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DIARY DATES 

  

 
April  
22nd  Year 3 excursion – Scienceworks  
25th  Anzac Day – Public Holiday 6am Dawn  
        Service at School  
 
May  
 2nd Year 2 excursion to Sovereign Hill Depart   
8am 
 3rd  Mothers & Special People’s Day Stall  
10-12th  NAPLAN – Years 3 and 5  
13th Year 1 Yarrabee Excursion  
17th  Cross Country Years 3-6 Coopers Reserve  
18th  Music Incursion  
18th  Senior Piano Soiree Years 4-6 in the PAC   
         7pm             
19th  Foundation 2017 Information Night 6-7pm 
 21

st
  Open Day 

 20th Years 5/6 Interschool Sport Wattle Park 
 27th Years 5/6 Interschool Sport Wattle Park 
 
June 
1st  Year 4 Robotics Incursion 
3rd  Years 5/6 Interschool Sport  Kerrimmur PS 
15th  Soiree all other instruments Yrs 1-6 PAC 
7pm 
24th  Last Day Term 2. 2.30pm finish free dress 

 

UNIFORM SHOP OPEN: 
MONDAYS AFTER THE AFTERNOON  
ASSEMBLY & WEDNESDAYS 8.30-9.30am 
 

For all Uniform Enquiries:  wpps.uniform@gmail.com 

Newsletter No. 6 22nd April 2016     2016  

 

 

 

 

From the Principal ……….. 
Dear Parents, 
I am sending this email Thursday morning from  
Canberra. I can just hear the voices of the Year 5 & 6 
students as they are waking and chatting with their fel-
low students outside of their rooms. 
 
Canberra is known for it's icy cold mornings and nights 
however this year we have been blessed. The days 
have been glorious and the nights crisp but not cold. 
To take 110 students interstate for a 5 day camp is cer-
tainly a responsibility that the teachers and accompany-
ing parents take very seriously. The School Council is 
presented with all of our documentation regarding pro-
cedures, process and risk management. Our School 
Council president, Mrs Jo Holland has the arduous task 
of checking all medical information and emergency con-
tact details. Ultimately the success and safety of the 
camp is based on all of this planning and the behaviour 
of the students. And we have just wonderful students at 
Wattle Park! 
 
At a number of places that we have visited the students 
have been congratulated on the quality of their ques-
tions, how well they listen and their general demeanour 
as they travel around Canberra as tourists. As you can 
imagine, as Principal, I swell with pride. 
 
The long bus journey was pleasantly uneventful- not 
one case of student or staff being sick! That's a first.  
I won't share too many camp stories, that's the students' 
job and I'm sure there will be plenty. 
 
Each day is action packed. Today we're off to the Elec-
toral Commission, Old Parliament House, The National 

Gallery and Questacon.  



 
Now, back at school. It's looking almost like a rural school as some year levels have attended excursions through-
out the week with only a year level or two remaining back at the school site. I'd like to thank the leadership team of 
Ms Chadwick, Mrs Levy, Mrs Peszynski and Mr Watts for holding the fort and making all necessary decisions in my 
absence. They have done an exemplary job. 
 
In light of the incident at a neighbouring primary school the leadership team and staff made a decision to ensure 
students accessed toilets in supervised buildings during school time. This process was implemented due to the fact 
the the year 5 class, Dr Jenkinson and Mr Feather are here on camp which makes the gymnasium a quieter space. 
The North Eastern Region of the Department of Education and Training have released a statement about the inci-
dent and advice for parents which is attached to this newsletter. 
 
If you haven't already heard I'd like to announce that Ms Pia Chadwick and Mrs Hayley Wilson are each expecting 
their first child. How very exciting for them and their partners Michael and James.  
Wattle Park will certainly miss them both. Pia and Hayley have made significant contributions to our school in their 
time here, five years for Pia and one year for Hayley. Positions for their teacher replacements will be advertised 
later in the year. 
 
Just a reminder that Monday is a national public holiday, ANZAC day. No students will be required at school for the 
day unless you would like to join us for the school's Dawn Service at 6.00a.m. Please see the attached flyer. 
The school's Dawn Service is very well attended. It is wonderful to see so many of our school families and mem-
bers of the wider community join us in remembering all those who have fought and defended our shores.  
A quick 'cuppa' and ANZAC biscuit are shared along with friendly conversations after the ceremony. 
 
I look forward to catching up with everyone on Tuesday. I'm sure there's lots to hear about this past week from  
everyone. 
 
Enjoy the long weekend. I know I'll be sleeping in on Saturday morning as I'm sure will others. 
 
Regards  
 
 

Gayle 

 
 
  
 

LOST PROPERTY 

 

There have been two brand new bomber jackets not named in the lost property box.  Please contact the office if you think they 

may be your child’s. 

