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DIARY DATES 
  

August 
 
25th  Wattle Park PS Parents Winter Warmer Event  
28th  Literacy & Numeracy Week 
28th Author/Illustrator Andrew Plant –whole school 
29th Year 5/6 Incursion Professor Bunsen 
29th  Fathers & Special Persons Day Stall   
31st   Whole school photos 
 
September 
 
4th—15th   Bike Ed commencing Year 5 
5th District Athletics students Years 4 to 6 
6th-8th Year 3/4 Camp 
7th  Hooptime  Years 5/6 
8th  Year 2 Excursion Imax– Museum 
12th Night of the Notables—6pm 
13th Soiree PAC 
14th RU OK Day 
14th Step Up To School 2018 Information Evening 6-
7pm 
14th Family Life Education Parent Forum Years 5&6 7-8pm 
18th –22nd  Year 5/6 camp 
22nd End of Term 3 Dress up in Jeans for Jeans For 
Genes  Day 
          Early Finish 2.30pm       Gold coin donation 

October 

9th Term 4 begins  

 
UNIFORM ORDERS  

 
Place order & payment through the school office, uni-
forms will be delivered to your child’s class when avail-
able. 
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From the Principal ……….. 
 

Dear Parents, 
What a success the House Athletics Carnival was on Wednes-
day! A huge thank you to Mr Aaron Hare (our substitute 
physical education teacher) and also Mr James Feather who 
organised the venue and events in a very short time frame. 
Appreciate the support of the Year 3 to 6 teachers and the 
parents who travelled to Knox Park Athletics Track. We were 
lucky to be able to have squeezed in the trials before the Dis-
trict Athletics Carnival on Tuesday 5th September. How fortu-
nate were we with the inclement weather coming after the 
school day! 
 
The school grounds are particularly muddy at this time of the 
year. Some days the top oval is out of bounds and the students 
need to find alternate activities to play. But it never ceases to 
amaze me how creative students can be with a puddle, sticks, 
leaves, a broken piece of plank and anything else they can add 
to their collection.  Sometimes it is the simple pleasures that 
are the most entertaining and enduring. 
 
I do grimace though when I see the state of some school uni-
forms which very clearly indicate the activities that students 
have been doing at recess and lunchtimes! But I can very 
much relate to the students as I can still remember the joy of 
making mud pies and sliding down muddy slopes on card-
board as a makeshift toboggan!  
 
On Tuesday night Mr James Feather as part of the STEM 
team invited along Patrick McKinnell  from JB HiFi to dis-
play and demonstrate the latest technological products to en-
hance the teaching of digital technologies across our school. 
It was totally new learning for me as I had never seen a Jimu 
robot (Interactive Building blocks Robotic Kit), a sphero, 
draw circuits, Chibi tronics and an Ubtech! I have included 
some photos so that if you are unfamiliar with them you too 
can learn along with your children. 
 



Our digital devices; IPads and Netbooks desperately need to be enhanced throughout the school as our current devices are past 
their use by date. So the STEM team along with the leadership team and ultimately the Education sub-committee and School 
Council will make a decision on what is the best way forward. Whether that is a Bring Your Own Device 1-to-1 learning pro-
gram for some classes or a combined school and parent funded program we’re not sure. Lots of research into the latest devices 
on offer, visiting other schools, seeking various opinions, professional reading and talking with the students are all being 
sought. 
 
It is worth noting that when conducting tours with prospective parents for 2018 and even beyond, parents are keen for schools 
to use electronic devices as a tool in a limited capacity. Many comment that they can struggle to distract their children off 
screens to other activities. Rest assured this doesn’t occur at Wattle Park! With a limited amount of shared devices students 
must complete their session time in order for others to use. 
 
