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DIARY DATES 
  

APRIL 
  

Sun 28th Family Vision Portraits  

 

MAY 
1-3          Level 4 Camp 

Tues 7th  Mother’s Day Stall 

Fri 10th    House Cross Country Years  3-6 

14-16       NAPLAN Years 3 and 5 

Wed 15th Foundation Excursion Buzy Kids Traffic     

School 

Mon 20th  School Council 7.30pm 

22nd         School Photos 

Sat 25th    Open Morning 9.00– 11.00am 

Thur 30th  MSO Music Excursion for Music  

                Students 

                2014 Foundation Information Evening 

                7.00-8.00pm 

JUNE 
Fri 7th      Student Free Day 

Mon   10th Queens Birthday Holiday 

Thur 13th  Division Cross Country 

Mon 17th   Music Incursion Oz Opera The Barber          

                of Seville 

Tues 18th Region Cross Country 

Tues 25th School Council 7.30pm 

Fri 28th    End of Term 2  

               2.30 Finish Casual Clothes Day 

 

JULY 
Mon 15  Term 3 Begins 

Tues 23 Years 5/6 MSAC All day 

 

UNIFORM SHOP OPEN: 

MONDAYS AFTER THE AFTERNOON  

ASSEMBLY & WEDNESDAYS 8.30-9.30am 

Note change of day. 
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Dear Parents, 

 

Anzac Day commemorations were held for school students on 

Wednesday at 10.50a.m. with our Literacy leaders Angus G, 

Archie K, Ella B and Ellie T reading the war poem, In Flan-

ders Fields by Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae. 

Tekla K and Dougal K laid the wreath on our unique war me-

morial, while poppies were positioned in the surrounding 

grounds.  

Anzac Day has special significance in neighbouring Wattle 

Park as it is the only location with the surviving ‘Lone Pine’ 

grown from seeds from the original pine cones brought home 

to Australia by two Australian soldiers from the battle fields 

of Gallipoli.  

It is always challenging to wake early for the dawn service 

held at the school, relinquishing the chance of a rare sleep in. 

But with the assistance of Mr. John Davey, Ms Robyn Gil-

mour and Ms Megan Ganter it doesn’t take long to prepare 

for what could be a gathering of 8 to 80 people. This year it 

was 80!  

It was a crowd ranging in ages from 4 to 84. Thank you to the 

families, teachers, Cameron Close residents and neighbours 

who attended. Lucinda and Annie’s mum Kellie made 

scrumptious Anzac cookies and most people stayed to share a 

cuppa. 

 It is always well worth the effort to rise early and remember 

those who lost their lives to enable us to live in a peaceful and 

harmonious country.  

Now on to other business, a number of dates for special 

school events have been added to the school calendar in the 

past week. Please add them to your diaries to ensure you can 

attend them and avoid double booking if possible. 

 



 
 
 
Open Day is scheduled for Saturday, 25th May from 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. The purpose of Open Day is for prospective Foun-

dation students and their families to view the school and help them make an informed decision regarding enrolment. However 

it is also to provide the opportunity for current students to visit their special space, their classroom, with family members. So 

everyone is welcome, with Devonshire teas available in the staffroom. 

A reminder to all, that the school does not have the authority to permit other parents or acquaintances to take home your chil-

dren unless the office or classroom teacher is notified by you, the parent. There have been occasional incidences in the past two 

weeks where parents, with the best intentions, have attempted to take other students home without permission. For the safety 

and well being of all, please be aware that students who are not collected on time are directed to the office area and are cared 

for by staff until their parents or carers do arrive. 

On my desk, I have a range of paraphernalia with pride of place being three certificates that need to be framed- three more 

stars to add to our Sustainability Certification! Thanks to the work of parent Ms Carol Hensley, teacher Mr. John Davey and 

office manager Mrs. Robyn Hunter, Wattle Park Primary School is now a ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic 4 star accredited school 

having completed and gained the four modules of Energy, Biodiversity, Waste and Water. The next step to gain a 5Star rating 

is to show leadership in the wider community and improve and maintain our data gathering in all modules. 

 

Year 5 and 6 students are off to Ballarat next week for their annual camp. So I’m expecting the school will certainly be quieter 

on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday while they are away. Both Megan and I will be in attendance at camp. The school will 

therefore be in the capable hands of Mrs Amanda Dwyer and Ms Helen Sterling. But of course with mobile technology, no-one 

is ever really far away. 

 

Enjoy your weekend and for those students registered for the Premier’s Reading Challenge (and I’m hoping that’s most stu-

dents) keep reading!   

