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DIARY DATES 
  

 June 
5th 11.30-1.30 Senior Choir, Boite School Chorus combined 

rehearsal at Melbourne Girls’ College Yarra Boulevard, Rich-
mond 

9th  Music World Concert 7pm in PAC 
10th Years 5/6 Interschool Sport WPPS 
13th  Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
21st Year 3 Excursion Royal Botanical Gardens 
24th  Last day Term 2. 2.30pm finish free dress 
  
July 
11th First Day of Term 3 Curriculum Day No Students 
12th First day back Term 3 for Students 
19th Hooptime Years 5-6 MSAC 
29th Coach Approach Years 3-6 Athletics Expo 
31st 11.30-1.30 Senior Choir, Boite School Chorus combined 

rehearsal at Melbourne Girls’ College Yarra Boulevard, Rich-
mond 

 
August 
3rd 1.00pm Senior Choir, Boite School Chorus Final Performance 

at Melbourne Town Hall, Swantson St, Melbourne   

8-10th Book Fair 
8th Standardised House Athletics 
17th Tony Bones incursion 
24-26th Years 3/4 Camp 
26th Daffodil Day 
30th Father’s  & Special Person’s Day Stall 
 
September 
1st  Whole School and Graduation Photos 
8th School Disco 
8th  District Athletics 
8th  Step Up Information Night Foundation 2017 
15thYear 5 Incursion Colonial Show 
16th Last day Term 3 2.30pm finish. Free dress 
  

UNIFORM SHOP OPEN: 
MONDAYS AFTER THE AFTERNOON  
ASSEMBLY & WEDNESDAYS 8.30-9.30am 
 
For all Uniform Enquiries:  wpps.uniform@gmail.com 
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From the Principal ……….. 
Dear Parents, 

If you happen to be around the school you may have noticed 

that we have two new staff members who have joined us. One 

will be very familiar to some of you. Mrs Michelle Wridg-

way, our previous uniform shop manager has joined us as our 

library technician. Michelle has already commenced at the 

school and works here on a Friday. 

 

Ms Monika Sztendur is the successful applicant for the re-

cently advertised reading intervention position.  If you see 

Michelle or Monika please welcome them both to the school. 

Wattle Park Primary School is indeed fortunate to have such 

high calibre staff join the community. 

 

During the school year, your child’s classroom teacher may 

be absent. This may be due to ill health or the  staff member 

is attending professional development opportunities that are 

only conducted during school hours. It is imperative due to 

the changing face of education reforms that staff is up to date 

on latest research and changing legislation. 

 

Mr Watts and I recently attended a briefing session on ‘Child 

Safe Standards’- Managing the Risk of child abuse in schools 

as a result of the new Ministerial Order No. 870. Mr Feather 

and Mr Abell are attending ‘Bike Education’ training for two 

days in order to be able to conduct bike education classes. 

The leadership team including Mr Steve Donohue, Dr Karl 

Jenkinson, Mr Daniel Watts, Mrs Ainslie Peszynski , Ms Pia 

Chadwick and Mrs Zelema Levy are involved in a Bastow 

course ‘Creating a High Performance Culture’ that requires 

them to attend workshops and visit other schools.  

Most of the follow- up or homework is completed out of 

school hours. Just last week, the leadership team were in-

volved in an after school webinar with other state government  

 



primary and secondary schools where we shared our change initiatives and subsequent project.  

But of course, attending workshops or professional development days means students are without their dedicated classroom 

teacher. Although not an ideal situation, the students do adapt quickly to a different teacher. Teachers are required to leave a 

‘work program’ that outlines the day’s routines and learning schedule in order for the casual relief teacher to teach as per usual. 

The school is very fortunate to have a bank of highly skilled casual relief teachers who know the students by name, are familiar 

with the school’s procedures and processes and view their role as an educator committed to the teaching and learning of stu-

dents. The school thanks them all most sincerely. 

 

At assembly this week Dr Gu presented students in Year 3 to Year 6 with trophies and medallions for the recent Language Per-

fect challenge. Dr Gu has been able to maintain the tradition of Wattle Park Primary School coming 1st in Victoria for Chinese 

Language (out of 172 schools), 8th overall in Victoria (out of 212 schools), 21st overall in Australia (out of 761 schools) and 

38th overall in the World (out of 1111 schools). There is an attachment included in this newsletter of the winning students 

from each year level. 

