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DIARY DATES 
  

  

NOVEMBER 
Fri 8th         Year  2 Event 

Tue 12th      Year 3 Excursion Melb Museum 

Wed 13th     Step up to School Session 3 

Fri 15th        Twilight Fun Run 5-7pm 

Wed 20th     Music Soiree 7-8.30pm 

                   Step up to School Session 4—final 

Thurs 28th    Year 5 ACMI Excursion 

 

DECEMBER 
5th –18th Whole School Swimming Program 
9 & 11        Foundation 2014 Transition  

                 Mornings 

Tues 10th   Orientation Day Year 6  

Thur 12th   Carol’s Night 

Mon 16th    Year 6 Graduation 

Wed 18th    Year 6 Big Day Out 

Fri 20th      End of School Year 1.30pm  

                 dismissal. Casual Clothes Day  

 

JANUARY 2014 

 

30th January School Return  
         First Day for entire school 

 
Curriculum Dates for 2014 

28th/29th January 
6th June 

3rd November 

        
 

UNIFORM SHOP OPEN: 
MONDAYS AFTER THE AFTERNOON ASSEMBLY & 
WEDNESDAYS 8.30-9.30am 

Newsletter No.  18    8th November 2013   

 

 

Dear Parents, 

What a spectacular night! Our whole school concert-

‘The Best of the Best ‘was a night to remember. I was 

so, so proud of all the students. It is a special night 

when every student shines. The School Band, the Junior 

and Senior Choirs, class songs and dances, the Year 4 

recorder group, the Buddy Song and the confident Year 

6 orators presenting each item all did a superb job.  

Mrs Caulfield-Lloyd or Mrs C-L (as you may have heard 

her be called) once again wove her magic to present 

yet again a memorable and highly entertaining evening 

of music and dance. It is a highlight on the school calen-

dar each year and I cannot thank Lorelle and the staff 

enough for their time and commitment ensuring that 

all students have an enjoyable experience performing. 

In particular, special thanks to Mrs Caulfield Lloyd 

( School Concert  Organiser and music teacher), Mrs 

Susan Wright (choirs and instrumental musician organi-

sation), Ms Pia Chadwick (props), Mrs Annmaria Anto-

nino (props and door), Mr John Davey (transport and 

set), Mrs Melinda Downes (dance), Mrs Joy Roberts 

(ticket sales) and Ms Michelle Harris (door) and of 

course our very talented students. 

The Finance Committee met on Wednesday night and 

one of the major items on the agenda was to look at 



quotes for the installation of air-conditioning for the Year 5 & 6 classes. So far $5,742 has been raised through 

student initiatives such as Crazy Sock Day, successful grants from CUA and Cold Rock Ice cream, PFA funds and 

grandparents’ day raffle. However we have a target of $22,000 to achieve. Hence we need to raise an additional 

$16,258.00. 

We are relying on all school community members to support the Twilight Fun Run organised for next Friday. This 

is the last and major fundraiser for the year. The organising committee are aware that Friday night may not be 

suitable for all families to participate due to prior sporting commitments-(there is never the same free night on 

the calendar for everyone). But if you are unable to attend on Friday night you are more than welcome to run the 

course at a more suitable time or make a donation to the school directly to the Building Fund. 

Any shortfall in funding will need to be met through an increase to the building fund component of the parent 

contributions for 2014. We would appreciate it if you could participate in the Fun Run and rally your friends and 

family to contribute the much needed funds. 

This Friday night we have our Year 2 sleepover. I’m sure there will be many tales to tell and write about on Mon-

day morning! The sleepover is the beginning of our camping program that prepares students for the offsite camp-

ing experiences in subsequent years. It is a taste of what it takes to be independent without the attendant risks. 

This experience once again relies on the goodwill and time of teachers. Most of the out of hours school programs 

rely entirely on the generosity of teachers’ time and support. So in advance A BIG THANKYOU to Mrs Amanda 

Dwyer, Ms Narelle Albert, Mrs Vicki Phillips and Ms Megan Ganter. 

Attached to this week’s newsletter is an article from The Age which reports recent research on the effect that reg-

ular absences have on mathematical learning at primary school. 

It is something that teachers have always noted anecdotally. However the research findings identify that there is 

actually a link between poor mathematical performance and low attendance levels. It’s definitely worth a read 

and reinforces the refrain, ‘It’s not o.k. to be away.’ 

A number of staffing changes have occurred over the past month. Mrs Katie Hardy commenced Maternity Leave 

on Thursday. We welcome Mr Leigh Crossman who will be teaching in the Year 3 class for the remainder of the 

year. 

Mrs Sarah Clusker has resigned her position at Wattle Park Primary School. We wish her all the best in her future 

endeavours. Mrs Ainslie Peszynski will be teaching all Chinese classes for the remainder of the year and Mrs 

Melinda Downes will be conducting all the Physical Education classes for the rest of the year. 

