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DIARY DATES 

  

 
 

March 
11th  Summer Sport Round Robin Year 5/6 
11th  Foundation Incursion  RACV Safety 
14th  Labor Day  Holiday 
17th  Year 1 Melbourne Aquarium Excursion 
 17th  Parent Helper Program   
           Morning session   9.30-11am 
           Evening session   7 - 8.30pm  Please  RSVP 
18th  Photo Day  - full uniform       
18th   Movie Night 
21st   Harmony Day 
21st  Year 2 Incursion Seaweed Sally 
22nd  Parent teacher Meetings—evening 
23rd   China Trip Information Night  
          Year 5\6  6.30pm 
23rd  Year 4 Hands on Science Incursion 
23rd  Parent Teacher Meetings—afternoon 
24th  End of Term 1—Free dress day. 2.30pm finish 
 

April 
11th     Monday  Curriculum day (no students) 
12th     Tuesday  Term 2 Begins 
18th-22nd Year 5/6 Canberra Camp 
25th       Anzac Day 

UNIFORM SHOP OPEN: 
MONDAYS AFTER THE AFTERNOON  

ASSEMBLY & WEDNESDAYS 8.30-9.30am 
 

For all Uniform Enquiries:  wpps.uniform@gmail.com 
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From the Principal ……….. 
 

 

Dear Parents, 
It was lovely to see the rain today freshening up our 
grounds, especially for the Movie Night next Friday. 
Movie Night is always keenly anticipated and is a major 
event on the school calendar. It shows the strength of 
our community with so many families in attendance 
with additional parent volunteers manning the gates, 
assisting on stalls, setting up and cleaning on the night. 
The atmosphere is palpable and if the weather is fine, 
there is no place I’d rather be. 
 
We are indeed fortunate to have a natural amphithea-
tre next to our gymnasium that accommodates every-
one comfortably. So bring along a picnic rug, chairs, 
food, beverages and enjoy a relaxing evening. And 
don’t forget you can pre-order a Movie Night Picnic 
Box. Each year I look forward to the range of different 
treats that the picnic box includes, it’s a bit like opening 
a surprise birthday present! It’s also great value for 
money at a cost of $20.00. 
 
Other exciting news is the appointment of our new 
acting assistant principal, Mr Steven Donahue. Mr Do-
nahue is currently a classroom teacher at Box Hill North 
Primary School and has acted in the position of an as-
sistant principal previously. It will be great to have Ste-
ven on board while Megan is in her new role. 
 



 

I have yet to confirm Steven’s starting date but he will certainly have the opportunity to meet students, staff and 
the school community before the end of term, which is fast approaching. 
 
Next week our canteen will be open for the very first time this year. Please see the menu attached to this news-
letter. The new manager of the canteen is Mrs Joanne Bryant. Joanne will be introducing a range of different food 
choices throughout the year. As we only have two days of canteen operation before the end of term, the list at 
this point in time is not extensive. Any offer of assistance from the school community would be most appreciated. 
Joanne has already spent considerable time preparing healthy fruit bags of watermelon and grapes. 
  
Thank you to the Year 5 & 6 parents who attended the Canberra Camp Information Night on Wednesday. The 
year 5 & 6 team gave a succinct but informative presentation about what to pack, the activities and the educa-
tional background as to why we travel to Canberra. Not many questions were asked but there was a collective 
gasp when Mr Haydn Thompson announced that the buses will be leaving school at 6.30 a.m!  
It’s sure to be a memorable camp. Payment forms for camp will be distributed on Tuesday 15th March. 
 
Initial plans are in progress for our Year 5 & 6 international trip to visit our sister school, Mingde Primary School in 
Suzhuo China during September. An information session for interested students and parents is to be conducted 
on Wednesday 23rd March at Old Orchard Primary School at 6.30 p.m. Please see the attached flyer and contact 
me at cope.gayle.l@edumail.vic.gov.au if you are interested in attending. 
 

Nominations for school council closed on Monday 8th March and the number of nominations exceeded the num-
ber of vacancies. This means that we will now conduct an election.  
Ballot voting papers will be sent home this Friday 11th March via Compass along with Candidate Election State-
ments. If you cannot access Compass , hard copy forms can be collected from the office. Please note that any fur-
ther advertising is prohibited.  
The parent electorate are requested to vote by close of ballot at 4.00pm on Friday 18th March.  
A list of candidates and instructions for voting are included on the ballot form. 
 