 

I would especially like to acknowledge the Bodna family who have each year taken on a personal challenge to beat their own 

personal scores in Language Perfect and achieve formidable results. Allegra, Estelle and now Otis have been great competitors.  

It is the collective result of all students however  who ensure that we are the winning school in Victoria. Everyone’s effort and 

commitment counts. So thank you to all of the students and teachers who participated.  

 

One last reminder. Running club is conducted on a Tuesday, Thursday and Friday morning at 8.15a.m.  Mr James Feather our 

physical education teacher supervises and participates on a Tuesday and Thursday and Mr Watts on a Friday morning. It is 

wonderful to see some of our Foundation students join us- they may only complete one lap and then organise a colouring-in 

club for the remainder of the time but they do compete! The mornings are chilly but it is a great way to start the day and we 

have been so lucky to have had sunshine. 

 

The winter solstice is fast approaching - June 21st but after that daylight will become longer. Then Summer and before you 

know it, another year has gone! 

 

Enjoy your weekend 

 

Regards Gayle 

         Monika  Sztendur       Michelle Wridgway 

 

 

 

                                       

  
 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

Notices Gone home since the ‘Wattle’ 

 Fete Newsletter #1 

 Lice letters to affected classes 



 

Kitchen Volunteers Needed! 

SAKGP Volunteers Needed!  

 

Dear parents and caregivers, 
 
Wattle Park proudly runs the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen and Garden Program in years 3 and 4, and we 
are in need of regular volunteers for our Tuesday morning session. Garden sessions begin at 9.15am 
and Kitchen sessions begin at 10am. Kitchen classes run for 1.5 hours and the garden sessions are 45 
minutes in duration.   
 
If you are available Tuesdays for either or both session, 9.15 am - 1.30 pm, and have a current Working 
with Children's Check we would love to hear from you. We greatly value all help offered by parents and 
caregivers and understand that without that assistance, the SAKGP program may not be offered to stu-
dents. 
 
If you would like to volunteer, contact your class room teacher. 
Kind regards, 
  
Year 3 teachers 
Mel Downes, Katie Hardy, Annabelle Sizeland and Julie Gledhill.  
  
Gayle Cope  Steve Donohue 







Parents and Friends Association (PFA) News 
 

 
Caroline Van West (left) & Tash Sinclair (right) 

 

 

Dear WPPS Families, 

 

The Burwood Village Cake Stall was held on Saturday 30th April, coordinated by Meaghan Courtney and Karen 

Stanaway.  Once again, the WPPS community baked up a storm and there was enough stock to take us to the finish 

time of 3pm.  The Mother’s Day Raffle was also coupled with this event and was also a great success.  Both events 

raised over $1,700.  Congratulations to all of the lucky winners. 

 

Mother’s and Special Person’s Stall was held on Tuesday 3rd May, coordinated by Alison Ross and Kelly Bullen.  

Different suppliers with a various range of gifts were available for the children to purchase.  This a very much loved 

event by the children and the gifts were well received to the Mothers and Special People! We suspect some children 

even went back to purchase something for themselves!  This fundraiser added just over $200 to the WPPS PFA target. 

 

It’s hard to believe there are only 4 weeks left in Term 2.  Behind the scenes the PFA are busy working on a number 

of ongoing activities including the Entertainment Book fundraiser, Mango Fundraiser and Xmas Cards Fundraiser.  

 

In addition, we have the following dates for your calendar for Term 3 and 4 fundraisers. 

 

Term 3  
Fathers and Special Persons Stall: Tuesday 30th August 

Kid’s Disco (F-2, 3-6): Thursday 8th September 

 

Term 4 

Fun Run: October (Date TBC) 

Fathers Event: October (Date TBC) 

Ladies Oaks Day: Thursday 3rd November 

WPPS Twilight Fete: Saturday 26th November 

 

We also always welcome as many hands on deck as possible and welcome new faces and helpers who can give a lot or 

a little.   

 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 7th June at Caroline’s home at 8pm.  Please email vanwest@optusnet.com.au or txt/

call 0412-182-226 for details if you would like to attend.   

