
225 Warrigal Road, Burwood            Principal: Ms Gayle Cope       Tel: 9808 2165      Fax: 9888 7239 

Email: wattle.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au     Website:  www.wattleparkps.vic.edu.au 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
DIARY DATES 

  

 
NOVEMBER 
24th  School Council 7.30pm 
25th Teddy Bear Maths Night 
         Foundation Fire Brigade 
27th Year 2 Incursion Life Cycles 
30th  Year 1 Incursion Hands on Science 
  

DECEMBER 
2nd Music World End of Year Concert 
4th Year 3 Incursion Hands on Science 
7th, 8th, 9th  Foundation Transition Mornings 
7th —16th Whole school swimming begins 
7th Year 2 Pizza Day 
8th Transition Day for Year 6’s  
8th Year 2 Pizza Night 
8th  School Council 
9th Year 2 Pizza Night 
10th Carols Night 
14th Year 6 Graduation 
16th Year 6 Fun Fields 
17th Class Parties 
18th End of School Year. 1.30pm Finish Free Dress Day 
 

JANUARY 2016 
28th    First day of school for all students  
 
 

UNIFORM SHOP OPEN: 
MONDAYS AFTER THE AFTERNOON  
ASSEMBLY & WEDNESDAYS 8.30-9.30am 
 

For all Uniform Enquiries:  wpps.uniform@gmail.com 

Newsletter No.  18  20th November  2015   

 

 

 

 

From the Principal ……….. 
Dear Parents, 

As you can imagine, planning for the 2016 school year is well 

under away. November and December are the two busiest 

months of the year in terms of organising student and staff 

placements. It’s also the time when the School Council’s  

Finance sub-committee sit down and go through all of the 

budget information. 

 

 It is an arduous task as it relies not only on department funds 

based on our enrolment numbers but also the parent          

contributions, some of which are considered essential, some 

optional and some voluntary. The school bulk buys all of the 

student resources now in December so that we can purchase 

them at a discounted rate.  The school’s philosophy in terms 

of ICT devices is that the school will provide them for      

students to use as a tool throughout the day, sometimes     

individually, in other teaching sessions as part of a group. 

Without parent contributions we would not have the number 

or range of devices that we currently utilise. In fact, without 

parent contributions we would not have the quality of       

educational programs that we have to offer across the school. 

 

I am forever grateful for the expertise of the members of the 

Finance Committee; parent volunteers, Mrs Jo Holland and 

Mr Tim Humphries and school Business Manager Mrs Robyn 

Hunter who along with me and the support of the School 

Council determine what is an appropriate school levy for   

families to contribute to the provision of an excellent educa-

tion for all children at Wattle Park Primary.  Costs for the 

2016 school year will be announced in a newsletter before the 

end of the year with payment expected at the commencement 

of the 2016 school year in March. 

 

On Monday at assembly Renee C 6R, one of our Year 6    

Music Leaders and an accomplished musician, played the 



French National Anthem- La Marseillaise. The events in Paris last weekend were dreadful and our thoughts and wishes are 

with France and their people. Teacher and parental advice was provided by the Victorian Education Department as to how best 

to deal with children’s questions and emotions at this time. Please see the attachment to this newsletter which was prepared by 

the Emergency Management Division of the Department of Education and Training.  

 

Today I have conducted two Year 6 Focus groups with a selection of students who have told me in their opinion, ‘What makes 

a good teacher’ and ‘What makes a good lesson’. I ask most of the initial questions and then as the students gain confidence 

they are able to make their own comments. This process is a highly valued component of what we call ‘student voice’ where 

the students actually have a say about the school rather than teaching staff! 

 

 I am always most impressed with the students’ maturity, their ability to verbalise their thoughts in an articulate manner and 

their honesty.  The students’ opinions remain confidential. Once again this year I was not disappointed. Suggestions for im-

provement are certainly taken on board and implemented where possible.  I must admit I do burst with pride when I have com-

pleted the sessions to know that in some way the teachers and I have been a part of their educational journey and do feel emo-

tional as the time approaches to say goodbye. They are delightful people and I have every confidence in them that they will 

contribute as positive and valued citizens.  

