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DIARY DATES 
  

  
 

 
December 

14th- 21st Whole School Swimming  
18th  Year 6 Graduation  
18th  Last Canteen, only over the counter sales 
 
22nd Last day of Term 4  
            School finishes at 1.30pm  
            (no Canteen) 
Last assembly commencing at 12.45pm 

Crazy Dress Day - Gold Coin Donation 

State School Relief 
January 2018  
Start Term 1 Tuesday 30th January—whole 
school  
Wednesday 31st January – No Foundation Stu-
dents  
 
Curriculum Days 2018  
Monday 29th January– First day Term 1  
Monday 16rd April – First day Term 2  
Monday 16th July – First day Term 3  
Monday 5th November- Term 4  

 
UNIFORM SHOP  

 

Please see details of our new uniform shop below. 
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From the Principal ……….. 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Wednesday was certainly a scorching day and night with the 
temperature reaching 37C. Our extreme heat policy ensured 
that students from Foundation to Year 5 remained inside air-
conditioned classrooms. Our Year 6 students however trav-
elled to Whittlesea for their ‘Big Day Out’ at Funfield’s 
where they were participants of wet and dry activities. They 
had a wonderful day and it was just a joy to watch them as 
they independently negotiated long queues to rides ad food 
stands as well as planning their route for the day. 
 
This current cohort of Year 6 students are an amazing talented 
group of students and tremendous role models for our young-
er students. They will certainly be missed. A Graduation cere-
mony is scheduled for the Year 6 students on Monday night 
and a farewell assembly on Friday at 12:45p.m. 
 
Thank you to each and every one of you who attended 

Wednesday night’s Carols. Although a very warm night, the 
students performed sensationally! How lucky are we as a 

community to gather outside on grass under trees to listen to a 
live performance of children singing Christmas Carols? Spe-

cial mention of all our teachers and Zelema Levy our Per-
forming Arts teacher who co-ordinated the choice of songs 

and practise during the past 2 weeks. 

 

 



 
 
The following staff list specifies the teaching allocation for 2018: 
 
Principal:   Ms Gayle Cope 
Assistant Principal:  Mr Steve Donohue 
 
Staff Placement for 2018 
 
Year 6  Dr Karl Jenkinson 
  Ms Philippa Statkus 
  Ms Keren Freeman (new appointment) 
 
Year 5  Mrs Ainslie Peszynski 
  Mr James Feather 

Year 4  Mrs Kathy Skantzos 
  Mr Richard Abell 
 
Year 3  Mrs Melinda Downes/Ms Samantha Teng 
  Mrs Tarryn Robertson  
 
Year 2  Ms Robyn Gilmour 
  Mr Daniel Watts 
  Ms Ellie Coulahan (new appointment) 
 
Year 1  Mrs Julie Gledhill 
  Ms Emma Tan 
  Ms Kim Duong 
 
Foundation Ms Catherine Churchward 
  Mrs Robyn Heeps 
  Ms Kathryn Kelly  
Specialists  
Visual Arts – Mr John Davey 
Performing Arts – Mrs Zelema Levy 
Physical Education – Mr Aaron Hare 
LOTE – Mr Justin Wong (new appointment) 
EAL – Mrs Annmaria Antonino 
Reading Intervention – Ms Monika Sztendur 
Library – Mrs Kim Wheatley 
Mathematics Intervention – Mrs Cynthia Tuck 
 

Office Personnel 
Business Manager – Mrs Helen Dalzotto 
Office Manager – Mrs Joy Roberts 
Office Staff – Ms Vicki Keith 
 

Learning Assistants: 
Mr Tom Churchward 
Ms Vicki Keith 
Ms Deb Alderson 
Mrs Joanne Gleeson 
Ms Caroline Gangell 
 

Stephanie Alexander Staff 
Chef – Mrs Carolina Trantino 
Gardener – Ms Penny Hayes (new appointment) 
 
Maintenance Staff 
Mr Gavin Cass 
Mr Dave Bell 
 
ICT Specialist     Mr Carl Bevan (new appointment) 



 
 
We farewell Mr Hadyn Thompson who is the successful appointment to Montmorency Primary School. We 
wish Hadyn all the very best for his future career in education and thank him sincerely for the past two years 
and one term. 
 
Ms Nicole Woortman is on leave for 12 months as she travels to the Northern Territory to teach at a new 
Haileybury College Campus.  
 
Mrs Vicki Phillips is also taking 12 months leave after fourteen years of continuous employment at Wattle 
Park to travel and take time to ‘catch her breath’ to enjoy the many delights of Melbourne. 
 
Ms Carol Hensley stepped in as our SAKGardener when our previous gardener Marion Bonadeo became 
unwell and has never left! But after moving to Olinda, Carol has understandably become involved with her 
own local community and reluctantly made the decision to not remain as our Stephanie Alexander gardener. 
We thank Carol for the enormous contribution she has made to our school as an environmental educator and 
her extraordinary contribution she has made in maintaining and planning our school grounds. 
  
