22nd December 2017

Noticeboard

Principal’s Message
We have come to the end of another fantastic year of learning, growth and community involvement at
Wattle Park Primary. I would like to acknowledge all staff for their commitment, care and support of our
students throughout the year. Our staff consistently go above and beyond the scope and expectations of
their job description to ensure that our students receive a quality education that is characterised by high
classroom expectations and a wide range of engaging activities and opportunities. This commitment
should never be underestimated nor taken for granted and I know that many parents have expressed their
appreciation for the efforts of our staff. To all our teachers, education support staff and learning assistants,
have a very well-earned rest – I know that you will return for another exciting year in 2018.
Thank-you also to our parent and broader community for all that you do to support our students, teachers
and educational programs. We are very fortunate to work in a supportive community where family values
and expectations are high and the quality of the students we work with on a daily basis is a direct reflection
of their home environments. To those families departing Wattle Park for the final time; Bangay, Carter,
Christakakis, Goarin, Gosper, Halastanis, Henderson/Miller,Holland, Kaufman, Kennedy, Keradimis, King,
Ollerenshaw, Papo, Parr, Peng, Pokharel, Rath, Ross, Telios, Von Bergheim, West, Zhao some after an
association of up to 16 years, we thank you sincerely for your support and contribution and wish you every
happiness for the future.
Of course, thank-you to our wonderful students. Although our job has its occasional challenges, the
privilege of working with our students and seeing them grow is incredibly rewarding and I would like to
acknowledge our students for their efforts and achievements and thank them for their outstanding
personal qualities and attributes.
On Monday evening, we celebrated with our Year 6 students at their Graduation Dinner and Ceremony at
the school. It is unquestionably one of the highlights of the school year and is was a delight to share a meal
with the students before the formalities commenced. The students looked amazing – they are encouraged
to dress up but not to go ‘over the top’ and we are always appreciative that our parent community respects
and shares our expectations in this area. We were also fortunate to have outstanding guest speakers, Mrs.
Julia Banks, Member for Chisholm and Cameron Close resident Mr. Will Bishop. This Year’s 6 cohort have
been an outstanding and talented group, it has been a privilege to share their seven years at Wattle Park
and to see them grow into quality young people ready to take the next big step in their educational journey.
Recipients of the Nick Farley Citizenship Award were Samantha C and Soul M. Gemma B was awarded the
Sally Benson Humanitarian Honour. We wish every one of our fifty-one Year 6 students a very happy and
successful future and look forward to hearing of their achievements and accomplishments in the years to
come.
We also bid farewell to a number of students at other year levels who are departing Wattle Park at the end
of the year. We thank them for their contribution and wish them well for the future.
For staff leaving; We wish Mrs. Vicki Phillips all the very best as she takes 12 months leave filling her days
with overseas travel, walks and escapades though Melbourne, shopping, long lunches and whatever else
she may choose. Ms. Nicole Woortman is spending a year in the Northern Territory to be closer to her
partner and teaching at a new Haileybury College campus.

Mrs. Shuoyin Tu is welcoming a new addition to the family, a baby girl due in February. Mrs. Michelle
Wridgway who is our library technician (many would remember Michelle as our ‘past uniform lady’)
is extending her teaching days to five at Heathmont Primary School.
We farewell Mr Hadyn Thompson who is the successful appointment to Boronia Heights Primary School.
We wish Hadyn all the very best for his future career in education and thank him sincerely for the past
two years and one term.

And last of all our extra special learning assistant Ryan Guillant has been appointed as a media
teacher to Grovedale Secondary College in Geelong.
They will be sincerely missed.
All parents should now have received a copy of their child’s Semester Two report via the Compass
Parent Portal and hard copy on Thursday. If you were unable to access the report, please contact the
office for assistance. We encourage you to focus on the growth that your child has made over the past
12 months and to discuss the report with your child.
The 2018 school year commences for all students on Tuesday January 30th. Staff resume on January
29th.
Steve Donohue, assistant principal and I take this opportunity to thank all members of the Wattle
Park community for another wonderful year. However you celebrate the Christmas season, I hope
that it is a special time with family and friends. My very best wishes to all for a safe and happy festive
season and a wonderful New Year in 2018.
Warm regards Gayle

Bunnings BBQ
Our first PFA fundraiser for the year will be the Bunnings Box Hill BBQ on Sunday 4th February. We
are looking for a coordinator and also parents to assist on the day. Please contact Caroline van
West on vanwest@optusnet.com.au if you can help.

Volunteer Sign Up

http://signup.com/go/qMcGzVK

WHAT’S COMING UP?
January 2018
Start Term 1 Tuesday 30th January—whole
school
Wednesday 31st January – No Foundation
Students
Curriculum Days 2018
Monday 29th January– First day Term 1
Monday 16rd April – First day Term 2
Monday 16th July – First day Term 3
Monday 5th November- Term 4

