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DIARY DATES 
  

SEPTEMBER 
1st   Father’s Day Stall 
        Year 5 & 6 Night of Notables Students arrive 6.30pm for set      
        up. Doors open 7pm 
2nd-4th Years 3/4 Camp Phillip Island 
8th   District Athletics Years 4-6 
8th   Parent Teacher Interviews—afternoon 
9th   Parent Teacher Interviews– evening 
10th Music Soiree 7pm 
10th  Step Up to School Transition Night 7pm 
11th  Year 1 Incursion Mini Beasts 
11th  Year 2 Excursion Melbourne Museum 
14-18th Years 5/6 Camp Coonawarra Farm Resort 
16th   Foundation Farm Expo for Parents etc 
18th   End of Term 2.30 finish—Free dress day. Donation  
          Cancer  Council 

 
OCTOBER 
5th   Start Term 4 
7th   Division Athletics Qualify Students Years 4-6 
13th  Grandparents’ Day 
15th  Regional Athletics 
21st  Step up to School Session 1 
22nd  School Concert—Circus 
24th Trivia Night 
27th  School Council 

 
NOVEMBER 
2nd Student Free Day 
3rd Cup Day Public Holiday 
4th Step Up to School Session 2 
5th Oaks Day Lunch 
11th Step Up to School Session 3 
12th Year 2 Excursion to Werribee Zoo 
18th Step Up to School Session 4 
24th School Council 7.30pm 

 
UNIFORM SHOP OPEN: 
MONDAYS AFTER THE AFTERNOON  
ASSEMBLY & WEDNESDAYS 8.30-9.30am 

For all Uniform Enquiries:  wpps.uniform@gmail.com 
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From the Principal ……….. 

 Dear Parents, 

It was teeming with rain, the air was cold but regardless 

our Year 2 students and parents keenly attended our 

Year 2 Mathematics Party night held in the Community 

Room last night. 

 

Many thanks to Dr Karl Jenkinson, Mrs Vicki Phillips 

and Miss Robyn Gilmour for their organisation and en-

tertainment of the night. It was wonderful to see so 

many dads at the event and competing in the Minty 

wrapper challenge! It is a hands on mathematics night 

where students eat, create, design, estimate and calcu-

late mathematics. Just my sort of night! 

 

Our school certainly has a strong emphasis on the teach-

ing of English, Mathematics and Science across the 

school from Foundation to Year 6. Our 2015 NAPLAN 

results, although only one measure at Year 3 & 5 indi-

cate that the school is travelling extremely well. Our 

results are significantly above the National benchmarks 

which is expected for a school with our socio- economic 

background. However what is most pleasing is that the 

results this year indicate that we have considerable 

growth in our results from Years 3 to 5 with the same 

cohort of students in Mathematics and Writing. Just this 

week, my Senior Advisor from the Department of Edu-

cation, Mr Rod Williamson visited the school analysing 

the school’s data and was most impressed. Wattle Park 

Primary School is considered to be a high performing 

school with the academic results we are achieving as 

well as the programs we are offering in Science and 

Chinese.  



 

I can imagine the school is awash with yellow today in recognition of Daffodil Day. This was an event organised 

by the Student Representative Council. This year the SRC have been a most proactive group initiating different 

events across the school. At last week’s assembly we displayed the books that were made by class levels around 

our school values Value, Encourage, To Be Responsible, Care and Challenge for Better Buddies Day. The books 

are on display in the main building under the photos of our Year 6 students. Special thanks to Miss Emma 

Goldsworthy and Miss Annabel Sizeland who are the teacher mentors for our SRC. 

 

There will be two more changes to our staff for the rest of this year. Ms Samantha Teng is commencing maternity 

leave on Monday awaiting the birth of her first child. Ms Teng commenced as a casual relief teacher at the school 

three and a half years ago. Samantha’s teaching skills were quickly noticed and we were fortunate to be able to of-

fer her a more permanent teaching position on staff. Samantha has been a wonderful contributor to the school over 

this time; taking on the responsibilities of a classroom teacher, team leader and mathematics curriculum leader. Sa-

mantha will certainly be missed! However, now is the beginning of a new chapter in her life, a most exciting and 

rewarding role as a mother. The school would like to wish Samantha and Michael her husband, all the very best on 

their journey into parenthood. 

 

Miss Emma Goldsworthy is also on the move, but for very different reasons! Emma has been the successful appli-

cant for a teaching position at Geelong Grammar (Toorak Campus). Emma has only been with us for nearly two 

years but during that time has made a considerable impact on the students she has taught in her classes and those 

she has mentored in the Students Representative Council. We congratulate Emma on being the successful candidate 

in a very competitive selection process and wish her well for the rest of her teaching career. 

Two new teachers have been appointed to replace Ms Teng and Miss Goldsworthy. Ms Hayley Wilson will offi-

cially commence on Monday replacing Samantha and Emma’s replacement teacher will commence Term 4. 

 

You may have noticed today that I was not in attendance. I am boarding a plane to Washington DC! I have com-

menced Long Service Leave today and returning on Wednesday September 9th September. Just a quick sojourn to 

Washington DC and New York accompanying my partner while on a business trip. The school is in the very capa-

ble hands of Ms Megan Ganter while I am away supported by the leadership team of Mrs Anna Saaksjarvi, Mrs 

Amanda Dwyer and Ms Julie Nield. 

 

Parent Teacher interviews will be held on 8th and 9th September.  We are now using Compass for parents to book 

their interviews.  Please find the instruction sheet in the pages following. 