 

 

Regards Gayle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

       Gone home since last ‘The Wattle’ 

 

Book Club 

Vision Portraits time slot 

 



 

A Reminder for unreturned forms 

 

Please return the following forms which were sent out mid March if you 

haven’t done so.  It is very important the office has up to date contact infor-

mation. 

 

Student Information Update—please make any alterations to the form and 

return it as soon as possible to your teacher. .  

 

Even if there are no changes, please return.  

 

2013 Permission and Authority Form—giving permission for children to 

go on local walks outside the school grounds  

 

Head Lice Inspection Permission Form  
 

Religious Instruction Permission Form  
 

Photographic Permission Form  
 

Internet Permission  
 

Please return these forms to your child/ren’s teacher as soon as possible  

  

 

 

 

 

 

From the Uniform Shop 

 

Thanks to everyone who ordered uniforms on time.  If you haven’t yet, please 

order by next Monday 1st May. Orders will be filled as soon as stock arrives. 

Grade 6 Memento polos will be distributed next week.  There was an issue 

with printing and our order had to be reprinted.  Sorry for the delay but they 

will be here soon. 

Any queries please call 9889 9759 or leave a message and I will get back to 

you soon. 

 

Thanks  

 

Michelle 



26/4/2013  “PROJECT R” 
Grade 3 Excursion to the VISY Education Centre and Cardboard Packaging Factory. 

 

 “Some metals are magnetic.”     

Astrid F. 
“We learnt that landfill is the name for all the rubbish you can’t recycle.” Alice F 

 

 

 

 

 

“I learnt that glass bottles are made from sand.” Mihail M 

  

 
 

 

 

 

“The factory has machines called ‘bounce conveyer’ and ‘eddy.’ These 

machines take out contaminants. Olivia K.”    



Grade 1 and 2 Excursion to Rickett’s Point 



 Mandarin and  

Asian studies 
 

 
 

 
 

Term 2 has started with a buzz of excitement in the Mandarin and Asian 

Studies room. Students’ are enthusiastically gaining knowledge about 

the world we live in, Asia and specifically China. They are also en-

thralled with learning Mandarin vocabulary and sentences that can be 

used in everyday life if living in China.  

 

The term ahead sees all of our students: 

-taking part in a free trial in using Language Perfect; 

-invited to enter the Nanjing 2014 International Youth Drawing Competi-

tion; 

-participating in Education Week activities from 19
th
 -25

th
  May that re-

late to the importance of children learning a language throughout their 

educational journey and by celebrating what makes them great;  

-joining in activities relating to the Dragon Boat Festival; and 

-all Year 5’s and Year 6’s will start their pen pal relations with students 

from a local school.   

 

Please continue reading for information regarding Language Perfect 

and the Nanjing 2014 International Youth Drawing Competition. 

 

Language Perfect 

 

Language Perfect will be used in Mandarin and Asian Studies sessions, 

in the classroom as set tasks and at home for homework purposes and 

language development.  



 

Language Perfect is an online self-directed learning tool for mastering one 

of the roadblocks to communication: vocabulary. Students are tested on 

their reading, listening and writing skills on an extensive range of words, 

verbs and common phrases available. It is simply a computer game that is 

100% focused around vocabulary learning with all content customised to 

match exactly what they are learning in class. Students will enjoy the com-

petitive environment, native speaker pronunciation, and intelligent testing. 

 

The key benefits of Language Perfect are: 

 Intelligence testing engine - picks up and repeats any words students 

are struggling with; 

 Online access - use Language Perfect on any computer or iPad with in-

ternet access; 

 Accurate pronunciation - every word is recorded by a native speaker for 

accurate pronunciation; & 

A spaced-repetition based scoring system - encouraging students to 

continually revise words. 

To log into Language Perfect please go to http://www.languageperfect.com, or 

download the Language Perfect app off the Apple iTunes Store and then 

refer to the pass that has both your child’s user name and password that 

was sent home on Friday 19th April with a hard copy of the Language Per-

fect notice. If you have any questions regarding Language Perfect or if 

your child has lost their username and password please do not hesitate to 

email Mrs Ainslie Peszynski at peszynski.ainslie.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

We hope you enjoy using Language Perfect and expanding your Mandarin 
vocabulary with your child/children.  
 

Nanjing 2014 International Youth Drawing Competition 
 
Victorian schools are invited to participate in the drawing competition for 
the 2nd Summer Youth Olympic Games (YOG) to be held in Nanjing in 
2014. 
 