Two weeks ago ten year six students attended the Halogen Foundation’s National Young Leaders Day at the Mel-
bourne Convention and Exhibition Centre. Will H, Juan Z, Lu H, Lainey W, Chloe F, Astrid F, Cameron W, Michael B 
and Henry D were wonderful ambassadors for the school. There were a number of problems to solve on our jour-
ney home and I was so proud of how they managed to deal with unexpected transport issues while remaining 
calm. A fun day was had by all. Photos and a recount of their day are attached. 
 
And one last piece of news, after forty years in the education department, ten of them being at Wattle Park Pri-
mary School, Mrs Rhonda Lush, our Reading Recovery teacher has decided that it is time to retire. Not all families 
would know Mrs Lush. Mrs Lush is the quiet achiever behind the scenes who works individually with students, 
mostly in Year One to assist them with their reading journey.  It takes a special type of teacher who is able to 
work consistently, with inordinate amounts of patience and encouragement, to help students grasp the complexi-
ties of what it is to read. The school will miss enormously Mrs Lush’s considerable knowledge and expertise in the 
area of literacy learning. From all of us here at Wattle Park, a huge thank you and all the very best for a fulfilling 
and happy retirement. 
 
That’s it from me. Stay safe over the long weekend and enjoy the extra day of recreation.  
See you all on Tuesday. 

 

Regards Gayle 
 

mailto:cope.gayle.l@edumail.vic.gov.au


Introducing School Council Electees 

 
 

 

 

KIT LEONG 
 

 

I am the father of Bethany Leong  in Grade 4 and a keen supporter of WPPS. I have previ-

ously served on the School Council from 2013-14 when the school was facing opposition 

from local residents on the use of the gymnasium and attended the various planning and 

VCAT sessions in support of the school. My professional background is in the IT Industry 

for 25 years and have also engaged in various volunteer roles mentoring young adults during 

this time.  I believe that I can continue to serve the council in the coming year and “hit the 

ground running” given my previous experience and involvement with WPPS.  

 

Melissa King 
 

I am nominating for the WPPS school council because of my passion for the education of 

today’s young people. My professional background has most recently included nine years in 

the education sector including the role of Chief of Staff in a leading Victorian K-12 school, 

following experience in project management roles. I have taught students from Years 4 to 12 

and worked with a variety of stakeholders in the public and private school sectors. I am a 

determined leader who advocates for reforms and progress to continue ensuring that our 

schools are developing students who are life long learners; that staff have up-to-date skills 

and that we continue to support the integral sense of community that defines WPPS. I be-

lieve that I have the background and energy to contribute to a genuine and ethical dialogue 

on the unique needs of our school and deliver tangible results that create value for the years 

to come. 

 
 





The Winners of the WPPS Movie Night Colouring-In Competition are…….. 
Oliver FH 
Lola 2G 
Ella 4H 
Emma 6D 
Their winning masterpieces can be viewed at the office.  Thank you to all of the 89 children 
who submitted entries.  It was a very difficult one to judge! 

The prize of a Family Pass to Movie Night will be sent home.  Congratulations! 
 



Are you ready for  

Movie Night? 
 

Have you ordered your tickets? 
They are cheaper if you pre-order your tickets rather 

than purchasing at the door on the night! 

Go to www.trybooking.com/KKLH 

 

Have you ordered a Picnic Box? 
They MUST be pre-ordered and will not be able to be 

purchased on the night) 

Go to www.trybooking.com/KKLH 

 

Have you volunteered to help on the night? 
Go to http://vols.pt/jWcu5A 

 

Have you donated a bag of lollies and bottle of 

wine/six-pack of beer to the office? 
There is a tub outside the office and we are happily 

taking donations to sell on the night. 

 
Any further questions, please contact 

Gemma Anderson on 0430-300-249 or Tash Sinclair on 0412-153-652 

http://www.trybooking.com/KKLH
http://www.trybooking.com/KKLH
http://vols.pt/jWcu5A


BOOK CLUB—URGENT REQUEST 
Parent Volunteers are requested to organise the school’s book club through 

Ashton Scholastic.  Thank you to one parent who has put forward her name.  

We will need at least one more volunteer, for the Book Club to continue. 

 

Special thank you to Vanessa T and Rosalind W who have conducted the book club for the 

past two years.   

Please contact the school on: 

9808 2165 or email cope.gayle.l@edumail.vic.gov.au  if you are interested. 

  

Canteen Opening 

Friday 18th March 
  

 

Volunteers are still needed.  Please see form inside this issue. 

Student Information Update 
All families should have received a hard copy of the Student Information Update.  If you have received it in 

an email, please disregard and use the paper copy sent home last week.    Please take particular notice of the 

email contact.  It is imperative that this is up to date. Email and phone numbers can be updated throughout the 

year on Compass.  

