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DIARY DATES 

  

 
May  
20th  Years 5/6 Interschool Sport Wattle Park 
21st  Open Day 9am – 11am 
25th Selected students for Matilda  returning 4.40pm 
25th District Cross Country Years 3-6 Westerfolds Park 
27th   Years 5/6 Interschool Sport Wattle Park 
27

th
  Walk to School 

31
st
 ICAS Science 

  
June 
1st  Year 4 Robotics Incursion 
2

nd
  Division Cross Country 

3rd  Years 5/6 Interschool Sport  Kerrimuir PS 
9th Music World Concert 7pm in PAC 
10

th
 Years 5/6 Interschool Sport WPPS 

13
th
  Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

24th  Last Day Term 2. 2.30pm finish free dress 
  

July 
11

th
 Curriculum Day 

12
th
 First day back Term 3 

19th Hooptime Years 5-6 MSAC 

29
th
 Coach Approach Years 3-6 Athletics Expo 

 
 

UNIFORM SHOP OPEN: 

MONDAYS AFTER THE AFTERNOON  
ASSEMBLY & WEDNESDAYS 8.30-9.30am 
 

For all Uniform Enquiries:  wpps.uniform@gmail.com 

Newsletter No. 8        20th May 2016  

 

 

 

 

From the Principal ……….. 
Dear Parents, 

In the School’s Engagement and Well-Being Policy (available 

on our school website) it states that ‘the school aims to devel-

op  a sense of self-worth and personal identity to assist in 

empowering students to take responsibility for their own ac-

tions and be involved in co-operative decision making at 

school. Whole school strategies involving engagement and 

appropriate behaviours are fairly and consistently applied.  

There are high expectations for students to monitor their own 

actions, relate well to others, and attend regularly and to form 

and maintain healthy relationships.’ 

 

Primary school students are indeed children and like all of us 

make mistakes; mistakes in their academic learning, mistakes 

in making choices and mistakes in how they may relate to 

certain people. 

 

As Neil Gaiman states, I hope that in this year to come, you 

make mistakes. Because if you are making mistakes, then you 

are making new things, trying new things, learning, living, 

pushing yourself, changing yourself, changing your world. 

You're doing things you've never done before, and more im-

portantly, you're doing something.  

 

It’s quite a learning process in itself to come to terms with 

dealing with mistakes. As teachers its part of our role to en-

courage students that it is part of life’s journey that we make 

mistakes and hopefully learn from them. 

 

If you were at assembly on Monday you would have heard 

me have two grumbles reminding students that they are not to 

play or be in school buildings that are not supervised by 

teachers and also eating food in the toilets is not acceptable. 

But the joy of working with children is that you get to see  

 



them develop their skills, grow in their learning and mature into individuals who feel confident in their own skin.  

On Thursday at cross country, I watched a group of Year 6 students encourage and cheer on students who were struggling to 

finish their event. It didn’t matter what house those students were representing, the Year 6 students inspired them to finish. 

They displayed great sportsmanship. 

 

We have very talented athletes at Wattle Park Primary School. The size of the school grounds along with our gymnasium is 

certainly conducive to physical activities. So many students are involved in a variety of weekend sports, which research indi-

cates is imperative to their health and well-being. 

 

Mr James Feather is taking a squad of approximately 60 students to compete and represent our school in the district cross 

country event on Wednesday. We wish them all the very best. 

 

Our technician, Mr Ashley Flentjar has been very busy over the past two weeks installing a range of new technology devices 

throughout the school; new SMART televisions in the Foundation, Year 6 and Year 2 classrooms, more iPad devices and a 

projector in the Year 5 classroom. The money to purchase these expensive items throughout the school comes from parent vol-

untary contributions to our Library Fund. Thank you to all the families who have generously donated to ensure our students 

have the best and state-of-the-art resources.  

 

This week is Education Week across the state of Victoria and to celebrate Wattle Park Primary have an Open Day on Saturday 

morning from 9.00-11.00a.m. Historically this has been an open morning for prospective families to take a tour of the school 

and ask any particular questions they may have about the school. However over the past few years we have encouraged current 

families to also pop in to their child’s classroom. Many families are busy throughout the week and don’t actually have the op-

portunity to visit classrooms, so you are most welcome to drop by this Saturday. A scrumptious Devonshire Tea is available in 

the staffroom. 

