
DIARY DATES 
  

 

MARCH 
3rd Fire Education Foundation 
7th Regional Swimming 
10th Labour Day Holiday 
13th Music Incursion 
16th Sunday Working Bee Years 3&4   9am-1pm 
20th Year 2 Incursion Seaweed Sally 
21st Harmony Day 
21st Integrated Sports Round Robin Day 
21st Movie Night 
25th School Council AGM 
27th Regional Swimming 
31st Celebration NAB Grant with Swinburne University 

 

APRIL 
2nd Year 6 Transition Information Evening 
4th School Photos—Full uniform day 
4th Term 1 Finishes—2.30 Finish 
 
22nd Term 2 Begins 
23rd Canberra Camp Information Night 6-7pm 
25th ANZAC Day public holiday 
29th State Swimming 
28-2nd May Canberra Camp Years 5 and 6 
 

UNIFORM SHOP OPEN: 
 
MONDAYS AFTER THE AFTERNOON  

ASSEMBLY & WEDNESDAYS 8.30-9.30am 

Email Enquiries:  wpps.uniform@gmail.com 
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Dear Parents, 

It’s been a week of Leadership opportunities. Ten year 6 stu-

dents who successfully wrote an application for the Young 

Leader’s Conference attended the Melbourne Convention 

Centre on Monday to listen to a variety of speakers; John 

Marsden, Daniel Flynn, Jess Fox, Kevin Sheedy and Mike 

Martin talked about their leadership journey around the theme 

of ‘I am Somebody’. Please read the students’ account of 

their day after my message. It was such a pleasurable day 

having the company of ten exuberant, entertaining and intelli-

gent students at an event that was so uplifting and inspiring. It 

was the first time our school attended and from students’ 

feedback it should be an annual outing. 

I have just returned from a two day Principals as Literacy 

Leaders course held by the Victorian Principal’s Association 

and presented by Professor Neil Dempster from Griffith Uni-

versity and Ms Anne Bayetto from Flinders University. I cer-

tainly enjoyed the time learning as a student from the experts. 

Neil and Anne were engaging, highly knowledgeable and 

thought provoking. Yesterday I travelled home reflecting on 

what had been presented. It has challenged my preconceived 

ideas on how children learn and how learning environments 

should be arranged and managed to achieve optimum reading 

skills for all of our students. Mrs Amanda Chetcuti and Mrs 

Amanda Dwyer are the leaders of the English Curriculum at 

Wattle Park and they certainly encouraged me to attend hav-

ing heard Anne present before at an AusVels English teach-

ers’ presentation. What was certainly reaffirming was the 

direction in which our school is heading in terms of literacy 

education. Anne talks about the importance of the BIG SIX- 

oral language, phonological awareness (awareness of the 

sounds of the English language), Letter-sound relationships 

(phonics), Vocabulary, Fluency and Comprehension to 

achieve success in reading. 



If you have a spare minute please take the time to pop-in to the foyer area of the Foundation/Year 1 and Year 5/6 area to view 

the display of the Year 6 students with their buddies. It certainly put a spring in my step to see the beautiful photos of the stu-

dents illustrating how quickly they have developed a rapport with one another. This is the first leadership responsibility of all 

Year 6 students; being positive and responsible role models to our new students. 

Leadership is not an easy task. It takes knowledge, practice, drive, tenacity, experience and enthusiasm to be a good leader. To 

be an effective leader, one must be able to influence others to accomplish goals, to contribute to the organization and cohesion 

of a group. It also includes the ability to listen and respond accordingly. One word that was repeatedly used at the Young Lead-

ership Conference on Monday as an essential quality for leadership was empathy- understanding what others are feeling be-

cause you have experienced it yourself or can put yourself in their shoes.  

Our Year 6 Student Leaders will be presented with their leadership badges at Monday’s assembly commencing at 3.00p.m. 

everyone is most welcome to attend this auspicious occasion. 

Finally, just a few quick reminders.  

The school does have a policy on student use and possession of mobile phones at school. Please ensure you read the attach-

ment and forward permission letters to me as outlined. 