Mrs Shuoyin Tu is expecting her second child in February. We wish Shuoyin and her husband Tristan all the 
very best and thank Shuoyin for her commitment and delightful personality that she has brought to our Chi-
nese program. 
  
Congratulations to Hadyn Thompson and his wife Emily on the safe arrival of a bouncing baby boy Jack 
Hadyn. Jack will always be remembered as the ‘Funfield’s baby’ having been born on Year 6’s excursion 
day! 
 
Parent’s and Friend’s President; Natasha Sinclair and Secretary Caroline Van West are relinquishing their 
roles this year. Tash three years and Caroline two years of service. Tash and Caroline have contributed enor-
mously to the well-being of the school community, encouraging all parents to participate in the life of the 
school and welcoming them unreservedly. Through numerous events they have provided opportunities for 
parents to get to know each other and to be informed about their child’s school whilst at the same time rais-
ing significant funds for the school.  
 
Both Tash and Caroline will remain as Wattle Park parents- thank goodness, and they are more than happy to 
pass on their years of experience to other parents who would be considering to take on their roles. 
  
Four and a half school days to go and yes, we’re counting! 
 
Stay Safe. The roads are especially busy at this time of the year as are our lives. Please take time when trav-
elling out and about, you have very special cargo on board. Your children. 
           

Regards Gayle 

 
 
 
 
 

Year 6 Big Day Out at Funfields 
A fun day, but tiring! 



Parents and Friends Association (PFA) News 
Term 4, 15th December 2017 

 

Dear Families at WPPS, 

 
 

We have had a fantastic year in 2017, exceeding our target by 15%.  To recap the year, we have 

held the following events: 

Bunnings BBQ; Movie Night; Entertainment Books; Vision Portraits; Mother’s, Fathers and Special Per-

sons Day Stalls, Burwood Village Cake Stall, Winter Warmer (Parents Event), Fun Run, Kids Disco and 

Mango Fundraiser.  It was busy! 

 

The WPPS Fun Run on Thursday 26th October, was a huge fundraiser, with approximately $3,300 going 

directly towards the school.  The children should be congratulated for their enthusiasm, and friends 

and families thanked for sponsoring the WPPS students.  The Foundation students raised the most 

money and, in turn, had the most number of prizes to distribute! 

 

To the 73 families who took up the opportunity to be part of the Mango Fundraiser this term, thank 

you!  We sold a record number (156 trays!), and a big thanks to Georgia Kelly for co-ordinating this 

event which raised $630. 

 

Anita Power and Kelly Baird did a super job in the organization of the Kids Neon Disco in early No-

vember, which raised approximately $600.  The children had a fantastic time. Meaghan Courtney 

and Jo Cooke braved the wind and hosted Wine and Cheese for the adults, on the Foundation 

Deck for those few who dared stay out in the cold! 

 

This year, the PFA would not have had the success it has had without the following WPPS Mums who 

attended one meeting or all and/or co-ordinated an event:  

Aggie Sutherland, Alison Ross, Anita Power, Anna Mulholland, Annabel Torney,  

Astrid Blackburn, Caroline van West, Georgia Kelly, Jo Cooke, Kate Gullan, Kelly Baird, Kelly Bullen, 

Kerryn Stirling, Lisa Hore, Meaghan Courtney, Sarah Emerson, Shelley Bustos, Tash Sinclair and Yuli Me-

neilly.  I am sure there are many familiar names, with these parents covering all year levels. 

 

The calendar for 2018 already includes a Movie Night on Friday 16th March, a Trivia Night on Saturday 

26th May, and a School Fete on Saturday 24th November.  These are all events which require the sup-

port of parents.  Look out for how you can assist, early in 2018. 

 

Finally, we have secured a Bunnings BBQ at the Middleborough Road store on the first Sunday of 

term (4th February).  We desperately need a co-ordinator to run this event and can assist in every 

step of the way!  More info on how to sign up for a shift in next week’s final newsletter. 

 

Thanks for your support.  For the last time, Cheers, T & C 

 

Tash Sinclair (R)  Caroline Van West (L) 
President Secretary 

Mum to Rory 6B & Hamish 4B Mum to Will 6A, Tom 4A & Tillie 1C 

P: 0412-153-652 E: natasha.sinclair@bigpond.com P: 0412-182-226 E: vanwest@optusnet.com.au 

This is it, our last PFA News for the year, and 

the last as President and Secretary.  The 

positions were vacated at our AGM on 

Friday 8th December, and we look forward 

to welcoming new parents to fill these roles 

(whilst providing ongoing guidance and 

support if needs be). 

mailto:natasha.sinclair@bigpond.com
mailto:natasha.sinclair@bigpond.com


 
 
 
 
 
 

Canteen 
Monday 18th December is the last day for Canteen for 2017 

Over the counter sales only.  
No orders. 

 
  
 

SWIMMING LOST PROPERTY 
 

If you recognise any of these belongings as yours, please collect at 
the table opposite the office.  

Please label all your belongings. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Hand Books for Sale  
Canterbury Girls 
Year 7 2018 
Please call Camilla on 0410 500 308. 

 







 
 
  



 





 



 
 
 

 



 