 

WORKING WITH CHILDREN’S CHECK 

 

Just a reminder that any parent/guardian helping with excursions or classroom activities, must have a current Working With 

Children’s Check.  Please present to the office for photo-copying if you haven’t done so already. 

 

  

Gone home since last ‘The Wattle’ 

 Lice letters to affected classes 

 Burwood Cake Stall Information 

 Permission Letters to Foundation Students 

 Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge 



 

  

 

ANZAC DAY 

Dawn Service, 2016 

 

Wattle Park Primary School with the permission of ANZAC House, holds a linkage (by ABC 

broadcast) to the dawn service on the school grounds. 

We invite any interested persons in our school and community to join us in this opportunity 

to remember our fallen servicemen and women. 

We feel this is a great opportunity for those unable to travel to the Shrine of Remembrance 

for the occasion. 

We shall be following the order of ceremony as directed by the ADCC (Anzac Day 

Commemoration Council). 

We ask those interested to gather at the School Administration area by 5.45am for a 5.50am 

start, concluding at 6.30am on Anzac Day, Monday, 25th April.  The Ceremony is an 

important occasion, so that future generations of young Australians do not forget the horror 

of war and the importance of ANZAC Day in Australia’s history. 

Please join us in remembering and giving thanks to the men and women whose love and 

sacrifice in wartime has enabled all Australians to live in peace and freedom. 

We encourage any children who may be in possession of their grandparent’s medals to wear 

them on the day, noting protocol; medals should be worn to the right side 

Poppies will be available for a donation of $1 (money collected shall be forwarded onto the 

Box Hill RSL). 

The poppies can then be placed on the memorial as part of the ceremony. 

 

 



 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

As you are probably aware there was a serious incident nearby at Laburnum Primary School, where 

a man exposed himself to two students on school grounds. 

We are taking this incident very seriously, and have been working with the Department to ensure the 

safety of our students.  

 

Police are continuing to investigate the incident. 

We have taken this opportunity to remind students of how to respond if they are approached by 

someone they don’t know or who makes them feel uncomfortable. 

Student safety is always a top priority at our school, and like all Victorian schools we follow a num-

ber of important established guidelines on student safety. 

I would also encourage parents and carers to speak with their children about safety around unknown 

adults. 

Some practical tips may include telling them: 

 

 To walk directly to and from school 

 Not to walk alone 

 To leave the area if anything makes them feel uncomfortable 

 To avoid talking to strangers 

 Not to get into cars with people they do not know 

 

Tell a trusted adult such as a teacher or parent immediately 

If you have any concerns for your child please do not hesitate to contact the school, as further sup-

port is available.  

 

Thanks 
  

  

Stuart Brain 

Manager Operations and Emergency Management 
  

North-Eastern Victoria Region | Regional Services Group  
Department of Education and Training 
T: (03) 83929579   M: 0427 895 398 
Brain.Stuart.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

  

In an emergency: 

1.                   Call Police, Ambulance, Fire Services   000  

2.                   Notify DET Security Services Unit  9589 6266 

3.                   For Advice Manager of Operations and Emergency Management 83929579/0427895398 

  

https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?REF=2412LyBjy87d02Tv0V_SZqaMG3RI8DYHwPLS2ZZr-dC0p4hc7mjTCAFtYWlsdG86QnJhaW4uU3R1YXJ0LmFAZWR1bWFpbC52aWMuZ292LmF1




Year 4 Excursion to the Polly Woodside and Cook’s Cottage 
On Wednesday 20th April 2016, the children in the Year 4 classrooms visited the astonishing Polly Wood-

side. The Polly Woodside is an old cargo ship named after Marian Woodside, but they called her Polly be-

cause she talked too much! Inside the Polly Woodside is extraordinary, but it is pretty small. My favourite 

part was when we went on the rope and we had to hold onto the pole while Stu pushed us. If you fell you 

died!  Juliana 

Congratulations to Isaac who took the two photos above!  

Ahoy! When we step on a boat you go on with your right foot (They think it’s good luck). We went to a 

room shared by 16 people but there were only 8 beds! This is how it worked, 8 people would work for 4 

hours then the other 8 would be sleeping then swapping. Electricity wasn’t invented so what would they use? 