 

We would love to see some new faces at our next meeting (and to see the old ones too!). 

 

 

Cheers, 

T & C 

 
Tash Sinclair  Caroline Van West 

Mum to Rory 5C & Hamish 3S Mum to Will 5J, Tom 3S & Tillie FH 

P: 0412-153-652 P: 0412-182-226 

E: natasha.sinclair@bigpond.com E: vanwest@optusnet.com.au 

mailto:vanwest@optusnet.com.au
mailto:natasha.sinclair@bigpond.com
mailto:natasha.sinclair@bigpond.com


 

FOUNDATION  2017 ENROLMENTS   

 

It is that time of year when schools are preparing for the following year and 

student numbers are critical to the school’s staffing structure. 

  

Could you please complete the required Student Admission Enrolment Form if 

you intend enrolling your child at Wattle Park Primary School in 2017. This 

form is available from the office or on the school’s website. It can be forwarded 

by mail if requested.  

 

If you are aware of any families who may live near you and have not enrolled, 

please encourage them to put in their enrolment forms as soon as possible. 

 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.  





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It has been a great week at Wattle Park OSHC. Our theme for this week was ‘Natural Disasters’, an 
idea suggested by the children. Throughout the week, we learned about tornadoes and cyclones, vol-
canoes, earthquakes, tsunamis, floods, bushfires, thunderstorms and avalanches. It was great to see 
the older children explaining these phenomena to the younger children. Hazel Bangay and Jack Le 
Vagueresse had an especially impressive knowledge of natural disasters, teaching other children what 
they were and why they occurred. Thanks for sharing your knowledge, guys!  
 
All of our craft activities this week were based around natural disasters. We made tornadoes out of 
cotton stuffing, fire out of cellophane, thunderstorms out of paper and avalanches out of cotton wool 
balls. The children painted tsunamis by mixing different shades of blue and applying them to the pa-
per in beautiful swirling shapes. They also painted volcanoes, using straws to blow the paint in differ-
ent directions. All of the children’s artwork looked fantastic!  
 
Throughout the week, the children were also provided with some fun problem solving activities about 
natural disasters. On Monday, they were challenged to make a flood-proof house. For this task, the 
children divided into groups and chose any materials they thought would be helpful from the craft 
cupboard. We tested if the houses were flood-proof by placing them in the sink and turning the tap 
on. The groups that were successful won a prize! 
 
On Wednesday, the children were provided with a similar problem-solving activity. They were chal-
lenged to make an earthquake-proof house. To make this challenge even more difficult, they were 
only allowed to use icy-pole sticks and half a strip of blu-tac. We tested if the houses were earthquake
-proof by putting the houses on a table and rocking them back and forth as though the ground was 
quaking. The children absolutely loved this activity. Many of the kids commented that they also loved 
the challenge.  
 
On Tuesday, we did a science experiment designed to mimic the appearance of a natural disaster! We 
combined vinegar, baking soda and red food colouring together to mimic the effect of a volcano 
erupting! Everyone got to have a turn at making their own volcanic eruption. The kids had lots of fun 
seeing the volcano froth and explode.  
 



Friday is our cooking afternoon at after school care. This week we made honey joys. The kids loved being 
involved in the cooking process and enjoyed eating the tasty treats.  
 
As always, we encourage the children to play outside and get active at before and afterschool care. The 
most popular outdoor games this week have been football, soccer, down-ball and playing on the play-
ground.  
 
All of the staff at Camp Australia have been so proud of the kids this week and look forward to spending 
more time with them next week!  
 
From Georgia and the rest of the team at Camp Australia  
 

Update about the ‘Better Buddies Program’ 
 
The ‘Better Buddies’ program that was implemented at OSHC last week is absolutely thriving. It has success-
fully motivated the kids to behave in a more caring and respectful way and has created an extremely posi-
tive environment at the service.  
 
Congratulations to Liam Borchard and Lauren Brunacci who were awarded as ‘Better Buddies’ Leaders this 
week. You both continually demonstrate actions that are caring, friendly, inclusive, respectful and sharing 
and you are both great role models to your peers. Congratulations also to Zach Kaufman and Dom Mifsud 
who won the ‘Better Buddies’ prize! Well done, guys  





 

 