Last week was certainly busy with many events- an inaugural ‘Shindig’ with choirs from Presbyterian Ladies College, St Ben-
edict’s Catholic School and Surrey Hills Primary School attending the school to share in a morning of singing. A special thank 
you to our Performing Arts teacher Mrs Zelema Levy who was the organiser and instigator of this event. It was a community 
event with local schools walking to the school to participate. Well done Zelema! 
 
Each year Mrs Kim Wheatley manages an absolutely tremendous Book Fair. It can be busier than Bourke Street! Watching 
students with their heads buried in a book, totally engrossed and oblivious to their surroundings is quite magical. This year’s 
Book Week Theme happens to be ‘Escape to Everywhere.’ 
 
The PFA’s Parent Winter Warmer Event has been sold out! The school appreciates the community supporting the tireless ef-
forts of Mrs Natasha Sinclair and Mrs Caroline Van West who do a wonderful job in scheduling fundraising events as well as 
social events for the school community. It’s sure to be a great night! 
 
If you have been randomly selected to complete the Parent Opinion Survey, the date has been extended to Sunday 3rd Septem-
ber. You are highly encouraged to complete the survey in order for the Department of Education to gather parental feedback 
data. 
 
Thank you one and all for remembering to wear a touch of yellow today in support of Daffodil Day. At this stage I’m not sure 
how much was collected to donate to the Cancer Council but I feel very proud to think that this has been a student led initiative 
for a number of years.  
 
And the message from our Staff Well-Being Team seems relevant- 
Gratitude- be happy with what you have. Empathy-be kind. Do kind things without the expectation of reward and be Mindful- 
be in the moment. Enjoy your day and the little things. 
 

Regards Gayle 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Visiting MP  Julia Banks 
 

Federal Member for Chisholm Julia Banks visited our school for Science Week and to be 
involved in a web conference with CSIRO scientists. 
Mrs Banks took a tour of the school and asked us lots of questions about our STEM curric-
ulum here at Wattle Park. 
Mrs Banks also questioned us on the initials for CSIRO and what it stood for:- 
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research. 
Julia was most impressed with our STEM curriculum. 
 
School Ambassadors  
Alia, Hugh, Helen and Jesse 
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Parent Opinion Survey 2017 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion 

Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted 

amongst a sample of randomly selected parents at each school.  

It is designed to assist our school in gaining an understanding of parents’ perception of school 

climate, student engagement and relationships with our parent community. Our school will use 

the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  

 

The survey will be conducted online by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd and only takes 15 minutes to 

complete. The survey can be accessed via desktop computer, laptop, tablet or mobile at any 

convenient time within the fieldwork period from Monday 7th August to Sunday 27th August.  

Approximately 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses 

to the survey are anonymous. 

The online survey is available in English, Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (Hakha) and Hindi. 

The survey results will be reported back to our school at the end of September 

 

For further information, please speak to you child’s teacher or visit: 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/perform

surveyparent.aspx 

 
 
             
   

 
 
 

Date extended to Sunday 3rd September 2017. 
Parents can submit completed online surveys 
until 11.59pm Sunday 3rd September 2017. 

 



 
 
WHOLE SCHOOL PHOTOS 
All families should have by now received an envelope for ordering the whole 
school photo, which will be on Friday, 31st August.  If you wish to purchase 
the photo, please return envelopes to the classroom teacher, or the office be-
fore Friday, 31st August. 
Extra envelopes are available at the office. 
Please ensure your child/ren are in full school uniform. 
 
 
 
 
REMEMBER SEPTEMBER 
 
From 1st September, hats must be worn when outside.  Please ensure your child/ren come to 
school with a clearly named hat.  Children will be required to play under cover if no hat is 
worn. 
 
 
 
STUDENT CONTACT DETAILS 
Please ensure the office has your latest contact details.  It is imperative we have the 
latest information on file. 
 