Theme of the competition: Join the YOG, Embrace the Future 
Goal of the competition: Promoting the Olympic values: excellence, friendship and re-

spect 
Hosting organisation: Nanjing Youth Olympic Games Organising Committee 

(NYOGOC) 
Submissions close: 31 May 2013 
Award ceremony: August 2013, including winning works exhibition and summer camp 

http://www.languageperfect.com
mailto:peszynski.ainslie.a@edumail.vic.gov.au


Grouping:  Children Group (6-12 years old) 

  Teenager group (13-18 years old) 

Competition requirements 
All artworks must be created independently by the children reflecting 

the theme. Artworks from the Teenage Group should advocate a 

“harmonious, green, sporty, healthy and happy lifestyle” in the 

form of paper drawings (including Chinese painting, oil painting, 

gouache painting, watercolour painting, engraving, animation, 

comics and illustration, etc.). 

The smallest specification should be 30cm x 42cm and the biggest 

should be 44cm x 68cm. 

Chinese paint works should be done on paper no larger than 

69cmx138cm, preferably vertical in orientation. 

No authors name will appear on the work. 

Entries will not be returned. 

How to submit your artwork 
Artworks can be submitted individually, or as a group. 

For individual submission, complete the registration form, the guard-

ian’s identification paper; and for group submission, complete the 

group application form. These forms are available through the 

website below. 

All work should be sent via registered mail to: 

Qinhuailiuyun 

Stone City Park 

Stone City Road, Gulou District 

Nanjing, Jiangsu Province, China, 210019 

 

Contacts:  Yan Runqing  Tel: 86 15295451450 

 Email: romantic2314@163.com 

For Further information: http://www.nanjing2014.org/

a/20130331/000002.htm 

 
 
Please keep an eye on upcoming newsletter and noticeboard entries to 
find out further information regarding Mandarin and Asian Studies ac-
tivities as well as events out in the wider community.    
   
Ainslie Peszynski & Sarah Clusker  

mailto:romantic2314@163.com
http://www.nanjing2014.org/a/20130331/000002.htm
http://www.nanjing2014.org/a/20130331/000002.htm


 
ART ROOM  REQUEST…… 
 
Wanted:   Clear plastic soft drink bottles.   One or two litres 
are most preferred.  Please drop them off at the Art Room.     
 
Many thanks 
 
Pia 
Art Teacher       



  
   

 

Wattle Park Primary School Cake Stall 2013 

 
We are lucky to have once again been invited to hold a cake stall at the local 
Burwood Village Autumn Festival on Sunday 5

th
 May 2013.  The Festival is a 

great family day with children's activities, an entertainment stage, and many 
stalls from local community groups and traders. 
 
It would be greatly appreciated if you could support the school by baking goods 
to sell. 
 
Ideas of things to bake are: chocolate cake, orange and poppy seed cake, hum-
mingbird cake, chocolate crackles, honey joys, chocolate balls, muffins with ic-
ing, rocky road, caramel slice, lemon slice, shortbread, brownies, tarts, jams and 
preserves.... 
 
All items need to have a list of ingredients attached and cannot contain any 
cream due to health regulations.  Items can be delivered to the school on Friday 
3

rd
 May until 4pm or on Saturday 4

th
 May to Sally Cleland's house at 29 Webster 

St, Camberwell between 9am and 11am. 
 
We are happy for items to be delivered in containers to be packaged by us 
(containers will be returned if named) otherwise packaging can be collected from 
the office from Monday 29

th
 April onwards. 

 
This will be a wonderful community event and a great opportunity for Wattle Park 
Primary School to be represented and raise money for the school.  We will need 
volunteers to serve at the stall on the day and also to help package items on the 
Saturday before.  Please contact Kerryn Stirling on 0412 729 721 or Sally Cle-
land on 0408 771 899 if you would like to be involved. 
 
We will also have a hamper to raffle on the day.  Raffle tickets will be available to 
purchase prior to the event as well as at the cake stall at the festival. 
 
Thank you all for your wonderful support. 





 



 
 

 

Blackburn High School – Open Night – Wednesday May 1, 2013 – 6pm – 8pm 
 
There have been a lot of changes at Blackburn High School. Come along and see 
the new facilities and hear about our new learning model. 
Leaders of the four Houses will be presenting a comprehensive overview of the 
House and Mentor Class organisational model at 6pm in the House areas. 
The Principal, Dr Sandra Woodman, will be speaking in the School gymnasium at 
7pm. 
All Faculties will be on display and Faculty Heads, staff and students will be 
available to speak with you about the educational opportunities available at 
Blackburn. 





 

 

  



 

  

 

 
 


