

 

The winner of the Grandparents day Raffle is Fiona Ensor.  Please contact the office to 
collect your prize. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST AID ROOM ROSTER 2019 

 

In order to keep our First Aid Room clean and tidy, we require volunteers to assist 

with this task.  We need approximately 40 families on our roster to ensure that 

every family only needs to do this once per year.   It is not time consuming and 

requires approximately 15 minutes of your time on a FRIDAY. 

 

The duties include: 

 

 Changing the sheets, pillow cases and re-making the bed with clean linen 

(all provided in the first aid room). 

 Washing and returning the clean linen for the following Friday. 

 Checking that the area is clean and tidy. 

 Wiping over the cupboards, bench tops and the sink.  

 Tidying the spare clothes cupboard if needed. 

 

We're using SignUp.com (the leading online SignUp and reminder tool) to organize 

our upcoming SignUps. 

 

Here's how it works in 3 easy steps: 

 

1) Click this link to see our SignUp on SignUp.com: http://signup.com/go/wGNyieA 

2) Review the options listed and choose the spot(s) you like. 

3) Sign up! It's Easy - you will NOT need to register an account or keep a 

password on SignUp.com. 

 

Note: SignUp.com does not share your email address with anyone. If you prefer 

not to use your email address, please contact me and I can sign you up manually. 

 

Thank you in anticipation. 

 

Tom Churchward        

First Aid Co-ordinator      



WPPS Canteen Volunteer Form  
Terms 1 & 2, 2019 

 
 
 
Our canteen would not be able to run without the wonderful support of parents, grandparents and 
friends of our school. 
 
We are calling for volunteers, whether you are an experienced hand or an eager learner. 
 
The canteen operates on Mondays and Fridays each week of term and you will be scheduled for 2 
shifts of 2½ hours each, for the term. OR any amount of time you can help. There is always a can-
teen co-ordinator present to oversee the smooth running of the day. If you would like to help more, 
please indicate this, as extra shifts are available. 
   
The canteen relies on volunteers to operate successfully; so please give this due consideration. 
 
School Council requires all volunteers to have: 
 

Current WWC (Working with Children Check) 
Signed acknowledgement of the WPPS ‘Child Safety Code of Conduct Form’ 
(available at the office or on the school website) 

 
Please print and complete the form below, and if necessary other required forms.  
Return as soon as possible. 
  
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 
Thank you for volunteering for Canteen 

 
If you are a returning volunteer and your details are unchanged, just fill in the top line! 

 
 
Name: __________________________________ Child/ren’s Class: ____________  
 
Mobile Phone Number: __________________ 
 
Email Address: _______________________________________ 
 
Preferred Day:                    Monday          Friday 
 

 
Preferred Shift:           10am – 12.30pm (Monday & Friday) 

11am – 1.30pm (Monday & Friday) 
12pm – 2.30pm (Monday & Friday) 

9am – 11.30am (Friday only) 
 
Any other information ___________________________________________ 



. 