They used coal to create fire, but they had to be careful that they didn’t burn the boat. 10 -12 year olds would 

be at the top of the ship climbing ropes! (The boat also shakes) They didn’t have a luxury toilet, they had a 

pipe that led sown to the ship (where the coal is) and they would have just used a rope for toilet paper. Yeri 





Last week, students in Foundation, Years One, Two, Three and 

Four participated in the first of two sessions with third year 

Bachelor of Education student teachers from Deakin Universi-

ty. Liaising with supervisors from Deakin and staff from Wat-

tle Park, the student teachers worked with small groups of our 

students linked to their Science focus this term.  
Foundation – “Things that Move” linked to a transport focus 

with concepts of pushing, pulling, floating and flying 

Year 1 – “Look! Listen!” concepts of light and sound 

Year 2 – “Push and Pull” concepts of forces, friction and speed 

Deakin Science Sessions  

Year 3 – “Night and Day”, concepts of how the earth rotates on 

its axis 

Year 4 – “Smooth Moves”, simple machines design, construc-

tion and testing 

The Deakin supervisors and student teachers were very positive 

in their comments and appreciative of the opportunity to visit 

our school.  Wattle Park staff commented on the organisation 

and creativity which was displayed by the Deakin student teach-

ers in their planning. It was exciting to see the level of engage-

ment and enthusiasm exhibited by everyone involved. The sec-

ond follow up session will occur in Week four, after the Deakin 

students have completed their next round of practicum place-

ments. 

 

 

 

 





                
Wattle Park Primary School Cake Stall 

@ the Burwood Village Festival  10am – 3pm 

SAT 30 APRIL 2016 
  

Donations Required – Friday 29 April 

Donations of baked goods are needed to sell, suggestions include whole cakes, biscuits, slices, 

brownies, cupcakes, chocolate crackles, honey joys – please NO cream or anything that re-

quires refrigeration. 

Gluten free items are also very popular. 

‘Biscuit Decorating’ will be a feature of our stall on the day – donations of plain sweet biscuits (i.e 

Marie or Milk Arrowroot), lollies for decorating (smarties, jelly beans, snakes, jelly lollies) and 

tubs of pre-prepared (purchased) icing/frosting (simple, spreadable, similar to Betty Crocker 

frosting) are welcome. 

Baked goods can be delivered to the WPPS staff room on Friday 29 April from 8.30am to 4pm. 

Alternatively you can deliver after 5pm to a local address (please text Meaghan Courtney on 0408 

750 615 for delivery address). 

Biscuit decorating ingredients can be left at the office in the marked bucket from Friday 22 April. 

  

Packaging 

Packaging will be available from Friday 22 April – pick up from the school office and before or af-

ter school care or ask your child to bring some home. 

Please ensure your items are accurately labelled with your details and all ingredients, especially 

nuts & eggs – labels will be provided with the packaging. 

  

Raffle 

Raffle tickets will be sent home the week before the cake stall and are $2 each or 3 for $5 

If you wish to enter the raffle, please return ticket stubs, marked with your name and contact #, 

with payment to the office by Friday 29 April.  Tickets will also be sold on the cake stall on 

Saturday 30 April. Further tickets are available if required. 

The raffle will be drawn at assembly on Monday 2 May. 

Prizes include ¨ Gourmet Food Hamper ¨Vouchers from local businesses ¨ Pamper items perfect 

for Mothers Day 

  

Volunteers 

Want to help out on the day selling cakes and raffle tickets? An hour of your time will be greatly 

appreciated – sign up on Volunteer spot  http://vols.pt/F1zZ36 

All proceeds from the stall and the raffle go directly to the school. 

Thanks in advance for your support. 

http://vols.pt/F1zZ36




 
 

The 2016 Victorian Premiers’ Reading  

Challenge is now open! 

 

        Rules for school and student Challengers 

The rules and the way the Challenge operates have not changed this year. 

  Students must register as a Challenger and keep a record of their reading on the Challenge 
website. 

  Students must be in a Year level from Prep to Year 10 in 2016. They can be learning at a 
school or learning at home. 

  Students must read a set number of books during the Challenge: 
 

 

 

Consent Forms will go out on Monday 18th April.  

Please fill in and return to your teacher A.S.A.P 

 
 

Year level Number of books Number from the Challenge book list 

Prep – Year 2 30 books 20 or more 

Year 3 – Year 9 15 books 10 or more 

Year 10 15 books 5 or more 



 

 
 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Wattle Park Primary School is 

excited to be participating.  

 

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to 16 years in recognition of the 

importance of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal chal-

lenge for children to read a set number of books by the closing date of the challenge. 

 

Children from Foundation to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with 

their parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 

 

If you would like your child to participate, please return the attached privacy and consent 

form.  

 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the 

Victorian Premier and can choose to have their name included on the online Honour Roll.  

 

For more information about the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge and to view the 

booklists, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  

 
 
 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc






Our WPPS Twighlight Fete will be held on Saturday 26th November 2016 from 3 - 9pm. 

 

This is a major fundraiser for the school and promises to be lots of fun for everyone.  A committee has been 

formed and will keep you updated on all the wonderful things planned and will also seek your help towards 

many aspects of the day.   Over the next few months there will be many opportunities to contribute your time 

and donations of goods etc. for the fete.   

 

Mark the date in your diary and look out for further updates.  
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