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DIARY DATES 
  

 
August 
 
11th 14th 15th Book Fair 
14th  NO ASSEMBLY 

 15th  ICAS Maths 
15th  Years 3/4 Camp Information Night 
15th-23rd Somers Camp  
16th  Meerkat Productions – whole school incursion 
21st Year 5/6 Information Night 6 -7pm 
23rd  WPPS Athletics day  (Knox Park Athletic Track) 
24th Year 6 Scienceworks excursion 
25th Daffodil Day  
25th  Wattle Park PS Parents Winter Warmer Event  
28th  Literacy & Numeracy Week 
28th Author/Illustrator Andrew Plant –whole school 
29th Year 5/6 Incursion Professor Bunsen 
29th  Fathers & Special Persons Day Stall   
31st   Whole school photos 
 
September 
4th—15th   Bike Ed commencing Year 5 
6th-8th Year 3/4 Camp 
8th  Year 2 Excursion Imax– Museum 
12th Night of the Notables—6pm 
14th RU OK Day 
14th Step Up To School 2018 Information Evening 6-7pm 
14th Family Life Education Parent Forum Years 5&6 7-8pm 
18th –22nd  Year 5/6 camp 
22nd End of Term 3 Dress up in Jeans for Jeans For Genes  
Day 
Early Finish 2.30pm 
Gold coin donation 
  

UNIFORM ORDERS: 
 
Place order & payment through the school office, uni-
forms will be delivered to your child’s class when availa-
ble. 
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From the Principal ……….. 
Dear Parents, 
On Wednesday the school had an offsite emergency practice 
session where we locate to our neighbours, Cameron Close’s 
carpark.  
 
The school has a number of practice scenarios such as lock-
downs, onsite evacuations and offsite evacuations as part of 
our annual Emergency Management Plan which is mandated 
by the Department of Education. 
 
Our students ably led by their teachers don’t panic and swiftly 
go about leaving the building and following instructions. It’s 
almost military precision. I’m hoping that if there was ever to 
be a ‘real-life ‘scenario these routines will hold us in good 
stead for a safe passage to a place of refuge. 
 
Straight after yesterday’s practice, Ms Emma Tan’s class 1C 
were off to their reading session with the Cameron close resi-
dents-‘The Mrs Gair’s Reading Group.’ The group is named 
after Mrs Gair who along with our current EAL ( English as 
an Additional Language) teacher Mrs Annmaria Antonino 
initiated the idea over 20 years ago of a partnership between 
the residents and students. 
 
I popped in quickly yesterday to say hello to the residents as I 
had not visited them so far this year. I felt so privileged to be 
a part of the experience yesterday. The seven residents are 
seated at small tables with three chairs waiting for their stu-
dents to be allocated. The Year 1 students run with pure joy to 
their resident, book in hand eagerly awaiting the attention of 
their much loved Cameron Close member. The residents with 
a warm smile and calming tone greet the students and begin 
the task of sharing their books together.  
 
Our students of course are on their best behaviour; they seem 
to sense the fact that they are indeed fortunate to be in such 
salubrious surroundings- grand piano to the right, full-size 
billiard table to the left and a glorious garden view out the 



 
window as well as having the undivided attention of caring, thoughtful and gentle people who do not judge them, just want to 
assist them in the process of learning to read. 
 
Of course, I beam with pride along with their teacher and reflect on what a wonderful benefit it is to all of those involved. Mrs 
Gair passed away last year at the age of 94; what a tremendous legacy she has left. As an aside Mrs Antonino is very well, hav-
ing just celebrated her 50th birthday last week! 
 
Our visiting students from our sister school, Mingde Primary School in Suzhuo; Amy, Erin, Lucy, Suzan, David, Jo and Tom 
along with their teacher Angel, left yesterday after a 12 day tour of Australia spending seven of those days with their host fami-
lies from Wattle Park Primary School. I would like to thank most sincerely the Anderson, Borden, Holland, Hore/Hensley, 
Holmes/Baker and Sinclair families who so generously and graciously shared their homes and provided warmth and care for 
our students. It can be quite difficult for children to adjust to a very different country and culture without the support of their 
parents or family members. Our host families went well beyond expectations to ensure our visiting students were happy and 
felt connected to their Australian families. A huge and heartfelt thank you! 
 
The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted 
amongst a sample of randomly selected parents at each school. Usually the random sample is 10% of school families however 
as required by the Department of Education, approximately 30 per cent of parents have been invited to participate in this year’s 
survey.  
 
It is designed to assist our school in gaining an understanding of parents’ perception of school climate, student engagement and 
relationships with our parent community. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school plan-
ning and improvement strategies. 
 
The survey will be conducted online by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd and only takes 15 minutes to 
complete. The survey can be accessed via desktop computer, laptop, tablet or mobile at any convenient time within the field-
work period from Monday 7th August to Sunday 27th August. 
 
All responses to the survey are anonymous. The survey results will be reported back to our school at the end of September. For 
further information visit: 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/performsurveyparent.aspx 

 

Next Monday and Tuesday Mr Steve Donohue, Mrs Ainslie Peszynski, Ms Catherine Churchward and I are attending a sympo-
sium in Hobart called ‘Visible Learning Plus’- improving how students approach learning. The symposium is led by Professor 
John Hattie and Kristen Anderson. Professor John Hattie is a highly regarded academic and his research is regularly used to 
inform best teaching practise here in Australia and overseas. What we’re hoping to learn as a leadership team to impart to our 
teachers includes: 
 
Identifying ways to best demonstrate the progress of our students 
Describing characteristics of inspired and passionate teachers 
Describing the role of feedback to teachers and students and its potential impact on learning 
Describing the mind frames which can have a major impact on student achievement 
Thinking about the implications of what we hear from the research specifically for Wattle Park teaching and learning  
programs. 
 
