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DIARY DATES 
  

 

 

 

Term 2 
 

23nd April (Tuesday) to 28th June 

 

May 
 

25th Open Day 9am-11am 

27th NO ASSEMBLY  

27th Foundation Education Experience/ Incursion– Science 

28th Grandparents Day 9am– 11am 

       (Assembly 9.05am– 9.40am. Afterward: class visit) 

31st  Yr 5/6 Interschool Sport (away) 

 

June 

3rd   Yr 1 Education Experience/Excursion–  Como House  

4th   Yr 6 Education Experience/Incursion- Police Visit 

6th   Yr 5/6 Interschool Sport (away) 

7th   Yr  2  Education Experience/Excursion– Sovereign Hill 

10th Queens Birthday (No school) 

21st Yr 5/6 Interschool Sport (away) 

21st Yr 4 Education Experience/Excursion— Polly Woodside+  Cook’s    

Cottage 

27th Yr 5/6 Interschool Sport (away) 

28th Last Day of Term 2 (2.30pm Finish) 
 

 

 

 

 

   Curriculum Days (student free days) 

   Monday 15th July 

   Monday 4th November 

 

 

 

Newsletter No.   8 24th May 2019 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

From time to time staff may be absent from their classroom 

duties to participate in their own professional learning. At this 

point in time we have three teachers who are involved in Lead-

ing Literacy courses, learning about the best ways to teach and 

lead reading throughout the school. We have five teachers in-

volved in Science education with Deakin University- two dif-

ferent programs. Two teachers are involved with a network of 

schools for Respectful Relationships, promoting and modeling 

respect, positive attitudes and behaviours. 

Learning is a behaviour that continues for life. 

Many thanks to Mr Richard Abell, Mr Steve Donohue, Mr 

James Feather, Mrs Ainslie Peszynski and Mrs Philippa Statkus 

who have been involved in intensive professional learning 

throughout the year ‘Leading Professional Learning Communi-

ties’ culminating in a Pecha Kucha (new words for me too!) 

presentation to other inner eastern regional schools. The team 

did an absolutely outstanding presentation that was highly com-

mended by the Cambridge University Press facilitators. I was so 

very proud of them! 

I was equally proud of our 49 cross country participants at 

Ruffey Lake Park on Wednesday. The Ruffey Lake course is 

particularly challenging, the first 500 metres are uphill. So to be 

able to even complete the course is an achievement in itself. 

Congratulations to the thirteen students; Tiana B, Noah B, Ella 

B, Lucy C, Henry C, Natasha D, Eva L, Alice M, Sandra P, 

Jack P, Coby S, Samara S, and Olivia T who have qualified for 

the divisional event. 

This morning (Thursday) I popped into the gymnasium for a 

glimpse of the ‘Ridiculous Rhyme Show,’ that by all accounts 



was very entertaining and loud! This is in preparation for this year’s school production that will also be in rhyme- don’t 

tell Zelema I disclosed this information!  

See attached photos of today’s performance.  

At Wattle Park Primary we are extremely fortunate to have a dedicated team of Learning Assistants who provide indi-

vidual support to students in particular need. All of our Learning Assistants are also Level 2 first-aid trained. In the 

school environment there are always incidents that require first aid treatment, some minor others more complex. Tom, 

Jo, Deb, Caroline and Iris are vigilant in their approach and contact parents when necessary but also most importantly, 

seek expert advice when it is beyond their capability. They are not trained health professionals rather educational profes-

sionals who take on this extra responsibility because they have a strong sense of care for our students.  

The Health Department is warning that influenza has arrived early, with more cases this time of year compared to previ-

ous years. All staff have been encouraged to be immunised against influenza.  

Influenza vaccines are available and recommended for people 6 months of age and over.  

This week is Education Week! In celebration of Education Week we have an Open Day on Saturday morning from 9:00-

11:00 a.m. you are all most welcome to attend. Teachers have been working after school on creating impressive displays 

with a variety of students’ work and there are Devonshire Teas available in the staffroom! 

Tuesday morning there is a special assembly to welcome our Grandparent’s and special older friend’s day to school! 

With so many people on site it can become chaotic, especially with parking, but it is a wonderful way to showcase edu-

cation and how it is continually changing.  

A quick mention of NAPLAN. Steve Donohue along with our computer technician, Mark Hudson and the classroom 

teachers involved did an absolutely outstanding job ensuring that disruptions were minimised here at the school by their 

thorough organisation and immediate troubleshooting when problems arose.  Some students did experience technical 

glitches related to connectivity issues caused by inadequate bandwidth from the ACARA server. This caused some stu-

dents to lose either time or answers they had already completed. In most cases students were given extra time to compen-

sate. 