And lastly, we welcome Mrs Marian Bonadeo as the new gardener in the Stephanie Alexander Program. We said 

farewell to Mrs Julie Jensz on Monday. Julie has decided to pursue a career in teaching. We wish her all the very 

best. 

And hot off the press- Mrs Cynthia Tuck and her husband Michael are now the very proud parents of a daughter, 

Olivia Jade born on 2nd November weighing a healthy 3.45 kg.  

That’s enough news from me!  

Regards  

 

Gayle 



Young children who frequently take days off school have poorer results in maths, new research shows, but 
the same level of absenteeism appears to have less of an effect on literacy at the same age. 
 
A major longitudinal study from the Australian Institute of Family Studies shows high rates of absenteeism in 
primary school - about one day a week - had a noticeably detrimental effect on NAPLAN numeracy scores. 
Students who frequently missed days of school also had poorer literacy results, although it did not have an 
independent impact over and above other more influential risk factors, such as social and emotional prob-
lems or learning difficulties, the study found. 
 
The negative effect of absenteeism on academic achievement is well established in secondary school but few 
studies had recorded its impact in earlier years, Dr Ben Edwards, executive manager of the study, said. 
 
''High levels of absenteeism were associated with lower levels of numeracy when children were eight to nine 
years old and again when they were 10 to 11 years old,'' he said. ''What is concerning is that we find that 
even absenteeism in these primary years undermines achievement later on, and it seems to set in place a 
self-sustaining process.'' 
Associate Professor Janette Bobis from the University of Sydney said the nature of maths and the way it is 
taught - in topics and building on foundation concepts - might explain why children struggle to catch up. 
''If they've missed out those foundational bits of knowledge, they're just going to be lost when they come 
back into a classroom situation,'' she said. 
 
''Suddenly the teacher's moved on to a more difficult concept and assumes the children have this back-
ground information.'' 
 
Another factor could be while children may read at home, they may not do maths activities, according to 
Professor Doug Clarke, director of the Mathematics Teaching and Learning Research Centre at the Australian 
Catholic University. 

Professor Clarke said all parents could find ''incidental opportunities to do mathematics with their 
kids'', such as weighing ingredients, assessing prices in the supermarket and playing card and board 
games. 
''Parents have a vital role in supporting the maths learning of their kids,'' he said. 
The negative effects of frequent absenteeism on numeracy were avoided if the child had a parent 
who attended university, suggesting the capacity and willingness to assist children to catch up was 
important, according to the report. 
 
 

Missing classes in primary school adds up to poor 

maths skills 

 
 

 

Josephine Tovey 

"High levels of absenteeism were associated with lower levels of numeracy." Photo: Supplied 

The Age 31 October 2013 

http://www.smh.com.au/national/by/Josephine-Tovey
http://www.smh.com.au/national/by/Josephine-Tovey


2014 Student Enrolments and Exits  

 
We are well underway in planning for facilities and staffing for 2014. All planning is based 

on our student enrolment and exit numbers and we urge parents to complete an enrolment or 

exit form (see below) as soon as possible. Enrolment forms can be obtained from our web-

site or from the office.  
 

Exit Intentions for 2014  

 
I wish to advise that my child/children as listed below, will not be returning to WPPS in 2014.  

Name: __________________________________________________________________  

 

Current Home Group ___________________ Year level: ________________  

 

Name: __________________________________________________________________  

 

Current Home Group: ____________________ Year level: _______________  

 

Signed: _________________________________  

 

Date: ___________________________  

 

Reason: We would very much appreciate your comments/feedback to assist with future planning.  
  

 Moving house  

 

 Family moving suburb/interstate/overseas  

 

 Transferring to independent school, please advise which school to assist with transfer  

 arrangements  

 

 School does not adequately cater to the needs of my child/children  

 

 Other  

 

 

I am happy for a member of the school community to make contact with me: Yes No  

 

RETURN TO THE SCHOOL OFFICE ASAP  

 

 



Please be mindful of our neighbours when park-

ing in side streets.  Do not park across their drive 

ways etc.  Parking inspectors will be out to make 

sure local traffic laws are being followed. 

 

Twilight Fun Run 
5-7pm 

The Twilight Fun Run will be on the 15th  Novem-

ber 2013. 

 Make sure to get as many people to sponsor you 

with the fun run. Don’t forget you can win some 

great prizes. Hope to see you there. 

The money raised by the Fun Run will go towards 

the air conditioning for the Year 5/6 area. 

NO HAT, NO PLAY  

IT’S HAT TIME AGAIN 
All students are required to wear hats outside during re-

cess and lunchtime. Any student without a school hat, 

will need to sit in the designated area. If you know your 

child has lost his/her hat now is the time to purchase 

one. Please make sure your child’s hat is clearly named!  

 

Best of the Best 

 

 

 

 

Gone home since last ‘The Wattle’ 

 Book club recipients 

 Phoenix Trading Christmas Fundraiser 







 

 

  





 

  

 