When dropping or collecting students outside of school hours 8.50-3.45p.m. please refrain from using your car horns to signal 

to your children. Be mindful of the impact this has on our neighbours and be respectful of their home environment.  

Enjoy the autumn weather when Melbourne is at its best! 

 

Regards Gayle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday the 24th of February Liam, Andre, Hayley, Kavitha, Zoe, Morgan, John, Ewan, Oscar and 

Flynn went with Gayle to the Melbourne Convention Centre for the National Young Leader’s Day. The 

group left school at 7:45 AM and walked to the tram stop on Toorak Rd and headed off. 

Once the group arrived we headed inside to the Auditorium and discovered four thou-

sand people sitting there. Then the first speaker came on, Mike Martin the founder of 

the Halogen foundation. He told us that a country that is well run is safe, fair and awe-

some and that their leader can feel EMPATHY. 

The second speaker was John Marsden; he explained that there are no rules to language. 

He told us to be original and to take risks as a leader and be creative and if anyone tells 

you that there is a limit to language NEVER believe them.  

 

 

 

The third speaker was Daniel Flynn, he made a brand called Thank You 

Water which has given millions of people clean water. He told us that 

“Impossibility is only someone’s opinion, not a fact…” Which is true - he 

did the impossible. 

 

National Young Leaders Day 



The third speaker was Jess Fox. She has won a silver medal in Kayaking Slalom in the 2012 

London Olympics. “You don’t have to be great to start but 

you have to start to be great,” She told us to dream big and 

you’ll always achieve. 

 

And last but not least, Kevin Sheedy came and spoke to us to 

dream big and that you can always make a difference.    

Overall it was a great day and we enjoyed it a lot. 

 

 

By Zoe K , Liam C , Morgan C  and AndreT  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STUDENT INFORMATION UPDATE PACKAGE 

 

Please be aware that a package for each child will be sent home in the next week or so. 

Inside will be the following: 

 

Foundation Families:   
    2014 Permission and Authority Form 

    Head Lice Permission Form 

    Photographic Permission Form   

    Internet Permission Form 

 

Grades 1-6:   Student Information Update Form 

    2014 Permission and Authority Form 

    Internet Permission Form 

 

Please return these forms with/without updates to the classroom teacher at your earliest convenience.  It is 

most important that the office has up to date contact details for each family.   

 

Thank you 

    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASTHMA CARE PLAN 

 

In regards to children with asthma, all children must have a blue asthma 

form filled out with details of symptoms, treatment  etc.  If your child/ren 

have asthma and you have not filled out this form, please do so and return 

to the office.  You will find this form in the pages following.  It will also be 

on our website in due course. 

  
 Canteen Menu 

 Canteen Volunteer Form 

 Lice Letter to affected class 

 Movie Night Colouring Competition 

 

Website Subscription  

If you are new to our school, and as a reminder to our existing 

families, please remember to subscribe to our newsletter.  The 

electronic newsletter comes out fortnightly and you will receive 

a reminder via your email when the new edition is out.  Please 

go to our website at www.wattleparkps.vic.edu.au and click on 

the subscribe button.  This is the best way to keep up to date 

with everything that is happening at school.  Visiting the website 

often will keep you informed on school events etc. 

Please be mindful of our neighbours when park-

ing in side streets.  Do not park across their drive 

ways etc.  Parking inspectors will be out to make 

sure local traffic laws are being followed. 

NO HAT, NO PLAY                                         

IT’S HAT TIME AGAIN                                       

All students are required to wear hats outside during recess 

and lunchtime. Any student without a school hat, will need to 

sit in the designated area. If you know your child has lost his/

her hat now is the time to purchase one. Please make sure 

your child’s hat is clearly named!  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=asthma&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=KutBD-Fp0TtatM&tbnid=TM2NO8bXle2TzM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fincludeacharity.com.au%2Fasthma-australia&ei=mW4FU4LFC4TFkwWnyoBI&bvm=bv.61535280,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNFjKQ5Sb


 













 

  

 



  
 

 
 

 







 

 

  