 

On Wednesday night, Zelema Levy organised a soiree for our very talented music students. I wasn’t able to stay for the whole 

event but what I observed was indeed special. It’s wonderful to see our students perform in front of an audience with growing 

confidence. Thank you to the parents who attended and special mention of our Music Leaders; Elyssa N, Olivia H, Matt M and 

Hana N who were engaging presenters on the night. 

 

One last piece of sad news, our gardener Marian Bonadeo has taken ill. We’re not sure upon Marian’s return however the good 

news is that she will be out of hospital and returning home on Friday. We wish Marian all the very best for a speedy recovery. 

In the meantime we are sourcing a replacement gardener while Marian is recovering, if you are interested or know of anyone 

who would be prepared to take on Marian’s role please contact me via email cope.gayle.l@edumail.vic.gov.au. 

 

Happy Education Week! 

 

Regards Gayle 

 

 

 

 

 
                     

  
 

 

 

 Notices Gone Home: 
 Book Club 

 Lice letters to affected classes 

mailto:cope.gayle.l@edumail.vic.gov.au


FOUNDATION  2017 ENROLMENTS   

 

It is that time of year when schools are preparing for the fol-

lowing year and student numbers are critical to the school’s 

staffing structure. 

  

Could you please complete the required Student Admission Enrolment Form if 

you intend enrolling your child at Wattle Park Primary School in 2017. This 

form is available from the office or on the school’s website. It can be forwarded 

by mail if requested.  Please include copies of Birth Certificate and  

Immunisation Certificate from Medicare to complete the enrolment pro-

cess. 

 

If you are aware of any families who may live near you and have not enrolled, 

please encourage them to put in their enrolment forms as soon as possible. 

 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.  

 

 

 

 

Volunteers needed for the canteen on Mondays and Fridays. 
Please contact the office if you are available. 

It would be wonderful if there was a show of community spirit to 
support Joanne, our new canteen manager. 

 

 

WORKING WITH CHILDREN’S CHECK Just a reminder that any parent/guardian helping with excursions or 

classroom activities, must have a current Working With Children’s Check. Please present to the office for pho-

to-copying if you haven’t done so already.  
 http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Communication between School and Home Its imperative families sign up for both Compass and Konnective. 

If you do not know your password for Compass, please contact the office.  
 
                 Compass Log In: https://wattleparkps.vic.jdlf.com.au/  



Have you signed up for Konnective 
Yet? 
Konnective is a mobile app solution that will allow us to communicate with you, our 

parents, straight to your smartphone. You will be able to receive important alerts 

(similar to a text message) as soon as they are released. 

 

Via the app, we can send communication to specific grade levels, so you will receive 

information specific to your child’s grade as well as general news or updates that will 

go to everyone. This will extend and enhance our existing communications (eg. 

Newsletter, website). 

For those without a smartphone, there will be a link to the general updates on our 

website. 

 



Music Incursion 

 

On Wednesday 18 May the Performing Arts Incursion titled Datiwuy Dreaming, with a Welcome to Country 

from Uncle Bill from the Wurundjeri tribe, came to Wattle Park PS. Wow…what an experience for our chil-

dren! Here is what some of them had to say: 

Year 1 

I saw a Yidaki, I heard the bilma and I felt nervous – Athan  

I saw people dancing, I heard loud music and I felt excited – Olivia  

I saw Aboriginal people dancing, I heard Aboriginal calls and I felt the ground shaking – Sandra  

 

Year 2 

I saw the didgeridoo and Aboriginal people put on white ochre, I heard special Aboriginal calls and I felt 

thrilled and entertained. – Minjun 

I saw lots of different dances, I heard a didgeridoo and I felt excited. – Holly  

I saw Aboriginals, I heard the didgeridoo and rhythm sticks and I felt vibrations. – James B. 

 

Year 6 

I saw traditional dances and the Datiwuy people singing, I heard the footsteps of the dancers and I felt curious 

about how these dances originated. – Allegra  

I saw the yidaki and the bilma (clap sticks), I heard the sounds of their instruments as they sang and shouted 

and I felt the floor shake as they played their instruments and the vibrations when they yelled. – Kyle 

 

 

  





 

 

  



 

  






