
Warrigal Road, Burwood 3125  Acting Principal: Mr. Randal Symons  Tel: 9808 2165 Fax:98887239 

wattle.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

ACTING PRINCIPALôS   
REPORT  
 

NICKôS RETIREMENT EVENTS 
 
Last Friday the staff took Nick to dinner to 

celebrate his last day. After the events of 
the day which included our final assembly 

and lots of visits from many people, it was a 
great time for Nick to spend with everyone. 
As I mentioned in the last Wattle the staff 

had a few more surprises and these were 
presented at this evening. During the previ-

ous three weeks we had been progressively 
óliftingô items from Nickôs office. Heard one 
day was óWhereôs my Essendon Hat?ò Dur-

ing the dinner each staff member presented 
Nick with a gift with a short message. Of 

course the gifts were all Nickôs special bits 
and pieces, all with a tale to be told. Finally 
the real gift was presented. In keeping with 

the theme of the previous gifts Nick re-
ceived a weekend for two at Peppers Re-

sort, Torquay. Naturally this included a 
round of golf. Nick was very happy. It was a 
great farewell.  

 
CLASSES FOR 2010  

 
Shortly the staff will begin the task of form-

ing classes for 2010. This is a process we 
spend many hours in completing. When 
forming classes we take into consideration 

the following, in priority order: gender, the 
previous class, each studentôs ability, be-

DIARY DATES 
 

 
  

  

NOVEMBER  
Thursday 12th November  

Level 1 Excursion ðHealesville Sanctuary  

Friday 13th November  

Pyjama  Day  

Saturday 14th November  

Family Fun Day  

Tuesday 17th November  

Grade 6 Afternoon Tea ðCameron Close  

Education Committee Meeting  

Wednesday 18th November  

Band excursion ðMeet the Orchestra  

Thursday 19th November  

Prep Information Night  

Sunday 22nd November  

Working Bee  

 

DECEMBER   

Tuesday 1st December  

Prep Transition Day  

Tuesday 8th December  

Yr 6 Orientation Day ðState Secondary Schools  

Thursday 10th December  

Carols Night  
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AFTER ASSEMBLY  
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haviour and friendship groups.  Individual needs and a whole school perspective must be 
considered. We are conscious of students developing social networks across the year level -  
some student combinations require changing. Placing children with the most appropriate 

staff member forms part of our deliberations.  
 

In forming classes we follow the guidelines as outlined in our policy óGrade Formationô ï a 
policy that was ratified by School Council in July 2006.  
 

In seeking parent input with respect to class formation the following point from the policy is 
most pertinent:  

 
¶ The principal will formally seek input from parents via the newsletter.  All parent input 

must be directed to the Principal and placed in writing.  Only student needs will be con-

sidered.  If appropriate, the Principal will inform staff of parent input prior to the for-
mation of classes.  

 
If you have information which would be beneficial in forming our classes this needs to be 

communicated to me no later than Friday the 29 th  November.  
 
ELLA FRAUSING  

 
As you may be aware Ella is in year 3 and has diabetes. Ella has a fundraiser operating and 

it would be great if you would like to contribute. Please see the message further on from 
Penny, Ellaôs mother. 
 

As well there is a raffle starting today with the prize being a range of Estee Lauder cosmet-
ics worth $1000.00. Again please see Pennyôs message for the exact details of the items. 

 
We look forward to many people purchasing raffle tickets and assisting Ella, her family and 
the Juvenile Diabetes Foundation in finding a cure.  

 
HALLOWEEN DISCO  

 
The Halloween Disco, held last week, was a great success.  Big thanks go to Simon and Dal-
las Rayner for the music and special effects and the students and teachers in the Year 6 

area. The money raised goes towards the Year 6 Graduation celebrations.  
 

KINDER VISITS  
 
Later in November Barb Tomlinson, Team Leader for the Prep area, will be visiting many of 

our feeder kindergartens as we gather information so as to best support our new preps for 
the 2010 school year. As mentioned previously they seem to be a great group of children. 

We have many siblings which is assisting in making the process a smooth one.  
 
