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DIARY DATES
MAY
Dear Parents,
Recently I have been greeting parents and students as they
walk in the Warrigal Road gate of a morning. It’s a great test
to see whether I can instantly recognise and name all of the
students as they walk through the gate. I think my success
rate with students is pretty good but not so with parents. I
often know parents as Mia’s mum or Harry’s dad!
One of the strengths of our school is that all students are
known by name by most teachers and to one another. This is
not the case in all schools, especially schools with large enrolments.
In the April school holidays, an incident occurred where a
student was brought to the school in the holidays unbeknown
to them and their parents that holidays had commenced. Another parent passing by noticed that the student was at school
and that the staff from our Team Holiday program did not
know the identity of the student or emergency contact details.
The parent went out of her way to assist in the matter and
contact me by phone.
We talk about being a strong community school and this incident highlights the care that the whole community has toward
our students. We are indeed fortunate.
No school can guarantee the safety of all of their students
100% of the time. People and incidents occur beyond our
control. However here at Wattle Park we have very robust
emergency and safety processes in place.
The staff at our recent staff meeting this week decided to
increase the number of teachers in the yard before and after
school as well as break times.
Just recently when I was here late one evening last week it
was reported to me that a person from the general public was
destroying and damaging property in the area known as ‘the
bushes’. Mr Chris Roberts accompanied me as we spoke to
the person concerned and asked him to leave the property.
Which he did, promptly.

24th Saturday, Open Day 9am—11am
27th District Cross Country Westerfolds Park

JUNE
5th Cross Country Zone
5th CSIRO Incursion Year 6
6th Curriculum Day—Student Free Day
9th Queen’s Birthday holiday
10th Special Commemorative Assembly
12th Ripponlea Level 2 excursion
17th Cross Country Regional
23rd Reports sent home
25th Parent Teacher Interview
27th End of Term 2 2.30 Finish, Free Dress Day

JULY
14th Term 3 begins
17th Cross Country State
22nd MSAC Basketball Year 6
30th Boite Schools Chorus Senior Choir Deakin Edge
31st Oz Opera Music Incursion

UNIFORM SHOP OPEN:
MONDAYS AFTER THE AFTERNOON
ASSEMBLY & WEDNESDAYS 8.30-9.30am

For all Uniform Enquiries: wpps.uniform@gmail.com

I followed up immediately with a call to the police. The police take these matters extremely seriously and advised me to leave
the premises immediately even offering to accompany me to my car.
The message they gave me was ‘Not to be alarmed but to be alert.’
I would like to announce and congratulate Mr Chris Roberts as the successful candidate for the recently advertised classroom
position. Chris will remain with the Year 6 class until the end of this year.
Mrs Kathy Skantzos and Ms Pia Chadwick visited neighbouring kindergartens last week informing them about our school and
our Open Day on Saturday. Enrolments for neighbouring kindergartens have been low last year and again this year. This can
certainly have ramifications for whole school programs and the numbers of staff employed.
However the interest in our school tours has been very strong for next year. The school ambassadors, Ewan D, Hayley M, Morgan C and Zoe K accompany me on most tours and they are wonderful advocates for our school. Last week for the first time
ever, they conducted a tour without me or Megan. They did a superlative job with the result being that the family returned this
morning to enrol for 2015!
The autumn weather has been uncharacteristically warm and I’m hoping that this will extend to our Open Day on Saturday
morning. The school community is invited to attend the morning between 9.00-11.00a.m. and have an informal chat to their
child’s class teacher and see the work the students have been completing on the school’s history for our 100 th birthday.
The 100th birthday photo is scheduled for midday today. (Thursday) That will take some organisation but I’m sure the result
will memorable. I’d like to thank Mrs Ainslie Peszynski and Ms Hayley Kellahan for the scheduling of this event.
One last reminder from Mrs Peszynski, who is actually on Family Leave , that the Language Perfect competition is open for all
students from Years 3 to 6 inclusive. Even while Ainslie is on leave she is checking the competition traffic on her computer at
home! The competition closes next Thursday evening 29 th May. Our recently appointed Mandarin teacher Ms Liangzhe Xu is
following in Ainslie’s footsteps and conducting a night after school next Thursday for Year 5 & 6 students to maximize our
scores.
Please see the attached information on our website.
That’s it from me, see you on Saturday.

Regards Gayle

Gone home since last ‘The Wattle’


Yr 5 & 6 Language Perfect

FOUNDATION 2015 ENROLMENTS
It is that time of year when schools are preparing for the following
year and student numbers are critical to the school’s staffing structure.
Could you please complete the required Student Admission Enrolment
Form if you intend enrolling your child at Wattle Park Primary School
in 2015. This form is available from the office or on the school’s website. It can be forwarded by mail if requested.
If you are aware of any families who may live near you and have not
enrolled, please encourage them to put in their enrolment forms as
soon as possible.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

For Your Diary……
Curriculum Day 6th June—Student Free Day

Lost Property
Please make sure all clothing is clearly named. There is a brand new hoodie in the office which cannot be
returned to the rightful owner as it is unnamed.

Whole School Photo
On Thursday 22nd May the whole school photo was taken. If you wish to purchase a copy of this
photo, please collect an envelope from the office. All envelopes need to be returned to the office by
Monday 26th May.

House Cross Country
Two weeks ago all children in grades in 3-6 participated in cross country. The winning house will be announced on Monday’s assembly. All children who came 1st 2nd or 3rd in the age groups will be presented
with their ribbons.
Mel Downs
Sport Coorinator

Thursday 22th May 2014
Dear Parents,
All Year 5 and Year 6 students at Wattle Park Primary School have been invited to take part
in the count down to the Language Perfect World Championship Competition. This will take
place from 3.30pm – 6.00pm on Thursday 29th May 2014.
Please be aware that students will be supervised between 3.30pm-6.00pm by Wattle Park
Primary Staff. Please note you too are welcome to join in the festivities with the count down
at the end of the competition – please arrive with ten minutes to spare at 5.50pm.
Students will be provided with snacks throughout the duration of the countdown session.
Please remember that students must be collected from the 5/6 building. Students are not allowed to leave the school without being collected by an adult.
For further information please do not hesitate to email Miss Liangzhe Xu at:
xu.liangzhe.l@edumail.vic.gov.au
We hope your child is enjoying using Language Perfect and enjoying the challenge in participating in both the NEMR competition and the World Championships.
Liangzhe Xu, Julie Nield and Gayle Cope

Wattle Park is going mobile with
Konnective is a mobile app solution that will allow us to communicate with you, our parents, straight to
your smartphone. You will be able to receive important alerts (similar to a text message) as soon as they are
released.
Via the app, we can send communication to specific grade levels, so you will receive information specific
to your child’s grade as well as general news or updates that will go to everyone. This will extend and enhance our existing communications (eg. Newsletter, website).
For those without a smartphone, there will be a link to the general updates on our website.
Please see the instructions on how to register, log in and connect to Konnective.

