
Phillip Island Camp 
 
What a great Camp it was! The 
students enjoyed many outdoor 
activities and excursions. These 

included challenging them-
selves on the Giant Swing, 
Flying Fox,  
orienteering, archery,  mini 
golf, A Maze ‘N’ Things, 
Penguin Parade and canoe-
ing.  

 

   Term 4 Dates To Remember 

 

November 2nd School Disco Neon 
Theme Years 3 – 6 5:30—6:30pm 

November 6th Curriculum Day No 
Students at school 

November 7th Melbourne Cup public 
holiday 

November 15th Year 4 Botanical gar-
dens excursion 

November 10th Remembrance Day 

November 30th Music World Concert 

December 13th Christmas Carols  

December 14th—21st Whole school 
swimming program 

December 22nd end of tem 4 1:30pm 
finish free dress day 

 

 

 
  

Middle School Teachers 
 

Year 3:  

Melinda Downes 

Sam Teng 

Tarryn Robertson 
 

Year 4:  

Dan Watts (Team Leader) 

Vicki Phillips 
 

Feel free to pop in before 8.45am 
or after school if you need a 
quick word with your child’s 
teacher. If you require a 
longer conversation, please 
make an appointment so that 
any issues can be discussed 
thoroughly. 

 

 

 

Dear Parents & Carers 

Welcome to Term 4. Can you believe it? We are in the final term 
of the school year! This term is packed full of excitement.  Pro-
duction, swimming program, the Christmas carol concert and 
much more!  We have had some new children and families join at 
the end of last term and this term. Look out for them and make 
them feel welcome. Take a look at the calendar of important 
dates at the bottom. Have a great term! 

10 weeks to go and your last chance to volunteer for the 
year! 
Years 3 & 4 are involved in the Stephanie Alexan-
der Kitchen Garden Program in a weekly garden 
and kitchen session. We must have 3 volunteers 
per session for the kitchen program to operate 
and 2 in the garden. The volunteers work with 
small groups of students helping with the tasks. 

This ensures greater enjoyment, improves learning experiences and pro-
vides a safe learning environment. It is best if volunteers can commit 
weekly but if you can only spare a few weeks that is still greatly appreciat-
ed. It is a wonderful learning experience for all and we recommend you 
consider the time to become involved if you can. So, if you can spare some 
time on a Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday to assist in either the kitchen 
or garden, sign up online by following the link  below : 

SignUp.com: http://signup.com/go/gUaGeR  

 

Volunteers  

Always needed 
so please sign 

up! 

Newsletter also available for 
viewing on the WPPS website. 

http://signup.com/
http://signup.com/go/gUaGeR


 

 

 

 

 

Homework 
Each week students will contin-
ue to complete a range of activ-
ities from the homework grid. 
They complete them in their 
homework book. These tasks 
can be organised in a way you 
feel will help your child com-
plete them over the course of a 
week. Your child will be encour-
aged to plan their activities us-
ing their diaries.  
Note: Homework is issued on 
Mondays. The grid is to be 
signed by parents and returned 
the following Monday. 

 
 
SCIENCE 
Year 3: Primary Connections: ‘Heating Up’ 
This topic is about things that make or use different kinds of 
energy. Students will earn about different forms of energy, 
including heat, light, sound, movement, and electrical energy. 
Energy can be converted from one form to other forms 
through a number of different processes. Students will also 
learn about magnets and magnetic materials. 
 

Year 4: Primary Connections: ‘Beneath Our Feet’ 
This topis is about the features on the surface of the 
earth. Earth’s surface changes over time as a result of 
natural processes and human activity. Students will 
learn about different types of rocks and how they are 
formed. They will study different types of rocks and soil 
and learn about processes of weathering and erosion. 
 

 
HISTORY 
Year 4: Early Contacts: Early European and Asian People’s 
contact with Australia 
This topic will investigate the nature of contact between Abo-
riginal people and Torres Strait Islander peoples with European 
and Asian people and the effects of these interactions on fami-
lies and the environment . This will include the comparison of 
ideas of land ownership of Europeans and Aboriginal people 
and the impact of British colonisation on the environment. 

Literacy 
Reading: Our reading program is designed 
around daily rotation activities where stu-
dents develop their reading fluency, word 
recognition and comprehension skills. The 
‘Reader’s Notebook’ program, uses illustrated 
books from authors such as Colin Thompson, Chris 
Van Allsburg, Anthony Browne, Gary Crew, Jeannie 
Baker, Jackie French and many more children’s au-
thors, including indigenous authors. Students are 
encouraged to make connections with the ideas 
raised in the books and their own experiences, 
share their ideas and make inferences from the text 
and illustrations. Students will  focus on developing 
‘better questions’ and deriving greater meaning 
from the books e.g. thinking about what the text 
says (literal); what the text means (inferential) and 
what the text tells us about our world (evaluative). 
Students will further develop their roles in Litera-
ture Circles with the aim of extending the length of 
the discussions and deepening the thinking in the 
group through the sharing of ideas. Our ‘Stamina 
Reading’ program teaches a procedure for inde-
pendent reading and supports students to read for 
an extended time with increased attention. 

Writing: Our writing program allows 
students to develop their own ideas 
and write about subjects that interest 
them in a range of genres. The 
‘Writer’s Notebook’ program  
encourages students to develop a 

‘seed’ from a stimulating picture or arte-
fact , think deeply below the surface level 
of that image and consider the rich vocabu-
lary it suggests and what they think, feel 
and wonder about in response to it. These 
provide ideas for writing; a narrative, a per-
suasive argument or an information report 
etc. Writing structures will be explicitly 
taught, modelled and practised. Students 
will continue to complete their individual 
weekly journal. 
Spelling: Strategies will be investigated in 
spelling lessons, focussing on phonetic 
awareness, visual and edit their writing for 
the correct grammar, punctuation and 
spelling and make daily use of a dictionary 
and thesaurus. 

Student Diary 

Students will continue to make full 
use of their diaries  for daily corre-
spondence between home and 

school, the recording of homework tasks and noting 
events at school and in their home life. The diary also 
serves as a record of your child’s home and school read-
ing. The children must record daily what they have read 
at home with the page numbers and have it signed by a 
parent/carer. Your child will be given 15 minutes silent 
personal ‘stamina’ reading time per day at school when 
they will also record their reading . Please remember to 
sign your child’s diary every week. You can write your 
own comments and any notes for the teacher’s atten-
tion too. 

 
Reminder from the Library:   
Each child requires a bag for borrowing. 

Integrated Curriculum 
Numeracy 

Our Mathematics program utilises a 
range of strategies to improve stu-
dents’ understanding of mathematical 
concepts. Students use hands-on mate-
rials such as counters, dice, MAB, frac-
tion pieces, clocks etc. to enhance their 
learning. ICT is used such as weekly 
‘Mathletics’ tasks and online activities 
using our interactive whiteboards 
where students are able to manipulate 
and demonstrate their understandings. 
We also target ‘real life’ skills where 
students can understand  and explain 
the purpose and importance of Mathe-
matics in their lives and be able to ap-
ply a range of concepts to understand 
what they encounter on a daily basis. 
The program will address the areas of : 
Number & Algebra; Statistics & Proba-
bility & Measurement & Geometry.  