 

It’s the last ‘Step Up To School’ afternoon session for our 2016 Foundation students. A morning of school is planned for them 

during our swimming program where they will meet with their teacher for next year along with their allocated class. 

 Please keep a look out for this year’s swimming program notices. They will be distributed next week.  

These last few weeks are my favourite part of the year, as you reflect on what was achieved and how to improve for the next 

year. After that exhaustion sets in and you recuperate over the holidays to do it all again but never quite in the same way! 

 

Regards Gayle 

 

 

 
                     

  
 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Notices/flyers this week: 

Lice notices to affected classes 



 
Advice for Parents  
 

 It is wise for you to monitor your child’s exposure to television coverage, print media and so-
cial media. 
  

 Some children and young people will want to talk about the tragic events and try to make 
sense of what they have both seen and heard. 

 
 Other children will avoid any discussion around the events and will be reassured by routine 

and normality. 
 

 Remember the importance of routine, sleep, exercise and healthy eating.  
 
There is a range of things you can do to assist your child during events such as this, including:  
 

 Acknowledge that the event was distressing  
 

 Reassure children that they are safe 

 

 Look for signs of distress (e.g. some children/young people might be scared) 

 

 Normalise  responses - typical response will range from anger to general upset or sadness 
 

 Maintain a normal routine - keeping the structure at home or at school in place 

 

 Allow children to express feelings as they arise  

 

 Telling stories about how people manage during difficult times can be helpful. 

 

 Separate fact from fiction e.g. children may express fears about unrelated events. 
 

 Plan relaxing activities before bed – talk your child through a gentle relaxation, this might in-
clude using soothing music and talking them through relaxing tension in their body or simply 
reading something to them that induces relaxation (i.e. a favourite book).  

 

 Speak in hopeful terms – children and young people will often take their cues from their par-
ents' reactions; if you are honest, calm, compassionate and open they will be much more 
able to trust that they will be okay. 

 

 Always remember the value of doing something with children that they like to do such as 
playing, exercising, being outdoors - have a time during your day to share time with your 
child.   

 

 



 

Student Enrolments and Exits    
 

We are well underway in planning for facilities and staffing for 2016.  All planning is based on our student 

enrolment and exit numbers and we urge parents to complete an enrolment or exit form (see below) as soon as 

possible. Enrolment forms can be obtained from our website or from the office.  

 

Exit Intentions for 2016 

 

I wish to advise that my child/children as listed below, will not be returning to WPPS in 2016.  

 

Name: __________________________________________________________________  

 

Current Home Group ___________________ Year level: ________________  

 

Name: __________________________________________________________________  

 

Current Home Group: ____________________ Year level: _______________  

 

Signed: _________________________________  

 

Date: ___________________________  

 

Reason: We would very much appreciate your comments/feedback to assist with future planning.  

  

  Moving house  

 

  Family moving suburb/interstate/overseas  

 

  Transferring to an  independent school  The School is ____________________________ 

 

 Transferring to public  school    The School is _______________________________ 

 

  School does not adequately cater to the needs of my child/children  

 

  Other  

 

 

I am happy for a member of the school community to make contact with me:        Yes      No  

 

PLEASE  RETURN TO THE SCHOOL OFFICE ASAP  

 

Cookbooks 
 
There are some remaining cookbooks available at the office.  Please come and check one out when you 
are next at School. 
 
 Great Year 6 Graduation Gift 
 Great Summer Planting Guide  
 Great Resource for Kitchen and Garden Students in Grades 3 & 4 in 2016. 
 Great Yearbook for all the students to remember 2015 at WPPS 
 Great Christmas Gift Idea 
 
Support the school as all money raised goes directly back into your school.  $25.00 each. 









Community Announcements 





 