I apologise for the disruption that attending this conference has on two classes-Foundation A and Year 5C however the benefits 
will be great for the school long term. I am always contactable by phone and the office I’m sure will be able to answer most 
questions that arise.  Mr Richard Abell and Mr Daniel Watts will steer the ship in Steve’s and my absence. 
 
Lastly, but importantly please don’t forget the PFA’s social event for this year, ‘Winter Warmer’ scheduled for Friday 25th 
August at Juno and May in Burke Road, Camberwell. The purpose is for a casual get together with Wattle Park parents without 
having the pressure of answering trivia questions! It is not a fundraising event.  
To book please go to: www.trybooking.com/QZYX  
  
If you look closely at the trees- buds and blossom are emerging- Spring is on its way! It’s also the annual Wattle Park Primary 
School Book Fair next week. So much to look forward to. 
 

Enjoy the weekend and I’ll see you all on Wednesday. 
 

Regards  

 

Gayle 

                    

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/performsurveyparent.aspx
http://www.trybooking.com/QZYX


Year 1 Students enjoying the ‘Mrs Gair’s Reading Group at Cameron Close 
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Parent Opinion Survey 2017 
 
WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK 
 
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent 
Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training 
that is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents at each school.  
 
It is designed to assist our school in gaining an understanding of parents’ perception of 
school climate, student engagement and relationships with our parent community. Our 
school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and im-
provement strategies.  
 
The survey will be conducted online by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd and only takes 15 minutes 
to complete. The survey can be accessed via desktop computer, laptop, tablet or mobile at 
any convenient time within the fieldwork period from Monday 7th August to Sunday 27th 
August.  
 
Approximately 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All 
responses to the survey are anonymous. 
 
The online survey is available in English, Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (Hakha) and 
Hindi. 
 
The survey results will be reported back to our school at the end of September 
 
 
For further information, please speak to you child’s teacher or visit:  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/
performsurveyparent.aspx 
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WPPS Canteen Volunteer Form  

Terms 3 & 4, 2017  
 

Our canteen would not be able to run without the wonderful support of volunteer parents, 

friends and grandparents of our school. 

 

We are calling for volunteers, whether you are an experienced hand or an eager learner. 

 

School Council requires all volunteers to have: 

 

1. Current WWWC (Working with Children Check) 

2. Signed acknowledgement of the WPPS ‘Child Safety Code of Conduct Form’ 

(available at the office or on the school website) 

  

The canteen operates on Mondays and Fridays each week, and we will schedule you for 2 

shifts of 2½ hours each, for the term.  If you would like to help more, please indicate this, as 

extra shifts are available. 

   

All shifts will have a canteen co-ordinator present, who will co-ordinate and assist in the 

smooth running of the day. 

 

The canteen relies on volunteers to operate successfully; so please give this due 

consideration.  Then print and complete the form below and return to the office as soon as 

possible. 

 

Alternatively, fill in any available timeslots that you could help using the online canteen 

roster on SignUp.com using the following link: http://vols.pt/SvjTXR 

 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Thank you for volunteering for the Canteen for Terms 3 & 4 

 

Name: __________________________________ Child/ren’s Class: ____________  

 

Mobile Phone Number: __________________ 

 

Email Address: _______________________________________ 

 

Preferred Day:                    Monday          Friday 

(please circle) 

Preferred Shift:           10am – 12.30pm (Monday & Friday) 

11am – 1.30pm (Monday & Friday) 

12pm – 2.30pm (Monday & Friday) 

9am – 11.30am (Friday only) 

 

Any other information ____________________________________________ 



 

 

 FIRST AID ROOM ROSTER 2017 

 

In order to keep our First Aid Room clean and tidy, we require vol-

unteers to assist with this task.  We need approximately 40 families 

on our roster to ensure that every family only needs to do this once 

per year.   It is not time consuming and requires approximately 15 

minutes of your time on a FRIDAY. 

 

The duties include: 

 

Changing the sheets, pillow cases and re-making the bed with 

clean linen (all provided in the first aid room). 
Washing and returning the clean linen for the following Friday. 
Checking that the area is clean and tidy. 
Wiping over the cupboards, bench tops and the sink. 
Tidying the spare clothes cupboard if needed. 

 
This year we're using VolunteerSpot to organise the parent roster.  

Here's how it works in 2 easy steps: 

 

1) Copy/type the following link into a browser to sign up and the fol-

lowing page will appear: http://signup.com/go/nhzbpS 

 

2) Enter your email address; select the date that you would like to 

volunteer and then Sign Up! It's Easy - you will NOT need to register 

an account or keep a password on VolunteerSpot.   

 

Note: SignUp.com does not share your email address with anyone. 

If you prefer not to use your email address, please contact me and I 

can sign you up manually. 

 

Thank you in anticipation. 

 

Tom Churchward        

First Aid Co-ordinator     

http://signup.com/go/nhzbpS