 

Compass 
 If you have forgotten your password, you may reset it on the Log in page    Click on Cant access your ac-

count?  And follow the prompts.  Contact the office if you cannot recall your User Name:   Compass Log in is 

https://wattleparkps.vic.jdlf.com.au/ 

 

Reminder that all parent payments for student requisites are due by 

15th March.  

Camp Sports and Education Fund (CSEF) 

Application forms are available  (see inside) for eligible families with a Health Care Card or 

Pension Card to receive government funding, which goes towards Camps, and Sporting ac-

tivities. All applications must be handed into the office ASAP 

 

No Hat No Play 

School hats must be worn outside during play times.  Children will remain in the shade dur-

ing play times if no hat is worn. 

 

https://wattleparkps.vic.jdlf.com.au/D:/Users/08650537/Documents/My%20Music


Halogen Foundation’s National Young Leaders Day  

The National Young Leader’s Day 

 

On Wednesday the 2nd of March, ten students from Year 6 including me went to the Melbourne Convention 

Centre for National Young Leader’s Day. 

4,000 other students from around the state of Victoria attended. Some country schools actually stay overnight 

in the city on Tuesday to attend. 

We listened to nine speakers perform including Nathan ‘Dubsy’ Want who invented Bootarobics, Harry 

Baker ( no relation the Wattle Park Baker family) the poetry slam champion, Dylan Parker the inspiration 

behind the movie ‘Paper Planes’ and Winter an 11 year old pro-surfer who gave fresh water to Indonesian 

children 

We made lots of notes about all the speakers in our booklets. 

 

The main of idea of the day was that if you master the little things it will add up in the end to make a big dif-

ference. 

It was a wonderful day. We would all strongly encourage next year 6 students to nominate to attend the day 

next year. 

If you look closely at our uniform you will see that we have special Halogen badges. That symbolises that we 

are bright young leaders of the future.  

 

Cameron W 6A 



Parent Helper Program 2016   
 
 

All parents are invited to attend our Parent Helper Program for this 

year. 

This program aims to: 

 

 Define the roles and responsibilities of being a parent helper 

 Develop knowledge about the development of early literacy and numeracy skills 

 Provide practical strategies to support children both at home and in the classroom. 

 

It is a requirement at Wattle Park Primary School that all parents who assist in the classroom 

need to: 

 Complete the Parent Helper Program 

 Have a current Working with Children’s Check 

 

DETAILS 
 

This year we will be offering two sessions on Thursday, 17th March in the Library 

 

 Session 1 9.30-11.00am 

 Session 2 7.00pm – 8.30pm 

 

RSVP to the office by Tuesday, 15
th

 March  - for catering 

purposes 
 

Tel: 9808 2165 

 

Email:  wattle.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

Yes I will be attending the Parent Helper Program 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Child’s Name __________________________________________   Class ________________ 

 

Session:   1      Session 2  

 

mailto:wattle.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 
 

 

This year, school photos will be held on  

Friday the 18th of March 2016.  

This will be week eight of Term 1.  

 

The photography company that Wattle Park  

Primary School will be working with is ‘ 

Advanced Life Photography’. 

 
 

Kind Regards,  

Annabelle Sizeland, Ainslie Peszynski & Gayle 

Cope 









Canteen Volunteer Form 

Terms 1 & 2 2016 
  

Our canteen could not be able to run without the wonderful support of the volunteer Par-

ents, Friends and Grandparents of our school. 

 

We would love to have you volunteer for us, whether you are an experienced hand or an 

eager learner.  All you need to do is fill out the form below and we will schedule you for 2 

shifts for 2.5 hours each, for the term.  If you would like to help more, then just let us know 

and we can give you extra shifts. 

 

All shifts will have a canteen coordinator present, who will coordinate and assist in the 

smooth running of the day.  

 

Please fill out the form below and return to the office by the end of February so that the 

roster can be organised and distributed. 

 

We are expecting to have the canteen re-open 18th March.   . 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Yes I would like to volunteer for the canteen for term 1 and 2 

 

 Name:__________________________________________________________ 

 

 Phone Number __________________________________ 

(this number will be on the canteen roster) 

 

 Email address ____________________________________________________ 

 

 Child’s Class _______________  

 

     Preferred Day         Monday        Friday 

 

                                (please circle) 

Preferred session time  10am  till 12.30pm (Monday and Friday) 

     12pm till 2.30pm  (Monday and Friday) 

     9am till 11.30am  (Friday 1 person each week) 

 

Whilst we endeavour to give you your time preference, sometimes that is not always possi-

ble. 

 

Any other information ______________________________________________ 

  









 

 

  



 

  

 