 

I am certainly disappointed that I will be missing the Year 5 & 6 ‘Night of the Notables’ and the Year 3 & 4 camp 

to Phillip Island both next week. But I’m sure that disappointment will quickly dissipate once I land in America! 

Stay safe and I will see you all upon my return. 

 

Regards  

 

 
   

 

A big “Thank You” to the generous Wattle Park Primary 

School families who have donated so many lemons for           

today’s Daffodil Day.   

 

Watch out in the days to come where these lemons will 

be turned into lemonade—proceeds will go to the   

Cancer Council. 



Monies to the Office   
 

All cash/cheques that comes to the office must be in an envelope/sealable 

plastic bag, clearly named, and for what the money is for.  Please do not 

bring uncontained money change to the office. 

Student Absences   
 

Please be aware that it is a Department requirement that all student absences are 

covered by a note from the parent/guardian, on the student’s return to school.  It is 

not necessary to phone in their absence to the school office.   

 

FOUNDATION  2016 ENROLMENTS    

 

It is that time of year when schools are preparing for the fol-

lowing year and student numbers are critical to the school’s staffing structure. 

  

Could you please complete the required Student Admission Enrolment Form if 

you intend enrolling your child at Wattle Park Primary School in 2016. This 

form is available from the office or on the school’s website. It can be forward-

ed by mail if requested.  

 

If you are aware of any families who may live near you and have not enrolled, 

please encourage them to put in their enrolment forms as soon as possible. 

 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.  

 

 

 

Notice home this week: 

 

Lice letters to affected classes 

 



 Booking your Parent Teacher Interviews on Compass 
 

1. Login to Compass (using your username and password)  https://wattleparkps.vic.jdlf.com.au/ 

2.   Click on the Community button  and click on   
 

3.   You should then have access to the classes that your children are part of. There should be a 
separate event for each of your children. 

4. Click on your child’s name and the following screen should appear.  

5. Instructions as follows: 

Please choose one time slot for your child’s meeting. If you think you may require a longer meeting 
time, please contact your teacher directly to make an appointment. Specialist teachers will also be 
available on the afternoon of Tuesday the 8th of September for meetings.  
 
If you make a mistake or need help, if you do not have access to the internet or require an inter-
preter for your interview, please phone the office to assist you on 9808 2165.  

https://wattleparkps.vic.jdlf.com.au/






 

Wattle Park Acts – 

Class breakdown for shows A/B: 

 

Thursday, 22nd October 2015 
SHOW A  

Class Equipment 
FG Ribbons/Scarves 

1EG Poi 

2P Devil Sticks 

2G Hoops 

3N Sock Poi/Glow Poi 

4U Plates 

6R Juggling 

5T Diabolo 

  

  

SHOW B  

Class Equipment 
FC Ribbons 

FS Scarves 

1C Poi 

2D Devil Sticks 

3S Hoops 

3KS Sock Poi/Glow Poi 

4H Plates 

5J Juggling 

6S Diabolo 



Parents and Friends Association (PFA) News 
 

 
  Tash Sinclair (left) & Gemma Anderson (right) 

Hi Everyone! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Tuesday 1st September will be our Father’s Day/Special Friend’s Day stall.  There will be many items for 

purchase by your children to get that “something special” for the Dads or other Special People in our lives. 

 

The cut off date for the cookbook orders for the “Wattle We Cook Tonight” cookbook is  

Friday 4th September.  Personally, we have both stocked up for the family for Christmas gifts! 

 

 
 

Our next PFA Meeting is on Wednesday 9th September at Tash’s home @ 8pm.  If you would like to come 

along, please let us know!  We love to see new faces! J 

 

Early in term 4, we will be a having a Trivia Night on Saturday 24th October.  Get your table together of 10, 

come up with a name (or even a theme), and book in the babysitter early.  If you are involved with a business 

which is able to make a donation of a prize, please let us know!  More info to come. 

 

Also in Term 4 will be the final orders for the Mango Drive on Friday 30th October. 

 

Our annual Oaks Day Ladies Lunch, will be held at a sparkling brand new venue on  

Thursday 5th November, and only a short walk to and from WPPS.  If you haven’t been before, it is a lot of fun! 

 

   Don’t forget to sign up for Konnective messages and to get an email alert when the Newsletter and Notice-

board is ready each week, to stay up to date with what’s happening at WPPS!   

 

Cheers, 
G & T 
 

Gemma Anderson  Tash Sinclair 
Mum to Eli 6R & Nate 3N Mum to Darcy 6ST, Rory 4H & Hamish 2D  

P: 0430-300-249  P: 0412-153-652 

E: gemma.anderson@live.com E: natasha.sinclair@bigpond.com  

We are in the final weeks of the Earn and Learn program, so if you have those stickers at home, 

please ask the children to pop them into the box at the office.  The final day to hand in the stickers is 

Monday 7th September.   

It was fabulous to see all the children having such a wonderful time at the Kids 

Disco on 19th August.  Thanks again to all those involved, in particular to Suskia 

Malafu and Steph Trace for co-ordinating, and to Dallas Rayner who did a fabulous 

job as our resident DJ.  Thanks also so all the other helpers on the night. The Junior 

Art Show was a great success also, and didn’t Mr Davey do a fabulous job with the 

display of art work in the junior school?! 

As mentioned previously, not only did we raise funds to chip away at the PFA 

budget (which is allocated each year to cover the necessary school costs), the feed-

back has been very positive from the children themselves! 

mailto:andersonggien@me.com
mailto:natasha.sinclair@bigpond.com




 

 

  



Please feel free to use this page to encourage the wider community to buy  the cookbook 



 

  





Community Announcements 