 
 





 



 

 

Wattlewood Studios 

Presents 

 The Birthday Bash 

Thursday 19th October 

7:00pm (students are required backstage at 6:30pm) 

Besen Centre, Mount Scopus 

We are now in full Production mode in Performing Arts. We are so fortunate to see the return of the 

very talented choreographers from Crazy Feet, led by Trish (Mother of Kaylee in 1C). Crazy Feet 

came and taught all of our classes their dances near the start of the term and I have been super 

impressed at how quickly everyone has picked up and remembered all their moves! 

Auditions for the acting aspect of the show occurred last term and rehearsals have been running 

since early August during play and lunch times. Well done to those students who were interested in 

auditioning and successful for this year’s show. 

Costume Notices 

BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR A COSTUME NOTICE COMING HOME SOON. COSTUMES ARE DUE AT 

SCHOOL BY FRIDAY 13TH OCTOBER (week 1, Term 4) FOR OUR WHOLE SCHOOL DRESS REHEARSAL 

ON TUESDAY 17TH OCTOBER. 

Thanks everyone! 

Zelema Levy 

Performing Arts  

 



WPPS Canteen Volunteer Form  

Terms 3 & 4, 2017  
 

Our canteen would not be able to run without the wonderful support of volunteer parents, 

friends and grandparents of our school. 

 

We are calling for volunteers, whether you are an experienced hand or an eager learner. 

 

School Council requires all volunteers to have: 

 

1. Current WWWC (Working with Children Check) 

2. Signed acknowledgement of the WPPS ‘Child Safety Code of Conduct Form’ 

(available at the office or on the school website) 

  

The canteen operates on Mondays and Fridays each week, and we will schedule you for 2 

shifts of 2½ hours each, for the term.  If you would like to help more, please indicate this, as 

extra shifts are available. 

   

All shifts will have a canteen co-ordinator present, who will co-ordinate and assist in the 

smooth running of the day. 

 

The canteen relies on volunteers to operate successfully; so please give this due 

consideration.  Then print and complete the form below and return to the office as soon as 

possible. 

 

Alternatively, fill in any available timeslots that you could help using the online canteen 

roster on SignUp.com using the following link: http://vols.pt/SvjTXR 

 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Thank you for volunteering for the Canteen for Terms 3 & 4 

 

Name: __________________________________ Child/ren’s Class: ____________  

 

Mobile Phone Number: __________________ 

 

Email Address: _______________________________________ 

 

Preferred Day:                    Monday          Friday 

(please circle) 

Preferred Shift:           10am – 12.30pm (Monday & Friday) 

11am – 1.30pm (Monday & Friday) 

12pm – 2.30pm (Monday & Friday) 

9am – 11.30am (Friday only) 

 

Any other information ____________________________________________ 



 

 

 FIRST AID ROOM ROSTER 2017 

 

In order to keep our First Aid Room clean and tidy, we require vol-

unteers to assist with this task.  We need approximately 40 families 

on our roster to ensure that every family only needs to do this once 

per year.   It is not time consuming and requires approximately 15 

minutes of your time on a FRIDAY. 

 

The duties include: 

 

Changing the sheets, pillow cases and re-making the bed with 

clean linen (all provided in the first aid room). 
Washing and returning the clean linen for the following Friday. 
Checking that the area is clean and tidy. 
Wiping over the cupboards, bench tops and the sink. 
Tidying the spare clothes cupboard if needed. 

 
This year we're using VolunteerSpot to organise the parent roster.  

Here's how it works in 2 easy steps: 

 

1) Copy/type the following link into a browser to sign up and the fol-

lowing page will appear: http://signup.com/go/nhzbpS 

 

2) Enter your email address; select the date that you would like to 

volunteer and then Sign Up! It's Easy - you will NOT need to register 

an account or keep a password on VolunteerSpot.   

 

Note: SignUp.com does not share your email address with anyone. 

If you prefer not to use your email address, please contact me and I 

can sign you up manually. 

 

Thank you in anticipation. 

 

Tom Churchward        

First Aid Co-ordinator     

http://signup.com/go/nhzbpS


 
 
  



 
  