HEAD LICE  

 
Recently we have had a couple of children with head lice. Pediculosis  is not a notifiable 

condition  and head lice do not transmit any infectious diseases . Head lice are trans-
mitted by having head to head contact with someone who has head lice and this happens 
frequently in families, schools and childcare centres.  

 
 



To update you on the process I refer to our policy on head lice as it pertains to government 

processes.  
 

¶ Consistent with Health (Infectious Diseases) Regulations 2001, the principal will ensure 
that the parents of any student found to have live lice are informed that their child is to 
be excluded from attending school until appropriate treatment has commenced.  

¶ The principal will also provide parents of students found to have live lice with informa-
tion about head lice treatment and prevention ( see below ).  

¶ Upon their return to school, parents of excluded students must present the signed dec-
laration (óAction Taken Formô) indicating that appropriate treatment has commenced. 

 

Iôve added an article to our school website, titled óTreating and controlling head liceô. The 
óAction Takenô form has also been added. These can both be located under óParent Formsô. 

We thank -you for your support with this matter.  
 
In reference to exclusion processes for various conditions the following is a helpful link.  

 
http://www.health.vic.gov.au/ideas/regulations/id_regs  

 
RUBBISH FREE LUNCHES  

 
Just a reminder that every day is a rubbish free lunch day. Any rubbish that comes to school 
will be taken home. With our recycling process for both food and paper the children should-

nôt be bringing much home. The best place for this rubbish is in the childrenôs lunch box. If 
you child doesnôt have a lunch box it might be a good time to make a purchase of one. If 

your child buys their lunch on a Monday and/or Friday itôs a good idea to bring their 
lunchbox as well so they can put their rubbish into it. This is especially useful if they have 
any drink items.  

 
ASSESSMENT ON DEMAND - ON LINE ENGLISH INTERVIEW  

 
Beginning next week students in years 3 -6 will be completing Assessment on Demand tests 
in English and Maths. The students took part in this testing in June so are familiar with the 

process. The tests are completed online and óadaptô according to the responses from each 
child. This is just one of many assessment tasks and forms that are utilised by teachers in 

order to make consistent judgements. Our year 2 students will undertake this process but 
will only complete the Maths tests. This is due to Prep to Year 2 having just completed the 
English On Line Interview for the Department. On that Iôd like to acknowledge the hours and 

hours of time spent by teachers in the Junior School and the great support they have re-
ceived from Kim Wheatley, our English Coordinator and Rhonda Lush, our Reading Recovery 

teacher. This week the team are meeting to discuss the process. Schools across the state 
completed this testing with very few receiving funding to support them. Our school did not 
receive additional funds and we will be reporting this when Kim attends a meeting of English 

coordinators in our region.  
 

CROSS SCHOOL MODERATION  
 
Last week the staff travelled to Roberts McCubbin PS for a cross school moderation session. 

We focussed on writing with the topic óMy Holidayô. The task was completed by all children in 
both schools. We met to see how consistent our judgments were on our studentsô work. This 

was a wonderful professional development opportunity and I thank the staff for their contri-
bution. Thanks also to Kim Wheatley for assisting with the planning and implementation.  
 

http://www.health.vic.gov.au/ideas/regulations/id_regs


 
PARENT FORUM  

 
On Wednesday night we launched the Farley Forum with our Term 3 Forum on composite 
classes. Around 40 people attended the evening. Some of the main points were:  

 
Every class has a chronological spread. This year they are:  

Prep ï 14 months  
Year 1 ï 16 months  
Year 2 ï 18 months  

Year 3 ï 15 months  
Year 4 ï 23 months  

Year 5 ï 17 months  
Year 6 ï 10 months  

There is an academic spread in all year levels. This was highlighted through a range of read-

ing and writing samples.  
In primary schools the focus is on the needs of the students, not their age or year level.  

 
Iôd like to thank the Level 4 teachers and students for setting up the forum, Vicki Phillips 
and Kim Wheatley for assisting and the Education Committee members and parents who at-

tended.  
 

Randal Symons  
Acting Principal  