At Tuesday’s School Council meeting the motion was passed to refurbish the Farley Forum in the Year 3 & 4 area. This 

work is expected to begin shortly with minimal disruption with most of the work being completed in the next school 

holiday period. Now that’s exciting! 

 

Warm Regards  

Gayle 

 

 

 



DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY 2019 
 

 

  



RIDICULOUS RHYME SHOW  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

STUDENT ABSENCES AND COMPASS 

Dept regulation requires all families to inform the school of their child’s absence. Please use the Compass portal to record their ab-
sence, before 9am.  Without your prior notification of any absence, via Compass preferably, or a phone call to the office, you will re-
ceive a “please explain” phone call from the office.  Automated emails are sent out at 9.30am to all families with absent children. Tele-
phone calls will be made from 10.30 onwards. 

If you cannot log into Compass please contact the office for a password reset. 

 

CASH/CHEQUES TO THE OFFICE  

Please ensure any money brought to the school office is in a clearly named envelope: Child’s Name, Class, Payment description. 

 

SCHOOL HOURS   9am to 3.30pm 

Parents of late attendees must sign into the office and collect an authorised late slip before children can go to class. 

If you wish to collect your child early from school, parents/guardians must obtain an authorised early leave slip from the office, before 
collecting your child from class.   

 

VOLUNTEERS FOR 2019 

●  All new volunteers must sign a new Child Safe Code of conduct for  2019 – see the office 

●  The Working With Children Certificate must also be sighted by the office – before any volunteering can be undertaken at             
the school – Dept requirement 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP WILL BE OPEN ON THE FOLLOWING MONDAY FOR TERM 2: 

3rd June 
24th June 
3:30-4:00 p.m. 

 

Thank you for your attention to the above. 







  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
 

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Wattle Park Primary School is excited to 
be participating.  
 

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance 
of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to 
read a set number of books by 6 September 2019. 
 

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and 
teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 
 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian 
Premier and former Premiers. 
 

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian 
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc


 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST AID ROOM ROSTER 2019 

 

In order to keep our First Aid Room clean and tidy, we require volunteers to assist 

with this task.  We need approximately 40 families on our roster to ensure that 

every family only needs to do this once per year.   It is not time consuming and 

requires approximately 15 minutes of your time on a FRIDAY. 

 

The duties include: 

 

 Changing the sheets, pillow cases and re-making the bed with clean linen 

(all provided in the first aid room). 

 Washing and returning the clean linen for the following Friday. 

 Checking that the area is clean and tidy. 

 Wiping over the cupboards, bench tops and the sink.  

 Tidying the spare clothes cupboard if needed. 

 

We're using SignUp.com (the leading online SignUp and reminder tool) to organize 

our upcoming SignUps. 

 

Here's how it works in 3 easy steps: 

 

1) Click this link to see our SignUp on SignUp.com: http://signup.com/go/wGNyieA 

2) Review the options listed and choose the spot(s) you like. 

3) Sign up! It's Easy - you will NOT need to register an account or keep a 

password on SignUp.com. 

 

Note: SignUp.com does not share your email address with anyone. If you prefer 

not to use your email address, please contact me and I can sign you up manually. 

 

Thank you in anticipation. 

 

Tom Churchward        

First Aid Co-ordinator      



WPPS Canteen Volunteer Form  
Terms 1 & 2, 2019 

 
  

CANTEEN RE-OPENS MONDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 
 
 
Our canteen would not be able to run without the wonderful support of parents, grandparents and 
friends of our school. 
 
We are calling for volunteers, whether you are an experienced hand or an eager learner. 
 
The canteen operates on Mondays and Fridays each week of term and you will be scheduled for 2 
shifts of 2½ hours each, for the term. OR any amount of time you can help. There is always a can-
teen co-ordinator present to oversee the smooth running of the day. If you would like to help more, 
please indicate this, as extra shifts are available. 
   
The canteen relies on volunteers to operate successfully; so please give this due consideration. 
 
School Council requires all volunteers to have: 
 

Current WWC (Working with Children Check) 
Signed acknowledgement of the WPPS ‘Child Safety Code of Conduct Form’ 
(available at the office or on the school website) 

 
Please print and complete the form below, and if necessary other required forms.  
Return as soon as possible. 
  
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 
Thank you for volunteering for Canteen 

 
If you are a returning volunteer and your details are unchanged, just fill in the top line! 

 
 
Name: __________________________________ Child/ren’s Class: ____________  
 
Mobile Phone Number: __________________ 
 
Email Address: _______________________________________ 
 
Preferred Day:                    Monday          Friday 
 

 
Preferred Shift:           10am – 12.30pm (Monday & Friday) 

11am – 1.30pm (Monday & Friday) 
12pm – 2.30pm (Monday & Friday) 

9am – 11.30am (Friday only) 
 
Any other information ___________________________________________ 


